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Pacific Island countries are examples of small island developing states 
which face internal and external pressures to develop their economies through trade and 
investment in a global market. Integral to this is compliance with legal regimes often not of 
their own making. Among these are laws relating to intellectual property, which are imposed 
both by bilateral and multilateral Free Trade Agreements and by discourses of development. 
Against the local, regional and international context, this book takes into account the 
importance of culture to indigenous societies, the social relevance of intellectual property and 
traditional knowledge, and national and regional strategies for encouraging innovation and 
creativity. Informed by a number of case studies, the book explores alternative models and 
approaches for creating an intellectual property framework that is geared towards meeting the 
particular needs of Paci� c Island people in a rapidly changing world. The book focuses on 
fourteen Paci� c Island countries but the issues raised and solutions proposed have resonance 
for all Small Island Developing States and also many least developed countries. 

‘Weaving Intellectual Property Policy in Small Island Developing States sets a new standard 
for the interdisciplinary study of intellectual property and makes a unique contribution 
to sociolegal studies. Combining an ethnographic sensibility with a sophisticated grasp of 
political economy, Forsyth and Farran move adeptly between broad policy debates and � nely 
grained case studies to advance a genuinely groundbreaking approach to intellectual property 
and development. This volume promises to be enthusiastically received and genuinely 
welcome in government o�  ces, NGO headquarters, graduate courses, and activists’ backpacks. 
Highly recommended!’
– Rosemary J. Coombe, Canada Research Chair in Law, Communication and Culture, York University

 
‘For the world’s poorest countries, Western intellectual property norms are culturally and 
legally inappropriate, being blind to creative forms that fall outside the dominant framework 
but which these nations may possess in great store. As this enlightening volume shows, 
alternative hybrid approaches suiting local social, economic and cultural realities can work. 
By moving from critique to practical action, Forsyth and Farran bless us with an essential and 
radical contribution to the intellectual property and development literature, and to debates 
on traditional knowledge.’

– Graham Dut� eld, Professor of International Governance, University of Leeds
 
‘This insightful and refreshingly original study o� ers a rare glimpse of the intellectual 
property developments in Paci� c island countries. Drawing on years of � eld research, Forsyth 
and Farran document the considerable mismatch between the high intellectual property 
standards demanded by the global North and the actual needs and realities of small island 
developing states. In addition to providing eye-opening details on indigenous communities, 
traditional practices and customary norms and institutions, the book challenges us to rethink 
the concepts of intellectual property and development. Highly recommended!’

– Peter K. Yu, Professor of Law, Texas A&M University School of Law
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