Pacific Manuscripts Bureau titles documenting
Vanuatu
Compiled August 2020
Short titles and some notes only. See PMB on-line database catalogue at
http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/catalogue/ for information sheets and detailed reel lists of
documents.
Keywords: Vanuatu, New Hebrides

Manuscript Titles
AU PMB MS 1
Title: Diary
Date(s): 1905 (Creation) Witts Maurice M.
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Maurice M. Witts, (1877-1966) an Australian who fought in the Boer War, went to the New Hebrides as a
settler in 1904 after a brief sojourn in Fiji. With two cousins, Theo and Arthur Thomas, he planted coconuts
in the Hog Harbour area of Espiritu Santo. He returned to Australia about 1913 and lived in the Moss Vale
district until his death.
The diary gives an account of the life of a copra planter in a remote part of the New Hebrides, and contains
numerous observations on the natives of the Hog Harbour area. See also PMB 8 for a later diary by Witts for
the year 1911.

AU PMB MS 8
Title: Diary relating to the New Hebrides
Date(s): 1911 (Creation) Witts Maurice M.
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm Digital PDF
Description:
Maurice M. Witts, (1877-1966) an Australian who fought in the Boer War, went to the New Hebrides as a
settler in 1904 after a brief sojourn in Fiji. With two cousins, Theo and Arthur Thomas, he planted coconuts
in the Hog Harbour area of Espiritu Santo. He returned to Australia about 1913 and lived in the Moss Vale
district of New South Wales until his death.
Besides giving a day-by-day account of the life of a copra planter, the diary records Witts' efforts, as a
temporary commandant of police, to capture a New Hebridean outlaw named Thingaru who had been

terrorising parts of Espiritu Santo.
See also PMB 1 for an earlier diary of Witts, for the year 1905.
AU PMB MS 15
Title: Diaries and pearling Logs
Date(s): 1882 (Creation) Hamilton Captain William
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Captain Hamilton (1852-1937) was born in Scotland and came to Australia at the age of 10. In 1882 - 1883
he made voyages from Brisbane to the New Hebrides, New Britain and New Ireland in labour recruiting
vessels. For a dozen or so years from the late 1890's, he ran the Hamilton Pearling Co. with luggers
operating out of Komuli in the Admiralty Islands and Gizo in the Solomons. This company also traded in
copra, tortoise shell, black lip and green snail shell. Later, Captain Hamilton had big planting interests in the
Solomons, mainly on Choiseul. He died in Sydney in November, 1937.
The papers copied on this microfilm are the most interesting and valuable historically of a large collection (in
the Oxley Memorial Library) relating to Captain Hamilton's career. They comprise:
. Diary of a recruiting voyage in the schooner Lochiel from Brisbane to the New Hebrides from September
20, 1882, to December 29, 1882.
. Diary of a recruiting voyage in the schooner Jessie Kelly from Brisbane to the New Hebrides, New Britain
and New Ireland from March to September, 1883.
. Two reports on voyages in search of pearl shell in New Guinea and the Solomons in 1899-1900.
. Log of the pearling lugger Nippon from April 20, 1901 to September 24, 1901, kept at the Hamilton
Pearling Company's station at Komuli, Admiralty Islands.
. Log of the Hamilton Pearling Company's station at Komuli from September 27 1902 to March 10 1903.
. Logs and diaries kept by William Hamilton in the vessels Canomie, Ysabel, Gazelle and Kambin from
January 1 1903 to November 14 1905. These concern the operations of the Hamilton Pearling Company in
New Guinea and the Solomons.
For further details of Captain Hamilton's career and of his other papers in the Oxley Memorial Library, see
the Bureau's newsletter Pambu October 1968:3, pp.3-6.
AU PMB MS 24
Title: Journal - letters
Date(s): 1855 (Creation) Williams John Chauner
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
John Chauner Williams (1819-1874) was a son of the noted South Seas missionary, the Rev. John Williams,
who was killed at Erromanga, New Hebrides, in 1839. From 1858 to 1873, he was British consul in Samoa,
and for several years until 1864, he was also United States consul. Williams was married twice - the second
time in 1855. His second wife was formerly Miss Amelia (Amy) Crook.
This microfilm contains journal-letters (in two exercise books) of John Chauner Williams for the period
October 25, 1873 to February 20, 1874. The journal-letters were written to Williams' wife in Samoa while he
was in Sydney for medical treatment. The microfilm also contains journal-letters of Williams' wife (in four
exercise books) for the periods October 22, 1855 to January 4, 1856; and October 25, 1873, to February 20,
1874, and one on loose sheets for September 1 to September 19, 1864. The first of these was kept in
Sydney to send to her husband in Samoa; those for 1873-1874 were kept in Samoa to send to her husband in
Sydney; that for 1864 was kept in Samoa to send to a woman friend in England to give her some little idea of
our daily life. The letters contain many intimate glimpses of Samoan life and personalities. For a fuller
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outline of their contents see the Bureau's newsletter Pambu, Jan. 1969:6. The Mitchell Library holds the
originals of all except that for September 1 - September 19, 1864.
AU PMB MS 30
Title: Newspaper cuttings relating to the labour trade between Queensland and the New Hebrides
Date(s): 1890 (Creation) Paton, John G. (1824-1907)
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm. Digital PDF.
Description:
In 1892, Paton was Chairman of the Presbyterian New Hebrides Mission. He was a vigorous opponent of the
Queensland labour trade.
Newspaper cuttings relating to the labour trade between Queensland and the New Hebrides detailing, in
particular, the iniquitous nature of the trade. The collection includes an open letter by Paton, Protest
against the Revival of the Queensland Slave Trade, dated February 1892, to the Premier of Queensland, Sir
Samuel Griffith, and Griffith's reply.
AU PMB MS 31
Title: Minutes
Date(s): 1857 (Creation) New Hebrides Presbyterian Mission Synod
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
A detailed account of Presbyterian missionary activity in the New Hebrides from 1857 to 1938.
New Hebrides - Missions
AU PMB MS 32
Title: New Hebrides Journal
Date(s): 1893 (Creation) Paton Rev. Frederick James
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
The Rev. F.J. Paton (1867-1941), son of the noted Presbyterian missionary, the Rev. Dr John G. Paton, was
born at Aniwa, New Hebrides. After being educated in Australia and serving there for a short time as a
Presbyterian minister, the Rev. F.J. Paton returned to the New Hebrides and spent most of the rest of his life
there as a missionary.
The journals give a day by day account of Paton's work as a missionary in the New Hebrides over a period of
nearly 18 years. (See also PMB 33 for journals of his wife for 1903 - 1905).
AU PMB MS 33
Title: New Hebrides Journals
Date(s): 1903 (Creation) Paton Helen I.M.R.
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Mrs Paton (Nellie 1877-1905) was a daughter of the Rev. H.A. Robertson, of Erromanga, New Hebrides, and
the wife of the Rev. Frederick J. Paton, a Presbyterian missionary to the New Hebrides.
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With occasional gaps, the journals give day by day accounts of Mrs Paton's life as a Presbyterian missionary's
wife at Pangkuma, Malekula. They complement her husband's journals (see PMB 32).
AU PMB MS 35
Title: Journal and other papers
Date(s): 1822 (Creation) Williams John and Bourne Robert
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm. Digital PDF.
Description:
Rev. John Williams (1796-1839) went to Tahiti as a missionary in 1816 and was active in the Society, Hervey,
Southern Cook and Samoan Islands. In 1839, he moved to Fasitoouta, Upolu, in Samoa and began a station
there. On November 20th of that year, he was killed at Erromanga, New Hebrides. Rev. Robert Bourne
(18??-1871) went to the Society Islands as a missionary in 1817. In 1822, he began the mission at Tahaa. He
left Tahiti in 1827 and retired to England in 1829.
The principal item on the microfilm is a journal describing a voyage made by the Revs John Williams and
Robert Bourne from Raiatea to Aitutaki, Mangaia, Atiu, Mitiaro, Mauke and Rarotonga in July-August 1823,
to propagate the Gospel. The journal appears to have been written, or written up, by Bourne. There is a
subscription in ink by Williams on the last page. Some passages in the journal are the same or similar to
those in William's A Narrative of Missionary Enterprises in the South Sea Islands, London, 1837.
Other items on the microfilm are:
* A letter from Williams to his family from Raiatea, dated November 9, 1822.
* A copy of a letter from Tamatoa, chief of Raiatea, to the President of the United States, dated Raiatea,
September 10, 1829.
* A letter from Williams to A. Birnie, dated Raiatea, February 27, 1830.
* A letter from Williams to his sister Mary, dated Portsea, June 17, 1836.
* A letter from Williams to his sister, dated Cape Town, July 14, 1838.
* Copy of an extract from the minutes of a meeting of the London Missionary Society in Samoa on March
30, 1840, concerning news of the murder of Williams in the New Hebrides and his associate James Harris.
AU PMB MS 42
Title: Records of the Tangoa Training Institution, New Hebrides
Date(s): 1894 (Creation) Tangoa Training Institution - New Hebrides
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
The Tangoa Training Institution was established by the Presbyterian mission to the New Hebrides in 1895 as
a training centre for indigenous teachers. Tangoa is a small island off the south coast of Espiritu Santo.
The papers comprise:
1. Register of Native Teachers and Pastors, 1895-1969.
2. Account Book of the Training Institution, 1894-1967.
3. Register of Annand House Students, 1949-1969.
4. Annual Record of Students' Reports, 1948-1957.
5. Annual Record of Students' Reports, 1957-1967.
See also PMB 1012.
AU PMB MS 43
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Title: Records of the Melanesian Mission, New Hebrides, 1857-1968
Date(s): 1857 (Creation) Melanesian Mission, New Hebrides
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm Digitial PDF
Description:
1. Baptismal Register of St Paul's Church, Lolowai, and from ketch Patteson, 1928-1968, with Register of
Burials, St Paul's Church, Lolowai, 1929-1964, and Marriages, 1929-1965.
2. Register of Baptisms, Marriages and Deaths, at Mera Lava, 1917-1963, copied from the original register,
1967.
3. Names of Birds in Various Languages of the Solomon Islands and the New Hebrides.
4. An Account of the Huqe (or Suqe) of Nduindui, Aoba, written c.1930; found among the papers of
Archdeacon A.E. Teall, Archdeacon of Southern Melanesia, d.1966.
5. Vocabularies of and stories in various languages of the New Hebrides - Vocabularies of North, Central and
South Raga; story in Mota; Vocabularies of Mota, Tegua and Toga; Loh-English Dictionary; Notes on Loh
Grammar; Maewo Vocabularies; Stories in the Aoba Language.
6. Family Prayers and Communion for the Sick in the Language of Lakona, Santa Maria, Banks Islands, with
English translations.
7. Melanesian Mission Papers, 1891-1934, mainly relating to land matters.
8. History and Diary of Aoba, 1857-1922, by Father A.S. Webb.
9. Records of Events and Register of the Melanesian Mission at Maewo.
10. Mota-Maewo Vocabulary.
AU PMB MS 44
Title: Vocabulary of Kwara'ae, Solomon Islands
Date(s): 1955 (Creation) Gallyon R.N.
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm Digital PDF
Description:
Kwara'ae vocabulary with English translations, followed by three stories in Kwara'ae, also translated into
English, by R.N. Gallyon.
AU PMB MS 45
Title: Papers
Date(s): 1908 (Creation) New Hebrides - Land ownership
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Correspondence and legal documents concerning the ownership by Europeans of an area of land at
Nduindui, Aoba. The first owner was Eugene Wilbur, a Canadian, who settled on Aoba in 1870. Later
owners were Frederick John Purdy & Co., F.B. Spooner Brothers (F.B. and George Spooner).
AU PMB MS 46
Title: Vocabulary, primer and hymn book
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
The Duindui language is spoken in the south-west of Aoba (Ambae) Island. The name is also spelled
Nduindui and Ndui Ndui.
1. Vocabulary of Duindui (Nduindui) with English translation, compiled by Dorothy Dewar, Apostolic
Mission, and Keith Ludgater, Churches of Christ Mission, Aoba, New Hebrides.

5

2. Duindui (Nduindui) Primer, compiled by Churches of Christ Mission, Aoba, Hew Hebrides. (This is the first
work of its kind in the language of Duindui).
3. Duindui (Nduindui) Hymn Book, being translations by Manasseh Haumbani of items in Ira D. Sankey's
Sacred Songs and Solos (London, 1965).
AU PMB MS 47
Title: Gospel excerpts
Extent and medium: 1 reel (10 frames); 35mm microfilm
Description:
1. Excerpts from the Gospel of St Mark in the language of Sa, South Pentecost. (This was the first material
to be reproduced in the Sa language).
2. Excerpts from the Gospel of St Mark in the language of Apma, Central Pentecost. (This was the first
material to reproduced in the Apma language).
AU PMB MS 48
Title: Minute Book
Date(s): 1962 (Creation) Aoba Local Council - New Hebrides
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Minutes of the Aoba Local Council, in English, from its inception to January 9, 1969.
AU PMB MS 49
Title: Record of births at Nduindui hospital, Aoba, New Hebrides
Date(s): 1946 (Creation) Churches of Christ Mission, New Hebrides
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
The hospital at Nduindui is run by the Churches of Christ Mission.
The record gives the name, sex, date of birth and parents' names of each child, with clinical details of the
mother's labour.
AU PMB MS 50
Title: Papers
Date(s): 1927 (Creation) Robertson William Torrie
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
William Torrie Robertson was a planter at Big Bay and Hog Harbour, Espiritu Santo, (New Hebrides),
Vanuatu.
1. Excerpt from Sydney Nichols Shurcliff's Jungle Islands: The 'Illyria' in the South Seas: Record of the Crane
Pacific Expedition of the Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago, New York, 1930, recording the
expedition's visit to Robertson (1928-1929) and giving details of Robertson's career and labour recruitment
practices.
2. Declaration made by Robertson regarding the February, 1927, inspection of Kerr Bros Ltd plantation at
Turtle Bay, New Hebrides, of which Robertson was then manager.
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3. List of unexpired time of labour signed on with C.G.F.H. at T.B, giving each labourer's name, village, island
and date his/her contract expired.
4. Letters to Robertson from various correspondents.
AU PMB MS 51
Title: Vocabularies, correspondence, prayers
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
1. Vocabulary of the Gela language, British Solomon Islands. Compiled by Father S.G. Caulton, 1935-37.
2. Mota-Aoba Vocabulary. From the papers of Archdeacon A.E. Teall, Archdeacon of Southern Melanesia,
d.1966.
3. Letters to Archdeacon D.A. Rawcliffe in the language of Vatuanga Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands.
4. Letters to Archdeacon D.A. Rawcliffe in the language of Ulawa, Solomon Islands.
5. Letters to Archdeacon D.A. Rawcliffe in the language of Ugi, Solomon Islands.
6. Vocabulary of the Vaturanga language of Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands. Compiled by Archdeacon D.A.
Rawcliffe.
7. Prayers in the languages of the Northern New Hebrides - Mera Lava, Mota, Gaua, Nduindui, Qatnapni.
AU PMB MS 52
Title: Journals, letters, reports, language study
Date(s): 1879 (Creation) Roman Catholic Mission, New Hebrides
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
1. Journal (1898-1900) of Father J.B. Jamond, S.M., founder of the Roman Catholic Mission on Pentecost
Island, New Hebrides, describing the search for suitable sites and the establishment and early history of the
mission stations at Wanour, Namarama and Melsisi.
2. Journal (1902-1904) of Father R.P. Suas at Melsisi.
3. Official copy (1949) of Father J.P. Jamond's account of the establishment of the Catholic Mission on
Pentecost Island.
4. Extracts from letters by priests at Melsisi mission (1898-1935).
5. An account of a voyage to Tanna in 1934, with an account of the founding of the Roman Catholic Mission
on that island, by Father Laurent Durand-Vaugaron, S.M. (1879-1938).
6. Les Langues Oceaniennes, by Father Elie Tattevin, S.M. (1883-1949).
7. Papers on Pentecost by Father Pierre Gonnet, S.M. (1875-1935).
8. Reports on the Eruptions at Ambrym in 1927 by Father Pierre Bochu, S.M. and in 1929 by Father Louis
Clenet, S.M.
AU PMB MS 53
Title: Papers
Date(s): 1883 (Creation) Roman Catholic Mission, New Hebrides
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm; Digital PDF
Description:
1. Journal of the Roman Catholic Mission at Port Sandwich, Malekula, 1889-1899 by Father J.N. Pionnier,
S.M.
2. Journal of the Roman Catholic Mission at Pentecost, 1898-1904, by the Rev. Father J.B. Jamond, S.M. and
related papers.
3. Journal of the Roman Catholic Mission at Wanur, SW Pentecost, 1906-1912 by Father Laurent Durand-
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Vaugaron, S.M.
4. Account of the missions at Baie Barrier and Wanur, Pentecost, 1910-1927 by Father Elie Tattevin, S.M.
(1883-1949).
5. Account of a voyage from Marseilles to New Caledonia and Journal of Roman Catholic Mission at
Malekula, 1883-1891, by Father F.X. Gaudet, S.M.
6. An account of the Islands of Wala and Rano, Malekula, by Father Casimir Salomon, S.M. c.1906-1908.
7. Myths and Legends of the New Hebrides by Father J.B. Suas, S.M.
8. Inventory of the Population at Craig Cove, Ambrym, in February, 1907, by Father Casimir Bancarel, S.M.
9. Account of a visit to Epi in 1933 by Father Edouard Loubiere, S.M. (1876-196?).
10. Conditions in the New Hebrides, 1931-32, Replies by Monsignor Victor Doucere, S.M., Apostolic Vicar to
the New Hebrides, to questions posed by the French Resident Commissioner.
11. The Mission at Olal, Ambrym, and Sorcery (Hableou) at North Ambrym by Father J.B. Jamond, S.M., with
comments by Father Casimir Bancarel, S.M.
AU PMB MS 55
Title: Records, accounts, notes, correspondence
Date(s): 1908 (Creation) Kalsakau
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm converted to PDF
Description:
Kalsakau became chief of Fila Island in 1908 and held that position for many years. He was a member of one
of the most notable New Hebridean families of Efate. His three sons, Graham, John and Makau are (1969)
also outstanding members of the New Hebridean community.
1. Lists of important dates and events in Kalsakau's career and family life.
2. Record of births and deaths (1908-1961)
3. Accounts relating to business, household and the marriage feast of his son Makau (March 1, 1945)
4. Record (September 1956) of visit by Gen. and Mme de Gaulle
5. Centenary Celebrations, Erakor, 1st May, 1945 - an account of the settlement of Erakor by the early
missionaries.
6. School fees collected in 1943 - list of families and amount paid.
7. Lease of land owned by Kalsakau.
8. Celebration of the 105th Anniversary of the New Hebrides Presbyterian Mission, May 1, 1950.
9. Correspondence regarding residency of Fila Island Reserve.
10. Discipline book (1911-1943) in which fines and other punishments against members of Kalsakau's village
are recorded.
AU PMB MS 56
Title: Letters
Date(s): 1899 (Creation) Roman Catholic Mission, New Hebrides
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm; Digital PDF
Description:
1. Letters of Father Casimir Bancarel, S.M. from Talomako (Esipiritu Santo) 1901-1905 and 1916, and from
Craig Cove and Sesivi (Ambrym) 1906-1913.
2. Letters of Father Pierre Bochu, S.M. from Talomako and Port Olry (Espiritu Santo), 1901-1910.
3. Letters of Father Francois Le Fur, S.M. from Wanour (Pentecost), 1899-1906.
4. Letters of Father Ch. Faure, S.M. from Aoba and Mele (Efate), 1901-1903.
5. Letters of Father Jean Andre Vidil, S.M. from Vao, Malekula, 1894-1897.
6. Letters of Father Gerome Guitta, S.M. from Wala (Malekula), and Port Olry, 1893-1895.
7. Letters of Father Theophile Busson from Wala and Vao (Malekula) 1897-1898.
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Note: Most of the letters on this microfilm are addressed to Monsignor Victor Doucere, S.M., Apostolic Vicar
of the New Hebrides.
AU PMB MS 57
Title: Letters
Date(s): 1894 (Creation) Roman Catholic Mission, New Hebrides
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
1. Letters of Father Z. Strock, S.M. from Mele (Efate), Lohpangalo, Sesivi and Olal (Ambrym) and Port
Sandwich (Malekula), 1905-1913.
2. Letters of Father Emile Roux, S.M., from Port Sandwich and Wala (Malekula), Port Olry, Talomako and
Segond Channel (Espiritu Santo) and Paray (Efate), 1905-1926.
3. Letters of Father J.P. Romeuf, S.M., from Atchin, Wala and Port Sandwich (Malekula), 1896-1922.
4. Letters of Father Henri Perthuy, S.M. from Port Olry, Craig Cove and Sesivi (Ambrym) and Port Sandwich
(Malekula), 1894-1908.
5. Letters of Father Jean-Baptiste Suas, S.M., from Olal (Ambrym), Wanour, Melsisi and Namaram
(Pentecost) and Lolopuepue (Aoba) 1894-1932 (Continued on PMB 58)
Note: Most of the letters on this microfilm are addressed to Monsignor Victor Doucere, S.M., Apostolic Vicar
of the New Hebrides.
AU PMB MS 58
Title: Letters
Date(s): 1898 (Creation) Roman Catholic Mission, New Hebrides
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
1. Letters (1924-32) of Father J.B. Suas, S.M. - (continued from PMB 57).
2. Letters of Father Antoine Tayac, S.M., from Vao (Malekula) and Melsisi (Pentecost), 1898-1902.
3. Letters of Father Jean-Baptiste Prin, S.M., from Vao (Malekula), Nagire (Aoba), Namaram and Melsisi
(Pentecost), Lolopuepue (Aoba) and Santo, 1901-1919.
4. Letters of Father Pierre Chauvel, S.M., from Olal and Fali (Ambrym), Lopagalo and Port Sandwich
(Malekula), Sesivi (Ambrym) and Port Olry (Espiritu Santo), 1901-1922.
5. Letters of Father Francois Degoulange, S.M., from Vila, 1903-1914.
Note: Most of the letters on this microfilm are addressed to Monsignor Victor Doucere, S.M., Apostolic Vicar
of the New Hebrides.
AU PMB MS 59
Title: Dictionaries
Date(s): 1900 (Creation)
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm Digital PDF
Description:
1. Dictionary of the language of South-West Bay, Malekula, by Father Pierre Chauvel, S.M. (French-South
West Bay).
2. Dictionary of the language of Vao, Malekula, by Father Casimir Salomon, S.M. (Vao-French).
3. Dictionary of the language of Olal, Ambrym (French-Olal).
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4. Dictionary of the language of Talomako, Big Bay, Espiritu Santo (Talomako-French).
5. Dictionary of the Talomako language of Big Bay, Espiritu Santo, by Father Alphonse Ardouin, S.M.,
(French-Talomako).
AU PMB MS 60
Title: Dictionaries and vocabularies
Date(s): 1909 (Creation)
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm Digital PDF
Description:
1. Dictionary of the language of Aoba (Ambae) by Father J.B. Prin, S.M. (French-Aoba).
2. Grammaire de Melsisi - Grammar of the language of Melsisi (Pentecost) by Father Joseph Niel, S.M.
3. Dictionary of the language of Melsisi (Pentecost) by X (French-Melsisi).
4. Dictionary of the language of Melsisi (Pentecost) by Father Elie Tattevin, S.M. (French-Melsisi) A-D only.
5. Dictionary of the language of Wala (Malekula) by Father Casimir Salomon, S.M. (French-Wala).
6. Vocabulary of the Loltong language of Pentecost by Father Pierre Gonnet, S.M. (Loltong-French and
French-Loltong).
7. Vocabulary of the Loltong language of Pentecost by Father Elie Tattevin, S.M. (Loltong-French).
8. Vocabulary of the Loltong language of Pentecost by Father Elie Tattevin, S.M. (French-Loltong).
AU PMB MS 61
Title: Correspondence, journal, notes
Date(s): 1897 (Creation) Roman Catholic Mission, New Hebrides
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
1. Correspondence of Father J.B. Jamond, S.M. 1897-1926, with calendar.
2. Notes on Wala (Malekula), Melsisi (Pentecost) etc. by Father Casimir Salomon, S.M.
3. Journal of Father Jean-Baptiste Suas, S.M., 1895-1896.
4. Letters from Father Casimir Salomon, S.M. to Bishop Doucere from Wala (Malekula), 1905-1907.
AU PMB MS 81
Title: Logbooks
Date(s): 1868 (Creation) Rae Captain Robert G.
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
The logbooks cover voyages in the ships Laughing Water (1868), Corypheus (1870-71), Day Spring (1872),
Alsager (1872-73) and Ceara (1874). The voyages in the Laughing Water were between Newcastle, Lyttleton
(NZ) and Melbourne. Those in the Corypheus between Melbourne and China. On her last voyage the
Corypheus ran aground on a reef in the Marshall Islands and the crew sailed 3,000 miles in the ship's boats
to Rockhampton. The voyage of the Day Spring was from Melbourne to the New Hebrides and return. The
Alsager sailed from Melbourne to Malden Island for a cargo of guano. She foundered off Tongatapu,
apparently as a result of sabotage. The Ceara's voyages were from Adelaide to Mauritius and then to various
Australian ports.
AU PMB MS 86
Title: Diaries
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Date(s): 1901 (Creation) Leggatt Rev. T. Watt
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
The Rev. T. Watt Leggatt served as a Presbyterian missionary on Malekula, New Hebrides, for about a
quarter of a century from 1887. See Patrick O'Reilly's Bibliographie des Nouvelles Hebrides (Paris, 1958) for
details of his published writings.
The diary gives a day-by-day account of Leggatt's work as a missionary in the New Hebrides. See also PMB
87
AU PMB MS 87
Title: Newspaper clippings
Date(s): 1891 (Creation) New Hebrides - Description
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
The clippings were collected by the Rev. T. Watt Leggatt, a Presbyterian missionary on Malekula, New
Hebrides, for about a quarter of a century from 1887.
See also PMB 86.
The clippings relate to affairs in the New Hebrides generally.
AU PMB MS 134
Title: Reports on the New Hebrides
Date(s): 1902 (Creation) Picanon Governor Edouard
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Reports on voyages to the New Hebrides in 1902 and 1904 of Governor Edouard Picanon, of New Caledonia;
and miscellaneous papers on the exploration and economic development of the New Hebrides of that
period.
AU PMB MS 145
Title: Autobiography
Date(s): 1887 (Creation) Margaret of the Cross Sister
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Sister Margaret, daughter of the headmaster of Clifton College, an Anglican college in Bristol, was born in
1887. She was educated at St Andrews in Scotland; at a school run by Mrs Leonard Huxley at Priors Field,
Godalming; and at Cambridge University. After a period of uncertainty, Sister Margaret became an Anglican
nun. She taught at a school in South Africa for seven years and was later a novice mistress in India. In 1929
she went to the Solomon Islands as a teaching sister for the Melanesian Mission. In 1942 she transferred to
the Melanesian Mission school at Torgil, Aoba Island, New Hebrides. After furlough in England in 1948,
Sister Margaret became a member of the Roman Catholic Church and served a further term in the Solomon
Islands. In 1966 she went to live in New Zealand.
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AU PMB MS 181
Title: Correspondence and reports
Date(s): 1858 (Creation) Roman Catholic Church - New Caledonia
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Please see PMB 161.
Papers from cabinet APM III ONC comprising
1. Dossier entitled '1862-1916 Relations' Internal Folder 'N.C. Reports'
* Account by Fr Rougeyron, SM of a missionary journey (June-August 1858) and general missionary activity
in New Caledonia
* Correspondence between Fr Rougeyron, SM and Fr Yardin, SM, Procureur of the Society of Mary in Lyon,
12 December 1868 and 22 October 1869
* Typed, edited copy of the Annual Report of the Vicariate of New Caledonia for 1869 by Fr Rougeyron, SM,
including extracts from priests' letters dated 10 June 1870 and 23 November 1870
* Reports to the Superior General of the Society of Mary from Fr Rougeyron, SM dated 28 June 1870 and 26
December 1870, the latter dealing with the mission at Paita
* Annual reports of the Vicariate of New Caledonia for 1870 and 1872 by Fr Rougeyron, SM
* Summary of Marist missionary achievements in New Caledonia from 1860 to 1872 by Fr Rougeyron, SM
* Extract of a report from Fr Villard, SM to Fr Rougeyron, SM dated 16 November 1867 (29 pages)
2. Dossier entitled 'N.C. Reports II 1900'
* Report of a tour of Marist missions in New Caledonia and the New Hebrides dated 5 July 1900 by A. Aubry,
SM
* Reports on New Caledonia missions, 3 December 1902 (A. Oliez) and 1905 (A. Marion, SM)
* First four pages of a typed report on New Caledonia missions by Fr Provincial, dated 16 October 1913
AU PMB MS 191
Title: Slide presentation, histories, chronologies, correspondence
Date(s): 1842 (Creation) Roman Catholic Church - Tonga
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
These papers form part of the records of the Vicariate of Tonga which are designated Oceania Tonga (OT) in
the Marist Archives.
The papers comprise:
1. Conference Avec Projections sur le Vicariat de l'Oceanie Centrale (ts 13pp)
2. Marine et Colonies, Division Navale de l'Ocean Pacifique, Exercice 1886 (Invoices for missionary travel
expenses)
3. Explication du blason de Tonga, n.d.
4. Kingdom of Tongatabu (Map)
5. Movement of the Catholic population in the Apostolical Vicariat of Central Oceania (Graph)
6. Chronology of the Vicariate Apostolic of Tonga (ts)
7. Traditions Tongiennes (70pp)
8. Pungalototioa et Munimatamabae
9. Government Gazette, Nuku'alofa, 4 November 1876
10. An historical account and chronologies of Tonga, New Zealand, the New Hebrides, Wallis and Futuna (tss)
- filed under OT 200 Historia
11. Histories, filed under OT 202 Narrationes
12. Correspondence, 1874-8, 1852-3, 1869, 1859, 1845, 1842-04, filed under OT 208 Epistolae variae
13. List of letters from Tonga
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AU PMB MS 195
Title: Miscellaneous papers
Date(s): 1853 (Creation) Roman Catholic Church - Tonga and New Hebrides
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Please see PMB 191
The papers comprise:
New Hebrides-Oceania Novae Ebudae (OE): Documents include correspondence (1895, 1901-3) relating to
the Higginson Loan, Curiosites Linguistiques on the languages of the New Hebrides, Theogonie de l'ilot Vau,
newspaper clippings (1928) on racial problems in the New Hebrides, list of ethnographic publications on the
New Hebrides, New Hebrides census (1900, 1913), lecture notes to accompany slide presentation (1926)
Recueil de diverses pieces sur les lerniers evenements concernant la mission catholique de Tonga-Tabon
(dated 1853): Documents include report to the Governor of Tahiti re the Tonga-Tabon war (1852), inquiry
into the Catholic mission by M. Belland (1852), article on the emigration of the Wallisian chief, Pooi, to the
Tongan archipelago, Tam, King of Futuna, arrest of Captain Mauriac (1853)
Vicariate of Tonga - Documents under the following headings:
OT 331 Relations Visitatorum
OT 411 Mgr Blanc (1901, 1902, 1906)
OT 450 Procurator Missionum, Wallis, 1884
OT 498 T.O.R.M. Epistolae - letters from Marie de la Pitie (1881-1937)
OT 61-200 Maofaga Historiae; Niua-Foou Historia
OT 61 - 500 N. Toputapu activatas (1855, 1908)
OT 970 Protestantismus (articles on disturbances in Tonga c.1880)
AU PMB MS 196
Title: Logbook of the Barque Woodlark
Date(s): 1856 (Creation) Fisher John W.
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Fisher was chief officer of The Woodlark
The logbook describes a whaling voyage to the South Pacific apparently under a Captain Hardwicke. The
voyage began in Sydney and took in Lord Howe Island, Norfolk Island, the New Hebrides, Solomon Islands,
Torres Strait, Bismarck Archipelago, Santa Cruz Group, Tikopia and New Zealand. There is a gap in the log
from 2 February to 31 March 1857.
AU PMB MS 197
Title: Letters
Date(s): 1869 (Creation) Milne, Peter.
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm. Digital PDF.
Description:
The Rev. Peter Milne (1834-1924) was born in Scotland and went to the New Hebrides as a Presbyterian
Missionary in 1869. After a brief stay on Erromanga, he established himself at Nguna on Efate, where he
remained, except for short breaks, for the rest of his life.
There are 33 letters. The first four were written in New Zealand, and all but one of the rest from the New
Hebrides - mainly Nguna.
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AU PMB MS 217
Title: Whaling logbooks, and other documents, copied in New England (USA) repositories
Date(s): 1804 (Creation) New England Microfilming Project
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Please refer to the full entry in PMB 200
For indexes see American Whalers and Traders in the Pacific, Robert Langdon, ed., Canberra, 1978 and
Where the Whalers Went, Robert Langdon, ed., Canberra, 1984.
Information is provided in the following format: Name of ship (in upper case); Name of Captain/Logkeeper;
Date of voyage; Area or places visited.
DARING; ?Henry; 1864-65; Continued from reel PMB 216
DERBY; Hood; 1804-6; China
ELIZA; Richardson; 1805-6; Norfolk Island, East Indies, China
EDWARDS; Whittredge; 1824-5; (not copied)
HENRY BRIGHAM; ?Potter; 1862-63; California, China
GENERAL CUSHING; Dow; 1858; New South Wales, California
Lanisford, D.W., Information relating to trade between Java and China; prices at Manila and China markets;
tariff duties at Batavia, etc., 1814-23
ELIZABETH; Saunders; 1836-40; Tonga, Samoa, Tahiti
ELIZABETH; Saunders; 1836-40; Whaling Cruise
ELIZABETH; ?Hall; 1845; Panama
ELIZABETH; Hall; 1847-; Pacific Ocean
MAJESTIC; ?; 1849-; Pacific Ocean
NATCHEZ; ?; 1851; Pacific Arctic
ELIZABETH; Baker; 1847-51; Ellice Islands, New Hebrides, New Zealand, Marshalls
ROME; ?Currin; 1847-50; Manila, Indian Ocean
Of special interest on this reel (ELIZABETH; 1836-40) Plans of harbours; port regulations; customs of
islanders and influence of missionaries on their conduct.
AU PMB MS 220
Title: Whaling logbooks, and other documents, copied in New England (USA) repositories
Date(s): 1810 (Creation) New England Microfilming Project
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Please refer to the full entry in PMB 200
For indexes see American Whalers and Traders in the Pacific, Robert Langdon, ed., Canberra, 1978 and
Where the Whalers Went, Robert Langdon, ed., Canberra, 1984.
Information is provided in the following format: Name of ship (in upper case); Name of Captain/Logkeeper;
Date of voyage; Area or places visited.
PACIFIC; Fernald; 1829-31; Sealing
MALOLO; ?Pitman; 1879; Ponape
NEVA; ?Pitman; 1871-2; Marshalls
NEW HAZARD; Reynolds; 1810-13; NW Coast USA, Hawaii, China
NEW HAZARD/ISABELLA?; ?Nye; 1813; above continued
SAPPHO; Benson; 1846; (not copied)
ELIZABETH HALL; ?Spavin; 1847; Chile
ROSALIE; Eddy; 1839-41; Marquesas, Tahiti, New Zealand
ROSCOE; ?Vanderford; 1821-23; Marquesas, Samoa, Tahiti, Fiji, New Hebrides
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RODMAN; ?Joy; 1827-30; Hawaii, Tahiti
SAMUEL RUSSEL; Blake; 1847-48; Far East
VANCOUVER; Blake; 1848; Orient
JOHN Q. ADAMS; Blake; 1849-50; East Indies
ORIENTAL; Blake; 1849-50; East Indies
BLAKE Joseph/Joshua?; Miscellaneous press clippings
SPY; Knights; 1832-33; New Zealand, Fiji, Manila
SURPRISE; ?Ranlett; 1851-52; Orient
SURPRISE; Dumaresq/Ranlett; 1851-59; Orient
1834; Madagascar PALINURE; Endicott; 1835-36; Australia LYDIA; Howie; 1835-37; New Zealand
AU PMB MS 225
Title: Whaling logbooks, and other documents, copied in New England (USA) repositories
Date(s): 1810 (Creation) New England Microfilming Project
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Please refer to the full entry in PMB 200
For indexes see American Whalers and Traders in the Pacific, Robert Langdon, ed., Canberra, 1978 and
Where the Whalers Went, Robert Langdon, ed., Canberra, 1984. YOUNG, Rosalind; Letters from Pitcairn
Island to Captain and Mrs Gibbons, 1882-91 LOCKERBY, William; Sailing directions for Fiji; vocabulary;
account of Fijian chiefs; sandalwood trade RICHARDSON, Capt. William Putnam; Fiji vocabulary, 1810-12
FOWLER, Henry; Description of Fijian cannibal feast, 1845 FOWLER, Henry; Description of wreck of the
GLIDE, 1831 FOWLER, Henry; Documents written during cruise of GLIDE among Fiji Islands (Peabody
Museum) CHARTS; Pacific Ocean - 19th century (Essex Institute, Salem) 12 pp. of text in Marquesan
Language (Peabody Museum) TAHITI - Miscellaneous documents including original manuscript score of a
South Seas Island song by 'E.R.P.', 1889 and a review by N.E. Emerson of Eugene Caillot's Histoire de la
Polynesie Oriental (Peabody Museum) FIJI AND NEW HEBRIDES - Miscellaneous documents including
pamphlet on Fiji native ownership of land, 1874; notes by A. Hocart; letter from J.B. Thurston re native
attitudes, 6 September 1871 (Peabody Museum) Extracts from logs, of early American ships, on various
Pacific Islands (Peabody Museum)
AU PMB MS 226
Title: Whaling logbooks, and other documents, copied in New England (USA) repositories
Date(s): 1795 (Creation) New England Microfilming Project
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Please refer to the full entry in PMB 200
For indexes see American Whalers and Traders in the Pacific, Robert Langdon, ed., Canberra, 1978 and
Where the Whalers Went, Robert Langdon, ed., Canberra, 1984. YOUNG, Rosalind; Letters from Pitcairn
Island to Captain and Mrs Gibbons, 1882-91 LOCKERBY, William; Sailing directions for Fiji; vocabulary;
account of Fijian chiefs; sandalwood trade RICHARDSON, Capt. William Putnam; Fiji vocabulary, 1810-12
FOWLER, Henry; Description of Fijian cannibal feast, 1845 FOWLER, Henry; Description of wreck of the
GLIDE, 1831 FOWLER, Henry; Documents written during cruise of GLIDE among Fiji Islands (Peabody
Museum) CHARTS; Pacific Ocean - 19th century (Essex Institute, Salem) 12 pp. of text in Marquesan
Language (Peabody Museum) TAHITI - Miscellaneous documents including original manuscript score of a
South Seas Island song by 'E.R.P.', 1889 and a review by N.E. Emerson of Eugene Caillot's Histoire de la
Polynesie Oriental (Peabody Museum) FIJI AND NEW HEBRIDES - Miscellaneous documents including
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pamphlet on Fiji native ownership of land, 1874; notes by A. Hocart; letter from J.B. Thurston re native
attitudes, 6 September 1871 (Peabody Museum) Extracts from logs, of early American ships, on various
Pacific Islands (Peabody Museum)
AU PMB MS 264
Title: Whaling logbooks, and other documents, copied in New England (USA) repositories
Date(s): 1830 (Creation) New England Microfilming Project
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Please refer to the full entry in PMB 200
For indexes see American Whalers and Traders in the Pacific, Robert Langdon, ed., Canberra, 1978 and
Where the Whalers Went, Robert Langdon, ed., Canberra, 1984. Information is provided in the following
format: Name of ship (in upper case); Name of Captain/Logkeeper; Date of voyage; Area or places visited.
CANADA; Worden; 1846-49; Continued from reel PMB 263 ST GEORGE; ?; 1845-47; Indian Ocean, Hawaii,
Christmas Island, New Zealand HEROINE; Borden; 1835-36; South Atlantic MARTHA; ?; 1836-38; South
Atlantic, Indian Ocean MARTHA; ?; 1852-57; Galapagos Islands, Gilbert Islands, Ocean Island, Ellice Islands,
Hawaii PANTHEON; Jenney; 1845-49; Tasmania, Society Islands, Hawaii, New Zealand, New South Wales,
Kermadecs, Walpole Island, New Hebrides, Norfolk Island FLORIDA; Fitch; 1849-50; Pacific ALEXANDER
MILLIKEN; Fitch; 1852-53; Atlantic STELLA; Hathaway; 1855-60; Galapagos, Juan Fernandez Islands SALLY
ANN; Netcher; 1830-32; South Atlantic, Indian Ocean BENJAMIN RUSH; Eddy; 1841-45; Juan Fernandez
Islands, Marquesas, New Zealand, Hawaii, Marianas, Galapagos Islands CAPE HORN PIGEON; Gibbs; 1866-67;
Atlantic EDITH MAY; Keith; 1867-69; Atlantic GOLCONDA; Chase; 1835-38; Indian Ocean
AU PMB MS 289
Title: Whaling logbooks, and other documents, copied in New England (USA) repositories
Date(s): 1791 (Creation) New England Microfilming Project
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Please refer to the full entry in PMB 200
For indexes see American Whalers and Traders in the Pacific, Robert Langdon, ed., Canberra, 1978 and
Where the Whalers Went, Robert Langdon, ed., Canberra, 1984. Information is provided in the following
format: Name of ship (in upper case); Name of Captain/Logkeeper; Date of voyage; Area or places visited.
OCEAN QUEEN; ?; 1873; Atlantic (VARIOUS SHIPS); Seabury; 1861; Atlantic (VARIOUS SHIPS); ?; 1867-69;
Atlantic (VARIOUS SHIPS); Seabury; 1872-73; Atlantic HENRY CHAUNCEY; Seabury; 1869; Atlantic GRANADA;
Seabury; 1873-74; Far East ARIZONA; ?; 1870-71; Far East (VARIOUS SHIPS); Gifford; 1854-64; Hawaii, North
Atlantic MERCURY; Gifford; 1875-76; Indian Ocean RAJAH; Fisher; 1851-54; Hawaii JOSEPHINE; Smith; 190307; Atlantic, Indian Ocean A.M. NICHOLSON; Smith; 1909-12; Atlantic, Indian Ocean MOONLIGHT; Taber;
1860; Atlantic CAPE HORN PIGEON; Scullen; 1891-92; Carolines, Marianas NIAGARA; Howland; 1809; North
Atlantic WILLIAM & ELIZA; Howland; 1811; North Atlantic AVERICK HEINEKEN; Stetson; 1838-40; Atlantic,
New Zealand TUSCALOOSA; Taber; 1840-42; South Atlantic, Western Australia, South Australia, New
Zealand, Samoa, Ellice Islands, Gilbert Islands AVERICK HEINEKEN; De Wolf; 1838-39; Indian Ocean, Australia,
New Zealand TUSCALOOSA; De Wolf; 1840-43; Atlantic, Western Australia, Tasmania, Samoa, Marianas
TUSCALOOSA; ?; 1843-44; Carolines, Ocean Island, New Hebrides, New South Wales, Lord Howe Island, New
Zealand, Tonga POLLEY; ?; 1791; Atlantic SALLY; ?; 1793-99; Atlantic A.M. NICHOLSON; Smith; 1913; Atlantic
YOUNG PHOENIX; Holmes; 1885; North Pacific TRIUMPHANT; Johnson; 1875-77; Pacific, Atlantic Of special
interest on this reel (CAPE HORN PIGEON; 1891-92) Vessel seized at Vladivostok and then released.
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AU PMB MS 415
Title: Logbook and diary
Date(s): 1868 (Creation) Fowler, Captain James
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Captain Fowler went to the Pacific in 1868 as captain of the London Missionary Society vessel JOHN
WILLIAMS III. He was dismissed in 1871 because of his treatment of the islanders.
The logbook begins on 12 November 1868 when Captain Fowler left London. It continues to 25 February
1869 when the JOHN WILLIAMS III passed Jervis Bay, NSW. It resumes on 30 March 1869 when the JOHN
WILLIAMS III left Sydney for a cruise to the Pacific Islands, which extended to Tahiti, back to the New
Hebrides and then to Raiatea before returning to Sydney on 31 December 1869. The cruise took in Raiatea,
Tahaa, Huahine, Tahiti, Mangaia, Rarotonga, Aitutaki, Niue, Pago Pago, Apia, Aneityum, Mare, Lifu, Uvea,
Tubuai and Savai'i. The logbook resumes again on 4 April 1870 when the JOHN WILLIAMS III was at Huahine.
Subsequent calls were made at Raiatea, Tahiti, Mangaia, Rarotonga, Aitutaki, Manihiki, Rakahanga,
Pukapuka, Mitiaro, Mauke, Atiu, Tutuila, Niue, the Tokelau, Ellice and Gilbert Islands, the southern New
Hebrides and the Loyalty Islands. The JOHN WILLIAMS III returned to Sydney on 20 December 1870. Captain
Fowler returned to England in 1871 in the ship BUCKLEY CASTLE.
AU PMB MS 417
Title: Journals, diaries, notebook, letters, hymns
Date(s): 1836 (Creation) Nisbet Rev. Henry
Extent and medium: 3 reels; 35mm microfilm
Description:
The Rev. Henry Nisbet, LL.D. (1818-76), a missionary of the London Missionary Society, left England for the
Pacific Islands in August 1840. He reached Samoa from Sydney in August 1841, and went to Tanna, New
Hebrides, in the following June. He returned to Samoa in February 1843 and was stationed there for the rest
of his life. In 1846 and 1848 he visited Niue, the New Hebrides and the Loyalty Islands on behalf of his
mission. He visited Australia in 1854 and 1867-68; and England and Canada in 1869-70.
Nisbet began the practice of keeping a daily diary several years before he left England and continued it until
ten days before his death.
One notebook (numbered 1), 13 journals (numbered 2-14), some hymns in Samoan, and letters from Nisbet
to his second wife, Lydia Lantoret.
Reel 1: Notebook (5pp) recounting Nisbet's interest in missionary labours, 1835-6, and his connection with
the LMS, 1836. Diaries numbered 1-3, 21
September 1836 to 26 July 1840. Journal of a voyage from England to Tanna, New Hebrides, 10 August 1840
- 8 February 1841. Diary No.4, 8 Sept. 1840-3 Jan. 1851. Correspondence register, 1840-67.
Reel 2: Journal Nos 5-9, 6 January 1851 to 12 February 1869.
Reel 3: Journal Nos 10-14, 13 February 1869 to 29 April 1876. 'Mr Nisbet's Hymns', circa 1850 - hymns in
the Samoan language. Letters from Nisbet to his second wife, Lydia Lantoret, 1870-76, and a few of her
letters to the family and other miscellaneous letters, 1870-82.
AU PMB MS 418
Title: Diaries
Date(s): 1848 (Creation) Geddie Rev. Dr John
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
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Geddie (1815-72), a Presbyterian missionary, left Nova Scotia for the New Hebrides in 1846 and reached
Aneityum in May 1848 in the mission ship JOHN WILLIAMS, accompanied by the Rev. Thomas Powell.
Geddie and Powell established themselves on the southern side of the island, but were coolly received by
the inhabitants. When Powell left the island after about a year, Geddie remained with Samoan teachers.
The mission was reinforced in 1852 by the arrival of the Rev. John Inglis and his wife who established a
station on the northern side of the island. Meanwhile, Geddie had begun printing books in the Aneityumese
language - the first being a spelling book, with readings from Scripture, hymns and prayers. During the next
few years many similar works and translations of the Scriptures were published. Geddie retired to Australia
in 1872, but died soon afterwards.
The diaries provide a useful key to Geddie's activities during his first ten years on Aneityum.
AU PMB MS 477
Title: Press clippings and manuscript letters and journals
Date(s): 1844 (Creation) Geddie Rev. Dr John
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Geddie (1815-72), a Presbyterian missionary, left Nova Scotia for the New Hebrides in 1846 and reached
Aneityum in May 1848 in the mission ship John Williams, accompanied by the Rev. Thomas Powell. Geddie
and Powell established themselves on the southern side of the island, but were coolly received by the
inhabitants. When Powell left the island after about a year, Geddie remained with Samoan teachers. The
mission was reinforced in 1852 by the arrival of the Rev. John Inglis and his wife who established a station on
the northern side of the island. Meanwhile, Geddie had begun printing books in the Aneityumese language the first being a spelling book, with readings from Scripture, hymns and prayers. During the next few years
many similar works and translations of the Scriptures were published. Geddie retired to Australia in 1872,
but died soon afterwards.
Thirteen folders of letters, newspaper articles, etc. concerning Geddie's life and the Presbyterian church of
his time. Each folder contains an index which appears on the microfilm.
See also PMB 418 for Geddie's diaries, 1848-58.
AU PMB MS 496
Title: Diaries
Date(s): 1870 (Creation) Farquhar W.G.
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Farquhar, a farmer of Maryborough, Queensland, visited New Caledonia, the Loyalty Islands and New
Hebrides in the schooner City of Melbourne in November 1870-January 1871 to recruit labourers for himself
and other farmers in Maryborough. He made a second voyage to New Caledonia, the New Hebrides and
Banks Islands in the schooner Petrel in September 1871-January 1872 as a government agent under the
Polynesian Labourers' Act of 1868.
Description of the two voyages mentioned above.
AU PMB MS 526
Title: Minute books
Date(s): 1947 (Creation) Tangoa Training Institution - New Hebrides
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Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
The Tangoa Training Institution was established by the Presbyterian Mission to the New Hebrides in 1895 as
a training centre for New Hebridean teachers. The institution was generally known by its initials, TTI, and
this led to some confusion as to what the letters stood for. The title pages of the present minute books give
the name as Teachers' Training Institute. The establishment was also known as Tangoa Training Institute.
Tangoa is a small island off the south coast of Espiritu Santo, not to be confused with Tongoa (Shepherd
Group) in the central part of Vanuatu
Minute Books 21 April 1947 - 31 October 1970.
See also PMB 42, 1012
AU PMB MS 550
Title: Diaries
Date(s): 1942 (Creation) Fox Rev. Dr C.E.
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Dr Fox (1878- ) was born in Dorset, England, and educated in New Zealand. He joined the Melanesian
Mission from New Zealand and was posted to the Mission's school on Norfolk Island in 1902. After being
ordained in 1903, he spent some time in the Banks Group of the New Hebrides before going to San Cristobal,
Solomon Islands, in 1908 where he began a school and started learning the local languages. He remained in
the Solomons throughout the Pacific war, living behind Japanese lines. After the war he continued as a
teacher and remained in the Solomons until well into his eighties.
The diaries cover the periods 1942-50 inclusive, 1952, 1955-56, 1958-59 and 1963. There are also some
loose letters. During the period of the Japanese occupation of the Solomons the diaries are in the Arosi
language.
AU PMB MS 559
Title: Correspondence, journal, music
Date(s): 1855 (Creation) Melanesian Church, Solomon Islands
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
The papers comprise:
Some correspondence of Bishop John Coleridge Patteson for the years 1855, 1858, 1861, 1863, 1865 and
1871; Rev. John Palmer's journal to his sister in England (1863-1864), describing his voyage to Erromanga,
New Hebrides and the mission there; copy of a letter by Mr Welchman (29.11.1891) entitled Voyage of the
'Southern Cross', describing the first voyage of the Southern Cross from England to New Zealand;
miscellaneous correspondence (1952-53) including some by Dr C.E. Fox, at that time the longest actively
serving member of the Melanesian Mission; music and words of a dance from the Qatnapnei district of Raga,
New Hebrides, with English commentary.
AU PMB MS 561
Title: Correspondence
Date(s): 1927 (Creation) New Hebrides Presbyterian Mission Synod
Extent and medium: 3 reels; 35mm microfilm
Description:
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Correspondence 1927-48:
Reel 1: 1927 - 1936
Reel 2: July 1936 - September 1946
Reel 3: 1946 - 1948
AU PMB MS 562
Title: Minutes
Date(s): 1949 (Creation) New Hebrides Presbyterian Mission Council
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Minutes - 1949 - 1966
AU PMB MS 563
Title: Reports
Date(s): 1950 (Creation) New Hebrides Presbyterian Mission Council
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Reports for the years 1950-56
AU PMB MS 564
Title: Minutes of executive meetings
Date(s): 1951 (Creation) Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Minutes of Executive Meetings 1951-73
AU PMB MS 565
Title: Minutes
Date(s): 1949 (Creation) Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Minutes for the years 1949-62
AU PMB MS 566
Title: Correspondence re land
Date(s): 1945 (Creation) Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Prior to 1949, the Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides was known as the New Hebrides Presbyterian
Mission.
Correspondence re land, 1945-62
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AU PMB MS 568
Title: Logbook of voyage in the Dayspring
Date(s): 1871 (Creation) Shepherd Frederick
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
The author was an officer in the Presbyterian Mission Vessel Dayspring
Log of a voyage in the Dayspring (Captain W.A. Fraser) from Portland, Victoria, to the New Hebrides and
Loyalty Islands. Calls were made at Aneityum, Aniva, Futuna, Tanna, Efate, Malekula, Mare, Lifu and Uea.
The title page indicates that the voyage ended on 4 January 1872, but the pages covering the period after 30
September 1871 have apparently been lost.
AU PMB MS 590
Title: Official and personal correspondence, newspaper clippings and records
Date(s): 1852 (Creation) Roman Catholic Church, New Hebrides
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
These papers form part of the records of the Vicariate of the New Hebrides, which are designated Oceania
Novae Ebudae (OE) in the Marist Archives. They have been filmed as PMB 590, 591 and 592.
The descriptions used in the archives for the correspondence are as follows:
Ministere Marine et Colonies - Monografia (5F 201) - Narrationes (5F 202) which include La Terre Australe de
Saint-Esprit, a history of the Marist mission in the New Hebrides, published in 1912, and cuttings from Le
Neo-Caledonien, 29/2/1888 relating to the New Hebrides, from Le Journal des Nouvelles-Hebrides,
26/10/1901 and La Quinzaine Coloniale, 25/5/1903; Epistolae Historia (5F 208) Mortui, listing the deaths of
missionaries for 1852 and 1898-1931, with date of birth and place of death; SE 330 Relations, including an
extract of Council Minutes for 5/10/1887, letters, a report by Fr Provincial on the New Hebrides mission
26/9/1913 (typescript 44pp.) and Visite aux Nouvelles-Hebrides 30 August - 4 November 1919 a report on
mission stations and missionaries by J.B. Chevreuil; SE 418 Mgr Doucere, epistolae 1887-1919 (Continued on
PMB 591)
The correspondence is not in chronological order.
AU PMB MS 593
Title: Correspondence
Date(s): 1898 (Creation) Schnee Heinrich
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Heinrich Schnee was an official of the German colonial government. He was acting governor of German New
Guinea in April-July 1899 and acting governor of Western Samoa in 1902.
The descriptions used in the archives for the correspondence are as follows:
Ministere Marine et Colonies - Monografia (5F 201) - Narrationes (5F 202) which include La Terre Australe de
Saint-Esprit, a history of the Marist mission in the New Hebrides, published in 1912, and cuttings from Le
Neo-Caledonien, 29/2/1888 relating to the New Hebrides, from Le Journal des Nouvelles-Hebrides,
26/10/1901 and La Quinzaine Coloniale, 25/5/1903; Epistolae Historia (5F 208) Mortui, listing the deaths of
missionaries for 1852 and 1898-1931, with date of birth and place of death; SE 330 Relations, including an
extract of Council Minutes for 5/10/1887, letters, a report by Fr Provincial on the New Hebrides mission
26/9/1913 (typescript 44pp.) and Visite aux Nouvelles-Hebrides 30 August - 4 November 1919 a report on
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mission stations and missionaries by J.B. Chevreuil; SE 418 Mgr Doucere, epistolae 1887-1919 (Continued on
PMB 591)
The correspondence is not in chronological order.
AU PMB MS 626
Title: Journal of voyage in HMS Basilisk
Date(s): 1871 (Creation) Hayter Francis
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Hayter was first-lieutenant of HMS Basilisk (Captain John Moresby, RN) which made a cruise to islands of the
Western Pacific and to Papua in 1872-73. It was on this voyage that Moresby named Port Moresby after his
father, Admiral Sir Fairfax Moresby.
The journal begins with the departure of HMS Basilisk from England to Australia, via Madeira and the Cape
of Good Hope. From Sydney, she visited New Zealand and Torres Strait. Then, after returning to Sydney, she
went to Lord Howe Island, Norfolk Island, the northern outliers of Tonga, Wallis and Futuna, Rotuma, the
Ellice Islands, some of the outliers of the Solomons, New Hebrides, New Caledonia, Torres Strait and Papua.
AU PMB MS 658
Title: Dictionary of the language of Talomako, Big Bay, New Hebrides: French-Talomako (A to 'Pere' only)
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
A Catholic mission at Talomako, Big Bay, was established in 1900 by Father Pierre Bochu, SM. In the
following year, Father Casimir Bancarel arrived and remained until 1905. The dictionary is not in the
handwriting of either Bochu or Bancarel. For letters by them see PMB 56.
The author of the dictionary is unknown.
AU PMB MS 969
Title: Miscellaneous botanical papers on the French Pacific Islands, including the Anglo-French New Hebrides
(Vanuatu)
Date(s): 1841 (Creation) Botany
Extent and medium: 6 reels; 35mm microfilm
Description:
A collection of published papers by many different authors on the botany of French Polynesia, New
Caledonia and the New Hebrides (Vanuatu). The papers appear on the microfilms in alphabetical order by
author, and are preceded by a full index. The authors are:
Reel 1: Balansa, Benjamin to Brongniart, Adolphe Theodore
Reel 2: Brongniart, Adolphe Theodore and Gris, Arthur, to Fournier, E.
Reel 3: Fournier, E., to Jardin, Edelstan
Reel 4: Jardin, Edelstan to Nadeaud, Jean
Reel 5: Nadeaud, Jean to Spring, A.F.
Reel 6: Theriot, J., to Vouaux, L.
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AU PMB MS 1012
Title: Vanuatu papers
Date(s): 1945 (Creation) Miller Rev. Dr J. Graham (1913-2008)
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Dr J. Graham Miller and Mrs Flora Miller were missionaries in Vanuatu for the Presbyterian Church of New
Zealand. They served on Tongoa Island in the Shepherd Group from 1941 to 1947, when Dr Miller became
principal of the Tangoa Teachers Training Institute on Santo Island, where they remained until 1952. In 1971
they were invited, by the Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides, back to Tangoa to set up a Presbyterian
Bible College and to prepare for national leadership of the College in 1973. Dr Miller's papers relate to the
development and inauguration of the Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides, the South Pacific Missionary
Conference, 1947, Morpeth NSW and his 1961 John G. Paton Memorial Lecture.
Some of the pages are copied from barely legible typescript, roneo, manuscripts or photocopies.
The contents are:
1. Introduction by Pacific Manuscripts Bureau
2. The Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides 1839-1948: Introduction by J. Graham Miller, including,
(p.3), explanatory notes on the 12 papers which follow
3. South Pacific Missionary Conference, Morpeth NSW 1947: Introduction and contents list by J. Graham
Miller; Correspondence between J.G. Miller, J. Whitesed Dover, H.H. Barton and the South Pacific
Commission regarding the questionnaires; Replies to the questionnaires and reports of commissions Women's work (A.E. Downs); education; church community and state; native culture; the indigenous church,
including an account of the church cooperative store on Tongoa, the first cooperative in Vanuatu.
4. The John G. Paton Memorial Lecture 1961: the practice of church discipline in a young church illustrated
from the Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides, now Vanuatu, by J.G. Miller.

AU PMB MS 1013
Title: Voyage of the yacht Bounty from New Zealand to Tonga, Fiji, Vanuatu, New Caledonia and Australia
Date(s): 1953 (Creation) Jenkins Max
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Max Jenkins and three friends (Ken Furley, Raymond Brierly and Neville Sunderland) left New Zealand on
Ken Furley's yacht Bounty for what was intended to be a nine month cruise in the South Pacific. The voyage
began in May 1953 and ended two years later, via Tonga, Fiji, Vanuatu, New Caledonia and Australia, where
they had left the Bounty a mere floating and scarred hull (manuscript p.211). To support themselves they
engaged Trochus and green snail divers off Aneityum and worked on the Noumea wharf, in a Queensland
timber town and on Lord Howe Island. Mr Jenkin's manuscript was written up in New Zealand just after his
return in 1955. It is based partly on his memories of the voyage, and partly on his letters home and refers
often to newspaper accounts of the voyage including the Australian Women's Weekly interviews with Jean, a
woman passenger, following their 11 April 1955 entry into Coffs Harbour, Queensland (Manuscript p.211).
See also Pacific Islands Monthly entries listed under Bounty (yacht) in the Cumulative Index to Pacific Islands
Monthly ... August 1945-July 1955 compiled by Margaret Woodhouse and edited by Robert Langdon
(Canberra: Pacific Manuscripts Bureau, 1984).
The typescript, on foolscap pages, consists of 21 chapters (211 pages) with the following headings:
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1. The ship and preparation; 2. A hard squall; 3. Tonga; 4. On the reef; 5. Vatoa; 6. Totoya; 7. Suva; 8.
New mast; 9. Earthquake; 10. Another new mast; 11. Aneityum; 12. Tana; 13. Hurricane; 14. Shell diving;
15. Mare Island; 16. New Caledonia; 17. Brisbane; 18. Sailing for Sydney; 19. Sydney and Lord Howe
Island; 20. Lord Howe Island; 21. Adrift on the Tasman.

AU PMB MS 1022
Title: Some memories of life on Tanna and Norfolk Island'
Date(s): 1911 (Creation) Dean Ruth Mansel
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Mansel Dean (1914- ) was born in the Paton Memorial Hospital, Port Vila, Vanuatu, the daughter of David
and Winifred Griffiths. She spent her childhood on her parents' plantation at Lenakel, Tanna, where they
also owned the store. Her family later moved to Norfolk Island where they owned a banana plantation.
The contents include:
Mansel Dean's notes on her childhood years on Tanna, including references to local customs and her family
life
a photograph of her parents taken on Tanna
copies of the birth certificates of herself and her sister Mary Winifred (the first white baby to be born on
Tanna)
a letter written by her mother about Christmas on Tanna.
Repeated attacks of malaria resulted in the sale of the Tanna copra plantation to Burns Philp. Shortly after
their arrival on Norfolk Island a disease decimated the banana palms.
AU PMB MS 1025
Title: Field notes from Tongoa, New Hebrides
Date(s): 1941 (Creation) Miller Rev. Dr J. Graham (1913-2008)
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Dr Miller and his wife Flora were missionaries of the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand on the island of
Tongoa, in the Shepherd Group, Vanuatu from 1941 to 1947. Miller was also a member of the New Hebrides
Presbyterian Mission Synod and was closely associated with the indigenisation of the Church in Vanuatu (see
PMB 1012). With a training in law and no knowledge of linguistics or anthropology, Miller and his wife made
up their minds to become one with the people and were soon able to use the local language, a dialect of
Efatese used in preaching and conversation.
The notes comprise three sections: a bound volume, a folder and a collection of miscellaneous papers.
Most of the notes are dated and have a name or initials attached. Some of the material is incomplete and
some in poor condition. Much is recorded in the Tongoan language. Dr Miller has provided information on
his informants, explanations, localities and circumstances. The notes contain references to:
genealogies
proverbs
folkstories
songs
lullabies
ceremonies
migrations
native wars
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village names (including some now extinct)
customs
totems
weaving patterns
history and language.
See also PMB 1012, 1028 and Miller, J. Graham, Live: a history of church planting in Vanuatu, Vols I-VII
available from Dr J G Miller, 14 Franklin Street, Wangaratta, VIC 3677

AU PMB MS 1028
Title: Tongoan dictionary and notes on other Vanuatu languages (central Islands)
Date(s): 1941 (Creation) Miller Rev. Dr J. Graham (1913-2008)
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm Digital PDF
Description:
Dr and Mrs Miller were missionaries of the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand on the Island of Tongoa in
Vanuatu from 1941 to 1947 when Miller became principal of the Tangoa Teachers Training Institute on
Tangoa Island (as opposed to Tongoa Island in the Shepherd Group) just off the coast of Santo Island. In
1952 the Millers took a parish in Auckland, New Zealand, returning to Tangoa in 1971 to set up the
Presbyterian Bible College. They left the New Hebrides/Vanuatu in 1973.
The material on this reel is presented in two parts: Part I, The Tongaon Dictionary and Part II, Languages of
the Central Islands. The Dictionary, which is incomplete, was compiled during field service (1941-73). Miller
describes the dictionary as colloquial rather than ecclesiastical, making use of material produced by the
Reverends Oscar Michelsen and Peter Milne, missionaries in the New Hebrides in the late 1800s. Much of
the explanatory material in the dictionary is in Tongoan. Part II begins with a grammar and word list for the
Makatea language (Polynesian) of Emae and continues with brief grammars of four of the seven dialects of
Efatese identified by Miller:
Lelepa (Efate)
Erakor (Efate)
Emau (Efatese) and Epau-Fuari (Eastern Efatese). Miller has provided a detailed introduction to the
dictionary and to each of the grammars in Part II.
AU PMB MS 1037
Title: Fraser family papers
Date(s): 1881 (Creation) Fraser, various family members
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Robert Mackenzie Fraser (1851-1921) was born in Scotland. In 1881 he was appointed by the Presbyterian
Churches of Tasmania as their first missionary to the New Hebrides where he died at the Paton Memorial
Hospital, Vila. He married twice and had eight children.
This three-part collection consists of the writings of various members of the Fraser family: Part 1 - letters and
diary of Jessie Fraser (nee Mellis) Fraser's first wife; Part II - a diary by Ruth Fraser Davies, Fraser's daughter
from his second marriage; Part III - part of an unpublished autobiography by Dr Vernon Davies, DSO, MD,
MRACP, PhD (Ruth's husband), the doctor who attended Fraser in Vila.
Part I is a typescript of 127 pages covering the period August 1881 to April 1911. It was compiled by Mary
Cambell Pollard, Jessie's eldest daughter and only surviving child. It consists mostly of Jessie's letters and
brief journals sent to her family in Scotland but includes letters by Fraser. Jessie's letters describe the
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journey to Epi where they arrived on 4 August 1882, domestic matters, food, furnishings, livestock, the
garden, other missionary families, traders, mariners and government agents whom she met or visited, and
daily activities in general. The letters are a revealing insight into her life as a missionary wife - the isolation
and lack of 'motherly' support, the frequent illnesses with little or no medical assistance and long periods
alone.
Part II is the diary kept by Ruth Fraser when she accompanied her father to Burumba to help him complete
some translations of the Scriptures into the local language. The diary is in two exercise books (a total of 93
pages) and covers the period 15 May 1920 to 28 August 1921. For Ruth it was a return to the place of her
childhood and she gives detailed descriptions of the people and places familiar to her, the re-establishment
of their home, their domestic activities and the work of the church which she shared with her father. She
also gives details of the ships which called or passed by and the names of friends and people they met or
associated with during the visit, including many of the local people.
Part III is a chapter, 'Two Hospitals', from the unpublished autobiography of Dr Vernon Davies Step-child of
the Twentieth Century. Dr Davies took up his appointment to the Paton Memorial Hospital in 1920 under
the Presbyterian Church of Victoria. Dr Davies cared for Fraser during his illness and officiated at his funeral
service on Fila Island. The typescript (19 pages) is devoted to his time in the New Hebrides and describes the
work of the hospital, local politics, characters and events.
AU PMB MS 1046
Title: Diaries, correspondence and miscellaneous papers
Date(s): 1882 (Creation) Gray, Rev. William
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
William Gray (1854-1937) was born near Gawler, South Australia. He obtained his BA from Adelaide Uni.
and graduated in divinity from Union College in 1880, the first Presbyterian student to complete the course.
He spent 1881, the year of his ordination, in medical training at Adelaide Hospital and as Minister to the
congre-gations of Goodwood and Mount Barker. He married Elizabeth McEwen in 1882 and shortly after
they sailed for Weasisi, Tanna, New Hebrides in the Dayspring. Gray was the first Presbyterian Church of
South Australia missionary to the New Hebrides. He produced a grammar, primer, hymnal and translation of
Luke's Gospel in the Tanna language. At the age of 71 Gray became head of the Smith of Dunesk
Presbyterians Mission which later became the nucleus of John Flynn's Australian Inland Mission. See also
PMB 1047 and 1048.
The collection is divided into three parts.
Part I - Personal Diaries (seven)(Please see PMB 1047 for diaries 1882-84)1 September 1884 to 31 August
1885
1 September 1885 to 31 March 1887
1 April 1887 to 28 April 1889
1 May 1889 to 12 September 1891
12 September 1891 to 31 July 1893
1 August 1893 to 11 March 1898
Medical diary containing case notes, including his wife's confinements, 1882-94
Part II - Miscellaneous Papers
1 - Diary of Andrew Gray, typescript copy, 1794-1816, 10pp; newspaper clipping ?1935 by J.D. Allan Gray
(grandson).
2 - Genealogy of the Gray family prepared by William Gray, 15pp handwritten and a 14-page typescript copy
3 - Photograph of Bishop John Gray with notes on reverse; brief history, 1p; photograph of William Gray's
mother, Elizabeth Milne
4 - Marriage certificate of William Gray and Eizabeth McEwen, 1882
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5 - Birth certificate of William Watt Erskine Gray, 1888
6 - Birth certificate of Winifred Nellie Turner, 1898
7 - Marriage certificate of William W.E. Gray and Winifred N. Turner, 1917
8 - Short history of William Gray on his death in 1937, handwritten (author unknown); press clipping from
The Banner, article entitled 'A Bush Batism'
9 - 5 letters to William W.E. Gray, Winifred Gray and the S.A. Caledonian Society Inc. from William Gray re
the disposition of books, manuscripts and papers, 1931, 1932 and 1937
10 - Brief history of Church's partici-pation in mission fields in the New Hebrides, William Gray, 1936, 6pp 11
- Typescript article entitled 'Tanna', by William Gray, 3pp
12 - Typescript article entitled 'The New Hebrides, news from Tanna: A Natives' Conference' by William Gray,
5pp
13 - Account of the wreck of the Ferdinand de Lessops, by William Gray, handwritten, 10pp
14 - Notes by clerk of Synod on New Hebrides Mission Synod, 1882, 2pp
15 - Extracts from letters from British and Foreign Bible Society, 1895
16 - Extracts from Journal of Rev. Oscar Michelson, 1897, 10pp
17 - Notes from Minutes of New Hebrides Synod, 1899
18 - Typescript copy of letter written in English by Nuvau, a man on Tanna, dated June 29th 1932 to Thomas
Watt, son of William Watt a missionary on Tanna for forty years, 1p
s19 - 'Some Notes on the Tannese' in Internationales Archiv fur Ethnographie, Bd. VII. 1894, pp 227-241,
illustrated. Reprint of article by William Gray, 1892
20 - 'William and Elizabeth Gray, Life on Tanna, New Hebrides' draft of a family history begun by William
Watt Erskine Gray, incomplete, 1953
21 - Correspondence from Queensland re whereabouts of missing Kanakas
Part III - Correspondence to William Gray
The correspondence has been arranged in alphabetical order by the owner. The correspondents are:
Annand, 1894; Australian New Hebrides Company Ltd, 1894; Braithwaite G., 1882-88; British and Foreign
Bible Society, 1896; Connell W., 1887; Copeland J., 1887; Cosh J. 1885-94; Cronstedt A., 1894; Forlong H.,
1895-96; Fraser R., 1886; Freeman R., 1884; Goodlet and Smith Ltd, 1893-96 (for church at Aniwa); Gunn W.,
1883-1902; Ingliss J., 1888; Johnson C.F.; Leggatt Watt F., 1887-94; Landel J., 1894; Lawrie J., 1894; Lyall J.
and Lyall H., 1885-88; Macdonald D., 1884-85; MacKenzie J., 1888-1902; Macmillan T., 1894-1911; Martin A.,
1894; Michelsen O., 1884-95; Milne P., 1884-95; Morton A., 1887; Murdo R., 1887; Murray C., 1886-87;
Paton D., F. and J., 1882-94; Presbyterian Church of South Australia, 1894; Presbyterian Church of Victoria,
1894; Rolland N., 1894; Smaill T., 1894; Steel R., 1882; Watt Agnes, 1893-94; Watt W., 1887-1902There are
also 3 letters by the same correspondent whose name is difficult to read, E.J. Suraski?, written from
Whitesand January/February 1886. The correspondent and another (Mr Collins?) were shot at by natives
and their house broken into and robbed. William Gray offered refuge at his home if the correspondent was
unable to get a ship to take him off. See reference to this incident in Elizabeth Gray's journal, PMB 1048.The
last item is a letter signed by the Commander of the Raven, Frank Murphy?, 1887

AU PMB MS 1050
Title: The Brenchley papers
Date(s): 1840 (Creation) Brenchley, Rev. Julius Lucius
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
The Reverend Julius Brenchley (1816-1873) first visited the Pacific (Hawaii) in 1850 with the French traveller,
Jules Remy, during his American tour. He later visited New Zealand in 1864 with Lieutenant the Hon.
Herbert Meade, RN and involved himself in Maori affairs. From Sydney he made his celebrated visit to the
Islands in the Curacoa in 1865, also with Meade whose journals, kept on board the Curacoa in 1865 and the
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Esk in 1866, form part of the Brenchley Papers. See also Artefacts from the Solomon Islands in the Julius L.
Brenchley Collection (London 1987), Deborah B. Waite.
The contents of the microfilm are those items in the collection relating to the Pacific. They include: Meade's
original journal on board the Esk (October/November 1866) with observations on Tongan and Fijian chiefs
Meade's journal on board the Curacoa which mentions Fiji, Aneiteum (New Hebrides), Norfolk Island, Niue,
Samoa, and Tonga including account of the punitive action on 11 August involving the missionary J.G. Paton
at Tanna botanical, biological, meteorological and scientific observations sandal wood and the journal
of a tour from Auckland to Taranaki, New Zealand 1849-1850 by the Governor General. See Finding aids for
details.
AU PMB MS 1051
Title: An informal record of missionary service in the Island of Tongoa and the Shepherd Islands
Date(s): 1941 (Creation) Miller, Revered J. Graham (1913-2008) and Flora Miller (1915-2006)
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Dr and Mrs Miller were missionaries of the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand on the Island of Tongoa in
the Shepherd Group, (New Hebrides), Vanuatu, from 1941 to 1947 when Miller became principal of the
Tangoa Teachers Training Institute, on Tangoa Island (not Tongoa) off the coast of Santo Island. In 1952 the
Millers took a parish in Auckland, New Zealand, returning to Tangoa in 1971 to set up the Presbyterian Bible
College. The left New Hebrides/Vanuatu in 1973.
This typescript manuscript (370pp) is based on the diaries, articles and cultural and topical jottings by the
Rev. J. Graham Miller and his wife Flora during their missionary service in Tongoa, Shepherd
Islands(Vanuatu), 1941-47. It includes maps, press clippings and reproduces relevant reports, statistics and
comments. See also PMB 1012, 1025 and 1028.
AU PMB MS 1075
Title: Papers
Date(s): 1883 (Creation) Witts Family
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35 mm microfilm
Description:
Maurice Myles Witts was born in Bombala, NSW in 1877 and died in Moss Vale, NSW in 1966. During 18991900 he worked for the Colonial Sugar Refining Co. in Fiji. In 1900 he enlisted in the Mounted Rifles and
fought in the Boer War, after which he was discharged as a Sergeant in 1902. In 1904 he moved to Espiritu
Santo in the New Hebrides where he established a coconut plantation at Hog Harbour. In 1904 he married
Mabel Herring (born Sydney, 1877) on Santo. The Witts returned to Australia about 1913. See PMB 1 and
PMB 8 for diaries of Maurice Witts, 1905 and 1911.
1. Diary of Mabel Witts, 7 February to 4 November 1909. Describes daily life at Hog Harbour, including the
birth of daughter Helen in October 1909.
2. Family correspondence, business and other documents, 1900-17, 1931, 1941, 1968. Includes personal
and official letters, printed material and other papers documenting inter alia: Maurice Witts' work in Fiji,
1900; Boer War service, 1902; planting activities on Santo, 1905; membership of the Legion of Frontiersmen,
1906-7; marriage in 1907; appointment as a police constable, 1911; and purchase of property at Wyong,
NSW, 1911. Also includes letters from Witts to daughter Betty, 1931 and wife Mabel, 1941 and a letter from
a firm of Port Vila Solicitors to Mrs Betty Tyler of Moss Vale re the ownership of Lathu Island off Hogg
Harbour, 1968.
3. Four family photographs: Mabel, c.1883 and c.1904; Maurice, 1956; and a group portrait of Maurice and
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two others, c.1905.
4. Printed map of Espiritu Santo with pencil annotations, n.d.
AU PMB MS 1084
Title: Bachelor of Divinity and Master of Theology theses
Date(s): 1968 (Creation) Pacific Theological College
Extent and medium: 33 reels; 35mm microfilm Digital PDF of reels 23-33 (excluding reel 26)
Description:
The Pacific Theological College in Suva, Fiji, is an ecumenical institution founded in 1966 to assist in providing
the Pacific churches a highly trained indigenous ministry. The College established an international reputation
for quality theological education, particularly in the three core areas of Biblical Studies, Theology and History
of Christianity. In 1987 in began a Master of Theology programmme in Pacific Church History. The thesis is an
integral part of the PTC's Bachelor of Divinity and master of Theology programmes.
Approximately 294 theses filmed in chronological order. Many systematically apply detailed local knowledge
to topics covering a broad range of cultural, social and political matters in the Pacific Islands.
See reel list for further details
AU PMB MS 1091
Title: Business and family papers re activities in the New Hebrides
Date(s): 1899 (Creation) Zeitler, Adolphus
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm. Digital PDF.
Description:
Adolphus Zeitler's family came from Germany to Australia from California in the 1850s. Zeitler married Lizzie
MacLeod. The papers are mainly concern the firm Zeitler & Hagen. The correspondence is mainly from
Adolphus and Lizzie Zeitler's plantation, Ringdove Bay, on Epi, New Hebrides. Correspondence includes many
letters from Nicholas (Tiby) Hagen, and also letters from Les Mitchell, Steve d'Avera and R. J. Fletcher
Correspondence-in, 1899-1933 -- correspondence-out, 1921-1931
ms and partial transcript of a diary kept by Lizzie and Adolphis Zeitler, 1919-1920
journal of the launch, Overseas, 1913-1915
formula book
notebook
personal, legal and medical documents
miscellaneous accounts
See reel list for further details

AU PMB MS 1123
Title: Manuscripts, pamphlets and press cuttings relating to Rev. William Gray
Date(s): 1884 (Creation) Gray, Rev. William
Extent and medium: 2 reels; 35mm microfilm
Description:
William Gray (1854-1937) was born near Gawler, South Australia. He obtained his BA from Adelaide
University and graduated in divinity from Union College in 1880, the first Presbyterian student to complete
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the course. He spent 1881, the year of his ordination, in medical training at Adelaide Hospital and as
Minister to the congregations of Goodwood and Mount Barker. He married Elizabeth McEwen in 1882 and
shortly after they sailed for Weasisi, Tanna, New Hebrides in the Dayspring. Gray was the first Presbyterian
Church of South Australia missionary to the New Hebrides. He produced a grammar, primer, hymnal and
translation of Luke's Gospel in the Tanna language. At the age of 71 Gray became head of the Smith of
Dunsek Presbyterian Mission which later became the nucleus of John Flynn's Australian Inland Mission. See
also PMB 1046, 1047 and 1048.
Rev Gray's manuscripts, phamphlets and press cuttings on the labour traffic; copies of some annual reports
of the Queensland Kanaka Mission and the Queensland Department of Pacific Island Immigration; pamphlets
by J G Paton, A C Smith and J Inglis 1915; William Watt Erskine's recollections of his childhood on Tanna,
lantern slides and photographs of missionary life in the New Hebrides, 1880s.
See reel list for further details.

AU PMB MS 1125
Title: Two texts in a language of Tongoa Island in the Shepherd Islands group, Vanuatu.
Date(s): 1944 (Creation) Fak-ao Tinapua Mata, Dick.
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
These documents are poor quality photocopies of the original manuscripts which had been collected by Kirk
Huffman, the former Director of the Vanuatu Cultural Centre. The originals are now said to be missing.
Natulakeana ni nawasiana ni tuai [The beginning of work long ago], 1944
See reel list for further details

AU PMB MS 1126
Title: Bibliography of the New Hebrides Islands, 1610-1942
Date(s): 1610 (Creation) Ferguson, J. A.
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Sir John Ferguson (1881-1969), compiler of Bibliography of Australia and a Trustee of the Library of New
South Wales, had an interest in Pacific Islands bibliography, particularly relating to missionary work in the
Pacific Islands.
This is a photocopy of Ferguson's original manuscript cards, Bibliography of the New Hebrides Islands, 16101942, held in the National Library of Australia (MS3200/Box 16)
Part 1, 1610-1880
Part 2, 1881-1899
Part 3, 1900-1920
Part 4, 1921-to date [1942]
Part 5, Additions to bibliography of New Hebrides
See reel list for further details
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AU PMB MS 1127
Title: Ledger
Date(s): 1903 (Creation) J. W. Mansfield & Co (traders, Port Vila, New Hebrides).
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Mr and Mrs Mansfield had a copra plantation in Ambrym in 1902 (O'Reilly, H‚bridais, p.264). The ledger is
signed by: James W. Mansfield, W.M. Lockhart-Bell, the owner of a Port Vila boatbuilding firm, and Walter
Tanner who was Port Vila Branch Manager for Burns, Philp & Co Ltd.
J. W. Mansfield & Co, Ledger No. 1, 1903-1904, 1906-1907, 1912-13.
See reel list for further details

AU PMB MS 1128
Title: Miscellaneous papers
Date(s): 1913 (Creation) National Library of Vanuatu.
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Miscellaneous documents held in the National Library of Vanuatu.
Photographs of the Presbyterian mission at West Ambrym before and after the volcanic eruption of 1913
Final Report on Tropical Cyclone Uma (5-9 Feb 1987)
Tavue: a collection of short stories from East Aoba
Autobiography of Chief Silas Nari Leo Bule of Labultamata, North Pentecost, in Bislama transcribed and
annotated by Masanori Yoshioka, Shinshu University, Sep 1984.
See reel list for further details

AU PMB MS 1129
Title: Lists of archives of the New Hebrides British Service and related records
Date(s): 1974 (Creation) Western Pacific Archives
Extent and medium: 2 reels; 35mm microfilm
Description:
The Western Pacific Archives, although located in Fiji, was a department of the Solomon Islands
Government, jointly administered by the Deputy Governor and the Ministry of Education and Cultural
Affairs. It was established in 1971 to take over control of the archives of British regional administration (the
Western Pacific High Commission) and of local territorial administration (Resident Commissioners' and
District Commissioners' Offices in the British Solomon Islands Protectorate, Gilbert and Ellice Crown Colony
and the New Hebrides Condominium).
These are the National Archives of Vanuatu's copies (copy No.3) of the WPA's lists of the New Hebrides
British Service (NHBS) archives, consisting of Lists Nos. NHBS 1/I Vols 2 & 3, and 1/II, 2-7, 9-16, 18 & 19 (of a
total of 19 NHBS lists), together with List Nos. WPHC 2 & 31 of High Commission material relating to the New
Hebrides, an unnumbered list of correspondence of the British Agent in North Santo and a list, the Vila
Archives, of manuscripts and other documents relating to Vanuatu collected by the WPA. The NHBS and
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WPHC archives were transferred from Suva to the UK in 1978 and are still held by the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office (1998). The Vila Archives are held in the National Archives of Vanuatu.
See reel list for further details

AU PMB MS 1130
Title: Business diaries
Date(s): 1933 (Creation) Etablissements Ballande (trading operations in Port Vila and Santo, New Hebrides)
Extent and medium: 2 reels; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Comptoirs fran‡ais des Nouvelle H‚brides, a tradiing company operating in Vanuatu, was a subsidiary of the
New Caledonian company, Etablissements Ballande, formed by the entrepreneur, Andr‚ Ballande. The
diaries, which are in French, record day to day operations of Comptoirs fran‡ais des Nouvelle H‚brides in
Port Vila and Santo.
Reel 1 Agenda (business diary), Port Vila and Santo, Mar-Aug 1933
Agenda (business diary), Port Vila and Santo, Jan-Dec 1934
Agenda (business diary), Port Vila and Santo, Jan-Dec 1935
Agenda (business diary), Port Vila and Santo, Jan-Dec 1936
Agenda (business diary), Port Vila and Santo, Jan-Dec 1937
Agenda (business diary), Port Vila and Santo, Jan-Dec 1938
Agenda (business diary), Port Vila and Santo, Jan-Dec 1939
Reel 2 Agenda (business diary), Port Vila and Santo, Jan-Dec 1940
Agenda (business diary), Port Vila and Santo, Jan-Dec 1942
Agenda (business diary), Port Vila, Jan-Dec 1950
Agenda (business diary), Santo diary, 1953-1954
See reel list for further details

AU PMB MS 1131
Title: Business correspondence, 1915-1919, accounts and wages books, 1935-1943
Date(s): 1915 (Creation) Ussher, J., (planter, Nguna, New Hebrides)
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
J. & N. G. Ussher were English planters who arrived in the New Hebrides in 1909. According to Patrick
O'Reilly's H‚bridais, they held a good plantation of 2,300 coconut palms at Nguna.
Correspondence-out re stores and provisions, Mar 1915-Sep 1919.
Accounts and balance sheets (possibly of NJ Ussher or W Anderson), 1935-1941.
Wage book and copra production statisitics (possibly NJ Ussher or W Anderson), 1939-1943.
See reel list for further details
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AU PMB MS 1132
Title: Genealogies of the Shepherd Islands, Vanuatu, (by Island, village and family)
Date(s): 1930 (Creation) Unknown
Extent and medium: 1; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Genealogies (by island, village & family) of the Shepherd Islands, Vanuatu. Author unknown, 1930s.
AU PMB MS 1133
Title: Files on the John Frum Movement, Tanna
Date(s): 1947 (Creation) New Hebrides British Service, Southern District Administration
Extent and medium: 1 Reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
New Hebrides British Service, Southern District Administration, files on the John Frum cultist movement in
Tanna after World War II. Unfortunately part I of the file is not held in the National Archives of Vanuatu.
File No. 1/4 Part II John Frum movement, 1947-52
File No. 1/4 Part III John Frum movement, 1952-1956.
See reel list for further details

AU PMB MS 1134
Title: Travel journals
Date(s): 1953 (Creation) Michoutouchkine, Nicolaï (Artist and collector, Port Vila, Vanuatu)
Extent and medium: 3 reels; 35mm microfilm
Description:
From a family of Russian emigr‚s based in Paris, Nicola‹ Michoutouchkine set out travelling in the Near and
Middle East, India and South East Asia in 1953. After a period of conscription and work in New Caledonia,
Michoutouchkine wound up settling in Port Vila in 1961 with Aloi Pilioko, a Futuna Islander artist. They
collected more than 6,000 indigenous art objects from right across the South Pacific which they have been
exhibited, with their own works, in Noumea, French Polynesia, PNG, Australia, Fiji, New Zealand, Japan,
Sweden, Russia and Central Europe, Taiwan and Indonesia.
Travel journals. The journals record the comments, sketches and verse of the artists, political and religious
leaders, and other people Michoutouchkine met on his travels. They also hold travel documents,
correspondence, press cuttings, photographs and ephemera. As well as tracking Michoutouchkine's journey,
the journals indicate the artistic influences he experienced and document aspects of his artistic
development.
Reel 1, Vol. 1
2 Sep 1953-Nov 1953
Vol 2, Nov 1953-Aug 1954
Vol 3, Aug 1954-Nov 1954
Reel 2, Vol 3, Nov 1954-Jan 1955
Vol 4, Feb-Jul 1955
Vol 5, Aug 1955-Jan 1956
Reel 3 Vol 5, Aug 1955-Jan 1956, cont.
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AU PMB MS 1135
Title: Monthly reports
Date(s): 1966 (Creation) New Hebrides French Residency
Extent and medium: 3 reels; 35mm microfilm
Description:
The reports were found in the grounds of the French Residency in Port Vila after it was vacated when
Vanuatu gaiindependence in 1980. Photocopies have been lodged in the libraries of the University of Papua
New Guinea, the University of the South Pacific and Canterbury University.
Monthly confidential reports from the French Resident Commissioner in Port Vila to the Minister for
Overseas Territories in Paris (in French), together with various other documents including translations of
conference papers, press releases and political manifestoes.
See reel list for further details

AU PMB MS 1140
Title: A Days March Nearer Home, Vols. 5, 6 & 12: Presbyterian Teachers Training Institute (Tti), Tangoa,
Vanuatu, 1947-1973.
Date(s): 1947 (Creation) Miller Rev. Dr J. Graham (1913-2008)
Extent and medium: 2 reels; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Dr Graham Miller and his wife Flora were missionaries in Vanuatu for the Presbyterian Church of New
Zealand. They were based on the island of Tongoa (Shepherd Group) from 1941-1947. Dr Miller was principal
of the Tangoa Training Institute (TTI) from 1947-52. In 1971 Dr Miller was invited to return to Vanuatu and
help establish a Presbyterian Bible College. Dr Miller was also a member of the New Hebrides Synod and was
closely involved with the indigenisation of the Presbyterian Church in Vanuatu. These papers concern Dr
Miller's tenure at the TTI from 1947-52 and again on Tangoa from 1971-73.
The papers comprise three sections, or volumes. The first, Vol. 5, Five and a half years as Principal of the
Teachers Training Institution, 1947-52, includes a description of the Miller's journey from Tongoa to Tangoa,
his first steps as Principal, extracts from Dr Miller's LIVE books, photographs, lectures and the TTI's
relationship with the condominium authorities. Section two, Vol. 6, Specimens of class lecture material at
the Teachers Training Institute, Tangoa 1947-52, includes Dr Miller's selections of graded classroom notes
which he used to assist the students in the main classroom disciplines, e.g. teaching the Bible, English,
Christian conduct, practical training, church work & witness, teaching method, preaching class and Christian
doctrine. Section three, Vol. 12, Presbyterian Bible College, Tangoa, 1971-73, includes papers on the Miller's
return to Tangoa, plans for the Bible College, newsletters, TTI publications, patterns of student life &
activities, student fieldwork, refresher courses, conferences, staff appointments and the Silver Jubilee of the
PCNH. The volume concludes with descriptions of the 10th anniversary celebrations of the Bible College in
1981.
See reel list for further details

AU PMB MS 1145
Title: Judgements of the Joint Court of the New Hebrides
Date(s): 1911 (Creation) Supreme Court of Vanuatu
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Extent and medium: 7; 35mm microfilm
Description:
The Joint Court of the New Hebrides was established with the formation
of the Anglo-French Condominium of the New Hebrides in 1906,
whereby France and Great Britain agreed by convention to govern this
south west Pacific island archipelago as an area of joint influence
(withour partition). The civil and criminal jurisdiction of the Joint Court
was defined by the Anglo-French Protocol of 1914 (ratified in 1922; see PMB Doc 438)
enhancing the original protocol of 1906. In accordance with Article 12 of the protocol, the Joint Court had
civil and criminal jurisdiction over indigenous New Hebrideans (ni-Vanuatu,
referred to as "Natives" in the protocol), matters involving New
Hebrideans and British and/or French citizens, or those of other
nationality who opted to come under British or French jurisdiction
("optants"), and in matters between French citizens and British subjects.
The joint court had one British and one French judge with a neutral
president who was appointed by the King of Spain, but with the
suspension of the Spanish monarchy in the 1930s, this practice ceased
from that time. In accordance with article 20 of the protocol, the two
administering powers also estabished their own national courts. Each
had jursidiction in civil cases not admissable to the Joint Court and in
criminal cases where the defendant or the plaintiff were of the same
nationality as the court (see PMB Doc 446). The Joint Court
was abolished with ministerial level self-government in 1978 and replaced
with the Supreme Court of the New Hebrides and in turn the Supreme
Court of Vanuatu when the country attained full independence as the
Republic of Vanuatu on 30 July 1980.
Judgements issued by the Joint Court of the New Hebrides from 1911 - 1977.
See reel list for further details

AU PMB MS 1150
Title: Correspondence
Date(s): 1890 (Creation) South Sea Evangelical Mission, formerly Queensland Kanaka Mission
Extent and medium: 5 reels; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Florence Young commenced mission work among indentured labourers from the Solomon Islands and
Vanuatu (New Hebrides) on her brothers’ sugar plantation and mill, Fairymead, near Bundaberg in
Queensland, in the early 1880s. Steeped in the beliefs of the Plymouth Bretheren and influenced by the
English Keswick Convention, members of the Young, Deck and Grant families established the Queensland
Kanaka Mission in 1886 and extended it to various centres along the Queensland coast. Converts of the QKM
returned to the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu at the turn of the century, among them Peter Ambuofa of
North Malaita who appealed to the QKM for help. Two men from Queensland, Charles Pillians and Peter
Schwiegert, came in response. Both died of malaria. Subsequently, in 1904, the QKM formed a Solomon
Islands Branch and established a principal station at Onepusu on the west coast of Malaita in 1905. The
Mission changed its name to the South Sea Evangelical Mission in 1907. Its activities were extended to
Guadalcanal, Makira and Rennell Island and, after World War II, it commenced operations in the Sepik
region in the Territory of New Guinea. (See John Garrett, Footsteps in the Sea: Christianity in Oceania to
World War II, 1992; pp.82-87.)
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General correspondence, 1890-1925, and Island Council matters, 1928-1950; together with letters-in from
the following missionaries: Frederick Daniels, 1911; Jessie Deck, 1911; A. Hedley Abbott, 1913; Violet
Sullivan, 1916-1941; Norman Deck, 1917-1942; Robert & May McBride, 1920-1941; M. Clark, 1924; H. J.
Waite, 1924-1941; Miss Drummond, 1927-1931; Alan Niel, 1927-1938; Lilian Drewett, 1927-1937; David
Humphries, 1927-1932; Lily Waiti, 1929; Mr MacDonald, 1929; Dorothy Read, 1929-1938; John M. Bee,
1930-1934; Robert Vance, 1930-1937; Ken Griffiths, 1930-1938; Joan Deck, 1930-1940; Andrew Cowie, 19371941.
See reel list for further details

AU PMB MS 1151
Title: Historical summary of constitutional advance in the New Hebrides, 1954 - 1977
Date(s): 1978 (Creation) Keith Woodward
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Mr Keith Woodward, OBE, arrived in the New Hebrides (Vanuatu) as an Oxford graduate in 1953 to begin his
career with the British Residency. He was subsequently promoted through the New Hebrides British Service
and by the 1970s he had been appointed Secretary for Political Affairs coincided with rapid constitutional
change in Vanuatu as the territory moved towards independence. The manuscript written by Mr Woodward
documents, with compelling detail, these constitutional changes. Up until the 1950s the New Hebrides had
no representative form of government. This began to change in 1957 with the formation of an Advisory
Council and Mr Woodward provides an insightful overview into its composition and functions. However,
most of Mr Woodward's manuscript concentrates on the constitutional changes that occurred in response to
growing ni-Vanuatu (indigenous) demands for independence in the early to mid 1970s. These include the
formation of a Representative Assembly comprised of a majority of elected members in 1975 to succeed the
Advisory Council, the Vanuaaku Pati's (VP) (main independence political party) boycott of the 1977 elections
and the subsequent proclamation of a Peoples Provisional Government (PPG), and the political movements
as they established their respective constitutional positions regarding the transistion to national
independence. Mr Woodwards analysis of this crucial period in Vanuatu political and constitutional history
provides an important framework in which to contextualise the last two turbulent years of condominium
rule, independence in 1980 and the political climate of the early 1980s.
Historical Summary of Constitutional Advance in the New Hebrides, 1954 - 1977; 77 typescript pages.
AU PMB MS 1153
Title: Manuscripts collection
Date(s): 1832 (Creation) Fiji Museum
Extent and medium: 5 reels; 35mm microfilm
Description:
The Fiji Museum Reference Library holds manuscripts and archives transferred to the Museum from time to
time. A section of these is microfilmed here at PMB 1153. Researchers should also note that further archives
and manuscripts collected by the Museum have been transferred to the National Archivers of Fiji, including
papers relating to the Fiji Arts Council, the Fiji Society, the National Trust and a large collection of papers
relating to ornithological research undertaken by Fergus Clunie until the late 1980s.
“D Series” manuscripts held in Fiji Museum Library, including: Swanston journals, Vols.1-6, 1857-1885;
Swanston letters, 1853-1880; Richard Philp, diary, 1872; R A Derrick, “History of Fiji”, Journal F, 1955; J B
Thurston, “Journal of Voyage from Ovalau, Fiji, to the New Hebrides”, 1871, and other Thurston papers; Rev
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D Cargill, journal, 1842-43; Rev J Hunt, diary, 1839-1841; Sir William Allardyce Collection, 1876-1886; Sir
Everard im Thurn papers; Gilbert and Ellice Islands, Codes of laws, 1894-1921; W G Woolnough papers on
the geology of Fiji, c.1907; Brewster Papers; Lomaloma Papers, 1874-1959; Boyne Papers, 1865-70s; Connor
Papers, 1903; Rev Thos Williams papers, 1847; Wesleyan Mission documents, Fiji and Tonga, 1838-1878;
David Cargill papers, 1832; Fiji Museum Papers, 1930-1942; and many others.
See reel list for further details

AU PMB MS 1166
Title: Archives
Date(s): 1989 (Creation) South Pacific and Oceania Council of Trade Unions
Extent and medium: Reels 1-10; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Pacific Conference No.4 of the ICFTU/APRO held in Port Moresby in 1987 resolved that the ICFTU consider
establishing a structure within the ICFTU that would provide a forum for the South Pacific and have an
Oceanic identity. The conference also resolved that the ICFTU/APRO education program in the region should
be expanded so that there was greater ability to plan and implement activities at the local level. As a result
of those decisions the ICFTU/APRO education project was established in June 1988 with the appointment of
a full-time educator. The project operated from a Brisbane office, located in the Queensland ACTU building.
ICFTU/APRO Regional Conference No.14 held in Bangkok in 1988 endorsed the formation of specific
structure for the South Pacific, including the appointment of a full-time executive officer to work alongside
the project educator. It was resolved that an inaugural conference would be convened to formalise the
establishment of the new body which replaced the Pacific Trade Union Forum and became known as the
South Pacific and Oceanic Council of Trade Unions (SPOCTU).
SPOCTU operated as the peak council of the trade union movement in the Pacific Islands, representing
affiliated organisations in Fiji, PNG, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Cook Islands, Samoa, Tonga, New Caledonia,
New Zealand and Australia. Conferences were held every two years and an intensive program of training
workshops was undertaken, often in conjunction with the Pacific office of the Commonwealth Trade Union
Council.
•
•
•
•
•

Minutes of SPOCTU Conferences and Steering Committees meetings (ACTU copies), 19891999.
ICFTU/APRO, Pacific Trade Union Forum and SPOCTU steering Committees, Conferences and
Projects files, 1987-1998.
Commonwealth Trade Union Council, Pacific Trade Union Education Liaison Committee:
meetings, 1992-1996.
SPOCTU Country files: Vanuatu, Samoa, Tonga, Solomon islands, Papua New Guinea, Fiji and
Cook Islands, 1992-1998.
SPOCTU Circulars to affiliates, 1990-1998.
See Finding aids for details.
See also Pacific Unionist, 1989-1998, at PMB Doc 553.

AU PMB MS 1168
Title: Papers on Pacific Islands land matters
Date(s): 1919 (Creation) Ward, Alan
Extent and medium: 10 reels, 35mm microfilm Digital PDF
Description:

37

Alan Ward is Emeritus Professor of History at the University of Newcastle, NSW and contract historian for
the Waitangi Tribunal, New Zealand. His Master's thesis was on the East Coast Maori Trust, in the Gisborne
region of New Zealand's North Island where he was born and raised. During this research Ward became
interested in customary Maori land tenure and its conversion to forms of title cognisable in the New Zealand
courts and intended to facilitate land transfer and economic development. This interest lead to subsequent
research on land tenure in the Pacific islands, particularly in New Caledonia, Vanuatu and Papua New Guinea
and to employment in land administration in the latter two countries. Emeritus Professor Ward is the
author of a number of books on land issues in PNG, New Caledonia and New Zealand, the most recent being
An Unsettled History: Treaty Claims in New Zealand Today (Bridget Williams Books, Wellington, 1999).
Almost half of this record group is concerned with PNG. These papers were gathered when Ward was
Lecturer in History at the University of Papua New Guinea and adviser to the Land Evaluation and
Demarcation Project Study (LEAD). The collection includes correspondence, notes, articles and papers, draft
legislation and press cuttings. A small portion of these papers relate to politics and land matters in Australia,
New Zealand, Solomon Islands, Africa, Marshall Islands, Kiribati, Vanuatu, Banaba, French Polynesia and
Guadeloupe. The remainder of the documents are mainly concerned with New Caledonia between 1947 and
1990 and were assembled by Ward at La Trobe University, Melbourne, through the 1980s, particularly
during the years of political uncertainty in the French Territory from 1984 to 1990. The complete, two
hundred page calender of microfilmed documents held in the Alan Ward papers is available.
See reel list of file titles for a shorter summary.
AU PMB MS 1189
Title: Papers on the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu
Date(s): 1881 (Creation) Allan, Colin
Extent and medium: 11 reels; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Born in Wellington, New Zealand, 23 October 1921, Sir Colin took a BA (1943) and MA (1945) at Canterbury
University and a Diploma in Anthropology at Magdalene College, Cambridge. He served with the NZ army
(1942-44) and with the British Solomon Islands Defence Force (1945).
Sir Colin was appointed in 1945 as an Administrative Cadet in the British Colonial Service and spent a brief
training period in the Western District of Fiji. Transferred to the British Solomon Islands Protectorate, he
served first as District Officer Nggela, Western Solomons, then D.O. and District Commissioner Western
(1946-1948), D.O. Choiseul and Ysabel (1948), D.O. Malu`u (1949) and finally District Commissioner Malaita
(1950-1952) at the time of the Marching Rule. He was appointed by the High Commissioner of the Western
Pacific to be Special Lands Commissioner on 10 July 1953.
In 1954 Sir Colin was seconded to the Western Pacific High Commission Secretariat as Senior Assistant
Secretary, Finance and Development. Here Sir Colin completed the report of the Solomon Islands Special
Lands Commission on 17 June 1957. He served as Secretary of the BSIP Agriculture and Industrial Affairs
Board (1956-57), Chaired the BSIP Copra Marketing Board (1957-58) and represented the UK on the South
Pacific Commission Research Council (1958).
In 1959 Sir Colin transferred to Port Vila where he was appointed Assistant British Resident Commissioner of
the New Hebrides Condominium (1959-66) and then Resident Commissioner (1966-73). Sir Colin was
appointed Governor and Commander in Chief of the Seychelles (1973-76) and then Governor of the Solomon
Islands (1976-1978) at the time of their independence. He was the last High Commissioner of the Western
Pacific. Sir Colin was knighted in 1977 and retired from his illustrious career in 1978.
Sir Colin had a close association with Professor Jim Davidson and other members of the faculty in Research
School of Pacific and Asian Studies and the National Centre for Development Studies, having been a Visiting
Fellow in the Australian National University for a time. His publications include Customary Land Tenure in
the Solomon Islands, 1958, based on the report of the Special Lands Commission, Constitution Making in
New Island States, 1982, and Solomons Safari, 1989.
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Reel 1: PMB 1189/1-21 Sir Colin manuscripts and articles (with reviews), 1951-88; PMB 1189/22-23 Sir
Colin’s speeches, 1967-84; PMB 1189/24 Sir Colin’s press articles about Marching Rule, 1945-51; PMB
1189/25 Sir Colin’s letters to editors re colonial administration, 1981-82; PMB 1189/100-107 Papers re the
Solomon Islands, 1881-1980.
Reel 2: PMB 1189/108-125 Papers re the Solomon Islands, 1881-1980, cont.
Reel 3: PMB 1189/126-142 Papers re the Solomon Islands, 1881-1980, cont.
Reel 4: PMB 1189/143-159 Papers re the Solomon Islands, 1881-1980, cont.; PMB 1189/160-167 Papers re
Vanuatu (New Hebrides), 1897-1993.
Reel 5: PMB 1189/168-183 Papers re Vanuatu (New Hebrides), 1897-1993, cont.
Reel 6: PMB 1189/184-196 Papers re Vanuatu (New Hebrides), 1897-1993, cont.
Reel 7: PMB 1189/197-216 Papers re Vanuatu (New Hebrides), 1897-1993, cont.; PMB 1189/217-218 Papers
re general Pacific matters, 1944-1983.
Reel 8: PMB 1189/219-229 Papers re general Pacific matters, 1944-1983, cont.; PMB 1189/267-271 Papers
on constitutional development in the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu, including resettlement of Gilbertese in
the Solomons, 1943-1987.
Reel 9: PMB 1189/272-273 Papers on constitutional development, cont.; PMB 1189/276-280, 285-291
Selected press cuttings, 1953-1989; PMB 1189/294 Selected printed material – Solomon Islands.
Reel 10: PMB 1189/295, 298, 301-303, 306-312 Selected printed material – Solomon Islands, cont.; PMB
1189/384-385, 388 Selected printed material – Vanuatu.
Reel 11: PMB 1189/394-397, 400 Selected printed material – Vanuatu, cont.
See Finding aids for details.
AU PMB MS 1214
Title: High Commission, Fiji, pamphlets
Date(s): 1874 (Creation) Gordon, Sir Arthur (1829-1912)
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Arthur Charles Hamilton-Gordon, first Baron Stanmore (1829-1912) was born in London and served from
1854 to 1857 as a member of the House of Commons. Gordon served as Governor of Trinidad (1866-1870),
Mauritius (1871-1874), Fiji (1875-1880), New Zealand (1880-1882) and Ceylon (1883-1890). From 1877 to
1882 he also served as High Commissioner and Consul-General for the Western Pacific.
A collection of 33 pamphlets, bound in one volume, formed by Sir Arthur Gordon when Governor of Fiji and
Western Pacific High Commissioner, consisting of parliamentary papers and printed correspondence relating
to Western Pacific islands other than Fiji, including New Guinea, the Solomon Islands and the New Hebrides.
The pamphlets also include: reports on the cesssion of Rotuma, pearl shell fisheries in the Torres Strait, the
labour trade, the Intercolonial Conference of 1881; papers relating to conflicts, kidnappings and murders in
the islands involving the ships “Borealis”, “Sandfly”, “Aurora”, “Leslie”, “Winifred”, “Miranda”, “Isabelle”,
“Cormorant”, together with reports by Commodore Wilson on murders on the coast of New Guinea; general
reports on conditions and commerce in the islands by W. Seed and Sterndale; Capt. W.H. Marshall’s report
on his observations of the Ellice, Gilbert, Marshall and Caroline Islands in the HMS “Emerald”, 1881.
See Finding aids for details.
See also PMB 1213 and 1215.
AU PMB MS 1244
Title: Correspondence from the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu
Date(s): 1930 (Creation) Leishman, Sister Helen (1902-1995)
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
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Mary Helen Margaret Leishman was born at Bunbury Western Australia on 17 April 1902. She died on 7 May
1995 in Launceston, Tasmania. Helen Leishman gave 22 years service to the Anglican Church's Melanesian
Mission in the Solomons and New Hebrides (now Vanuatu) as both lay missionary nursing sister, then as a
member of the religious sisterhood, the Community of the Cross. That Community corporately moved to the
Roman Catholic church in July 1950, after which Helen Leishman spent more than 38 years in a Carmelite
Monastery in Tasmania.
Helen Leishman trained as a nurse in Perth WA, completing her midwifery in Adelaide SA. While living and
working in Perth she heard a clergyman preach on the work of the Anglican church's overseas missions.
Some time later, on an impulse, she enquired about missionary life, was accepted on the spot, sent to
Mission headquarters, Siota, Solomon Islands for training, then was assigned to a school in the New
Hebrides.
Her enculturation programme was conducted by the Community of the Cross, an Anglican Sisterhood of
three members established only a year previously. She subsequently joined the Community. She taught in
the Community's school, was nurse, dentist, midwife and otherwise multi-skilled member of the Community,
became the de facto mother of the babies taken in as orphans, taught personal and community hygiene and
mothercraft to the older students at the school, trained indigenous women who joined the Community in
hygiene, child care, midwifery and other elementary medical skills. Either alone, or with colleagues (mostly
one or two Taina), she worked in remote locations, went periodically to distant islands to preach
Christianity, teach, and attend to the sick. She was in the Solomons during World War II when the Japanese
invaded, remained in seclusion in the mountains under the protection of the indigenous people until after
the battle of Guadalcanal, when evacuated to the New Hebrides. After some years back in the Solomons the
Sisters decided to join the Roman Catholic church, an event described by Mother Margaret Wilson, the
Community Superior (see PMB 145). (From T.W. Campbell, “The Hidden Lives of Helen Leishman”, WomenChurch, 33, Spring 2003.)
These letters cover the period 1930 to 1948. The originals, held privately, are to be placed with St Mark's
Library, Canberra ACT. See Finding aids for details.
AU PMB MS 1252
Title: Letter books
Date(s): 1896 (Creation) Leggatt Rev. T. Watt
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm Digital PDF
Description:
Letter books of Reverend Thomas Watt Leggatt. He was a Scottish missionary based on Malekula, Vanuatu
(previously New Hebrides) representing the Presbyterian Church of Australia c.1895-1905. He was ordained
in Melbourne in 1886 and became Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria in 1931.
The material is as follows:
Press-copy letter-book, May-Nov 1896, Ms., ff. 1-69, indexed. Written from Aulua Mission, Malekula, New
Hebrides. Informative, detailed letters including, ethnographic observations on the people of Malekula, the
number of their languages; Report of the “Amy Gertrude Russel” Mission Station, Aulua, Malekula, New
Hebrides, year ending August 13th 1896; cover note addressed to Rev Leggatt’s father for a cask of 192lbs of
arrowroot together with a 50lb bag of raw coffee being shipped to Melbourne; and letters to TWL’s brother
Andrew, Mr Watson, Mr Langridge, Mr Paton, Dr and Mrs Annand, Mrs Scott, Mr Rolland, Mr Baker and Mrs
C.B. Anderson.
Press-copy letter-book, Sep 1897-Oct 1905, Ms., ff.1, 9-165, indexed. Also written from the Aulua Mission,
Malekula, New Hebrides. Includes letters to Mr Hardie, Convenor, Foreign Mission Cmte, Presbyterian
Church of Victoria; also correspondence with the Western Pacific High Commission requesting including
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request to register the birth of TWL’s daughter, Lillie Faith Leggatt; letters passing on mission news to Mr
Langridge, Mrs Tomkins, Miss Sutton, Mr Johnstone, Dr Cook and others, including Dr Geo Smith of
Edinburgh with news that the French on the South coast were not driving out Rev TWL’s teachers; and an
order for supplies. This letter-book includes a list of teachers in the Aulua District, Malekula, stating their
names, location, salary and supporters (1899), and reports on indigenous teachers supported by the
Presbyterian Church of Victoria or by the John G. Paton Fund (Samuel, Semuku, Taripoa, Tarivaka, Samson,
David, Solomon, Abel & Albam studying at the Teachers Training Institute, Santo (Apr 1900); detailed reports
(Apr 1900) on the following teachers: Josua at Ambilbarap; Noa; Ambongluan and wife Mogur; Paul and his
wife Letok-Surur who opened a new station on Koliviu in the Maskelyne Islands; Harry Martin at the village
of Batinir (Bakineer); Nambogsia of Burambar teaching at Sakau, one of the Maskeleyne Islands with Moses;
Luke at the village of Pandru-lemp (?); Ebram at village of Bobambu (?); Alek at the Institute; Japhet and his
wife Letubunka who were students at the Training Institute, Santo; and Thomas Erskine. There are also
letters to the teachers and scholars at Presbyterian Sabbath Schools in Melbourne (Kensington, Kew,
Malvern, Toorak, South Yarra) including reports on teachers and students supported by the various Sabbath
Schools, namely Samuel, Josiah; Japhet; Taripoa and his wife Lelang; Ambongbaita and his wife Letis.
See also: Rev. T. Watt Leggatt’s diaries, 1901-1908, at PMB 86 and his newspaper clippings relating to the
New Hebrides, c.1891-1905, at PMB 87.
The following material available at National Library Australia:
1. Leggatt, T. Watt, First printings in language of Aulua, Malekula [New Hebrides], 1890-1892.
2. Leggatt, T. Watt, Mission work in Malekula, New Hebrides, 1891.
3. Leggatt, T. Watt, Newspaper clippings relating to the New Hebrides, [ca.1891-ca.1905] [microfilm] Mfm
PMB 87
4. Leggatt, T. Watt, Malekula, New Hebrides [1892]. 5. Leggatt, T. Watt, Nembu sa atua : Pagkumu ca Aulua,
Malekula, New Hebrides, 1893.
6. Leggatt, T. Watt and Watt, Agnes C. P. (Agnes Craig Paterson), 1846-1894. Agnes C.P. Watt : twenty-five
years' mission life on Tanna, New Hebrides / biographical sketch and introduction by T. Watt Leggatt, 1896.
7. Leggatt, T. Watt, Morning rays on Malekula [1897?].
8. Leggatt, T. Watt, Numene ta Apostol Hera, 1897.
9. Leggatt, T. Watt, First book and hymnal : Pangkumu and Aulua, Malekula, New Hebrides, 1897.
10. Leggatt, T. Watt, Diaries 1901-1908 [microform] mfm PMB 86
11. Leggatt, T. Watt, Ensurua naho i tok rien nerambulet bembui tui: Aulua, Malekula, New Hebrides, 1902.
12. Leggatt, T. Watt, Nasuruan ivoi Marik i tos, 1906
13. Leggatt, T. Watt, John G. Paton, D.D., missionary to the New Hebrides : a memorial life for our children /
by T. Watt Leggatt and W.M.M. Alexander. [1907?].
14. Leggatt, T. Watt, How rain came up through the earth on Aniwa [1924].
15. Leggatt, T. Watt, Mission to the Aborigines in South Australia : statement and appeal from the Board of
Missions, by T. Watt Leggatt, H.C. Matthew, 1937.
AU PMB MS 1254
Title: Tribunal français des Nouvelles-Hébrides, Tribunal Mixte
Date(s): 1900 (Creation) Supreme Court of Vanuatu
Extent and medium: 17 reels; 35mm microfilm
Description:
The Joint Court of the New Hebrides was established with the formation of the Anglo-French Condominium
of the New Hebrides in 1906, whereby France and Great Britain agreed by Convention to govern this south
west Pacific island archipelago as an area of joint influence (without partition).
R.T.E. Latham described the operation of the Joint Court: “By way of contrast with the administrative system
a genuine attempt is made to create a joint judicial authority. The joint Court is set up, consisting of a judge
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from each of the powers, and a neutral president, to be appointed by the King of Spain…. The remaining
officials of the Joint Court, who are appointed by the President, included a Public Prosecutor, a Native
Advocate, and a Registrar,all neutrals, together with a bailiff and four clerks…. The jurisdiction of the Court…
covers land suits, offences against the Convention, all civil suits between native and non-native, and crimes
committed by natives against whites. Civil suits, other than land suits, between whites, and crimes, other
than breaches of the Convention, committed by whites, were tried in the National Court of the defendant or
accused. The law applicable in land cases and, of course, regarding breaches of the Convention is the
Convention itself and regulations under it; in other civil cases [it is], the system of the defendant, and in
criminal cases, of the non-native party injured.” (The New Hebrides Condominium, c.1930, p.25; PMB 1280.)
The records on this microfilm are among those arranged by Bruno Corrre, Territorial Archivist of New
Caledonia, and described in his, Archives de la Cour Suprême de la République de Vanuatu (Tribunaux
français des Nouvelles-Hébrides) Répertoire sommaire, 1994.
The following series, most of which were and arranged by M.Corre, have been microfilmed:
•
Organisation judiciare, 1900-1955, (num.1-5);
•
Tribunal criminel de Port Vila, jugements, 1913-1963 (Vols.1-2);
•
Tribunal Mixte, Arrêtés et décisions du Président, 1910-1976 (num.33-59);
•
Arrêtés et décisions du Tribunal Mixte, 1911-1978 (num.60-93);
•
Tribunal Mixte, Conférences. Procés verbaux. 1910-1930, (num.94-100);
•
Tribunal Mixte, Correspondance Juge français, 1950-1956, (File Nos.1-19);
•
Tribunal Mixte, Correspondance - Collection chronologique - Correspondance anglaise et
française, 1927-1979 (num.222-268).
See Finding aids for details.
AU PMB MS 1262
Title: Labour judgements
Date(s): 1975 (Creation) Supreme Court of Vanuatu
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Copies of Joint Court judgements in labour disputes, as follows:
•
Feb 1975: Christian Rimbert v. La Societe Fortuaire.
•
1975: Bernard Daniel v. D.J. Gubbay (New Hebrides) Pty Ltd.
•
Judgement No.(A)24/75, 6 Jun 1975: Public Prosecutor v. D.J. Gubbay (New Hebrides) Pty
Ltd.
•
Judgement No.(A)39/75, 16 Sep 1975: Robert Tran Van Binh v. Societe Commerciale
d’Etudes et de Travaux.
•
Judgement No.(A)44/75, 17 Oct 1975: John Gilmore v. D.J. Gubbbay Pty Ltd.
•
Judgement No.(A)52/75, 23 Dec 1975: Claude Bruyere v. La Societe Civile Agricole et
Pastorale.
•
Judgement No.(A)2/76, 8 Jan 1976: David Art Joffick v. Limerick Pty Ltd and Charter Pacific
Ltd.
•
Judgement No.(A)20/76, 17 Aug 1976: Pierre Garsonnin v. l’Administration francaise des
Nouvelles-Hebrides.
•
Judgement No.(A)21/76, 17 Aug 1876: Edouard Bossan v. l’Administration francaise des
Nouvelles-Hebrides.
•
Judgement No.(A)23/76, 17 Aug 1976: Jean Baddda de Podasalva v. l’Administration
francaise des Nouvelles-Hebrides.
•
Judgement No.(A)36/76, 3 Sep 1976: Jean Baddda de Podasalva v. l’Administration francaise
des Nouvelles-Hebrides.
•
Judgement No.(A)33/76, 31 Aug 1976: Hubert Thibault v. Georges Venekas.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Judgement No.(A)43/76, 1 Oct 1976: Sione Maealiuaki v. D.J. Gubbay & Co (New Hebrides
Pty Ltd.
Judgement No.(A)62/76, 23 Dec 1976: Santanu Lal v. La Societe de Entreprises LenisaBenedetti.
Judgement No.(A)1/77, 12 Apr 1977: Jean-Pierre Falentin v. Madame Stela Bon.
Nouvelles-Hebrides.
Judgement No.(A)3/77, 17 May 1977: Jean Robert le Leannec v. Andre Harbulot.
Judgement No.(A)4/77, 25 May 1977: Didier Calistri v. George Joseph Welsh and Colin
Graham Bryant.
Judgement No.(A)5/77, 9 Sep 1977: Fred Lewawa v. Raymond Vallette.
Judgement No.(A)6/77, 8 Nov 1977:Georges Lai Tham v. Leon Chung.
Judgement No.(A)7/77, 8 Nov 1977, Ah Fosu Faitham v. Leon Chung.
Judgement No.(A)8/77, 25 Nov 1977: Franz Joseph Wild and others v. La Societe
d’Exploitation Agricole et d’Elevage des Nouvelles-Hebrides.

AU PMB MS 1275
Title: Papers on constitutional development in the Pacific Islands.
Date(s): 1901 (Creation) Lynch, C.J. (Joe)
Extent and medium: 8 reels; 35mm microfilm
Description:
C.J. (Joe) Lynch was born on 6 June 1924 in Albury, New South Wales. He married Jean Marian Lane and had
one daughter, Elizabeth. Joe Lynch died in May 1985.
Joe Lynch was admitted as Barrister, Supreme Court of New South Wales in 1949. He worked as a legal
officer at the Department of Territories from 1949-1952. He worked as a legal officer at the Department of
Law in Papua New Guinea from 1952 and was the Deputy Crown Law Officer and Assistant Secretary from
1955. From 1961 he worked as a legislative draftsman and drafted the constitutions of Papua New Guinea
and Tuvalu (finalised after his death). He also completed post constitutional drafting for Kiribati and preconstitutional drafting for the Marshall Islands. Joe Lynch was the Constitutional Draftsman and Special
Legislative Counsel in Papua New Guinea from 1972 until Independence. He continued to undertake work
on legislation for Papua New Guinea until around 1978. He was also the Acting Secretary for Law on several
occasions.
This archive includes notes, drafts and published papers by Joe Lynch, and other authors, relating to the
political and constitutional development of Pacific Island countries. Many of the papers are dated from the
1960s-1980s, during a time when many of these countries achieved independence.
Joe Lynch wrote extensively and published many journal articles, papers and books on the political and
constitutional development of Pacific Island countries. These papers include the comparison of constitutions
from different Pacific Islands, Westminster law, Parliamentary Ministerial Systems and political development
in the Pacific.
The documents are arranged by country; firstly with papers written by C.J. Lynch, arranged chronologically;
followed by papers by other authors, arranged chronologically. Published papers have not been microfilmed.
Series List
PMB 1275/1/1-58
PMB 1275/2/1-55
PMB 1275/3/1-24
PMB 1275/4/1-2
PMB 1275/5/1-2

PNG - C.J. Lynch Manuscripts 1959-1980
PNG - Other Authors 1901-1985
General – Other authors
1963-1982
Cook Islands – Other authors 1964, 1982
Fiji - C.J. Lynch Manuscripts
1984
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PMB 1275/6/1 Fiji – Other authors
1970
PMB 1275/7/1-6
Kiribati – C.J. Lynch Manuscripts 1979-1980
PMB 1275/8 Kiribati – Gilbert Islands – Other authors 1974-1982
PMB 1275/9 Marshall Islands – C.J. Lynch Manuscripts
1980-1984
PMB 1275/10 Marshall Islands – Other Authors
1975-1984
PMB 1275/11 Micronesia – Other Authors
1952, 1974
PMB 1275/12 Nauru – Other Authors 1968
PMB 1275/13 Pacific Constitutions
1984
PMB 1275/14 Palau – Other Authors 1979-1981
PMB 1275/15 Solomon Islands – Other Authors
1976-1982
PMB 1275/16 Truk – Other Authors 1982
PMB 1275/17 Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands
1980
PMB 1275/18 Tuvalu - C.J. Lynch Manuscripts 1979-1984
PMB 1275/19 Tuvalu – Other Authors 1974-1984
PMB 1275/20 Vanuatu (New Hebrides) – Other Authors
1978-1980
PMB 1275/21 Western Samoa – Other Authors
1970,1982
PMB 1275/22 Yap – Other Authors
1979-1981
PMB 1275/23 Law related papers – C.J. Lynch 1972-1982
PMB 1275/24 Law related papers – other authors
1971-1984
PMB 1275/25/1-2
C.J. Lynch – correspondence
1974-1982
Correspondence, 1989-1999 (reels 1-3)
Subject files (reels 4-6)
Constitution of Fiji (reels 6-9)
Filing systems (gaps) (reels 9-10)
National Federation Party and Elections (reels 10-12)
Speeches (reel 12)
Agricultural Landlord and Tenant Act (ALTA) (reels 12-15)
Files on Women's Issues (reels 15-17)
Other files (reels 17)
Printed material (reel 17-18)
Serials (reel 18)
See Finding aids for details.
AU PMB MS 1277
Title: World YWCA, South Pacific Area, Ofis Blong Ol Meri, circulars, leaflets, reports, newsletters and posters
Date(s): 1982 (Creation) Lechte Ruth and Goodwillie Diane
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
The World YWCA started a South Pacific Project in 1974 with Ruth Lechte as staff person. In 1982, Ofis Blong
Ol Meri was established with Diane Goodwillie as Co-ordinator. In May 1983, Edith Enoga from Papua New
Guinea was appointed as Communications Development Officer. Ofis Blong Ol Meri was a project to serve
the needs of women in the Pacific Islands (especially PNG, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Fiji, New Caledonia,
Kiribati and Tuvalu). It worked mainly with non-government women’s groups. (From leaflet, n.d., 1983?)
Circulars, leaflets and reports, 1982-1987; Newsletters, 1983-1991; Photographs; Calendars, 1984-1988;
Related Publications, 1994-2002.
See Finding aids for details.
AU PMB MS 1279
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Title: Diaries and notebook kept at Vanikoro and Santa Cruz, Solomon Islands, and in the New Hebrides
Date(s): 1930 (Creation) Jones, Fred Louis (1902-1987)
Extent and medium: 2 reels; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Fred Louis Jones was born in England in 1902. He arrived in Port Vila in the mid 1920s. He may have worked
as District Officer in the British Solomon Islands Protectorate for a brief time in the 1920s. In Port Vila he
purchased a trading schooner, Quand meme, and established a trade store in Vanikoro. Fred Jones had wide
interests, see for example, H.G. Beasley and F.L. Jones, ‘Notes on Red Feather Money from Santa Cruz
Group, New Hebrides’, Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, Vol.66, Jul-Dec 1936. He later
purchased an Island in the Banks Group where his son, Jimmy, still lives. Fred Jones retired to Australia and
died in Sydney in 1987.
Contents:
Reel 1
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
Reel 2
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

F.L. Jones, Solomon Islands, Diary and ship’s logbook, 1930
F.L. Jones, Diary, 1930
F.L. Jones, Diary, 1933
F.L. Jones, Diary, 1934
F.L. Jones, Diary, 1937
F.L. Jones, Diary, 1941 (Diary stops at Oct 1941.)
F.L. Jones, Diary, 1942 (Includes financial records.)
F.L. Jones, Diary, Jan 1943-12 May 1944. To 31 Dec 1943, cont. on reel 2.
F.L. Jones, Diary, Jan 1943-12 May 1944. From Jan 1944, cont. from reel 1.
F.L. Jones, Diary, 1945. Includes some accounts.
F.L. Jones, Diary, 1946
F.L. Jones, Diary, 1947
F.L. Jones, Diary, 1948
F.L. Jones, Diary, Jan 1949-27 Feb 1950
F.L. Jones, Diary, Apr-Dec 1950. Includes accounts.
F.L. Jones, Diary, 1951
F.L. Jones, Diary, 1952
F.L. Jones, Diary, 1953. This diary is written in the Agenda published by the New Caledonian
firm Établissements Ballande in 1953, the centenary of French occupation of New Caledonia.
The prolific advertisements and photographs printed in the Agenda reflect commercial life in
New Caledonia and the New Hebrides.
F.L. Jones, general notebook, comprised of a series of essays, including:
“Japan Reaches Out”; “A Brief Account of a Day Fishing for Trochus Shells”; “An Account of a
Shark Fishing Disaster at Santa Cruz August 1935”; “H.A. Bernatzik”; “Bishop Molyneux”;
“Menaduka / Menduka / Meduka”; “Mermunda – a Spirit”; Dukas at Santo Bay compared to
the old gods at the Reef Islands and Duff Group and other notes on five kinds of “dukas”;
“Story of Nolarlingi and Darwi”.

AU PMB MS 1280
Title: The New Hebrides Condominium
Date(s): 1930 (Creation) Latham, Richard Thomas Edwin (1909-1943)
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Richard Thomas Edwin Latham, the son of Sir John Greig Latham (who was leader of the Federal Opposition
in Australia in the early 1930s and later Chief Justice of the High Court of Australia) was a brilliant student at
Scotch College, Melbourne, 1922-1926. He continued his successful scholastic career at the University of
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Melbourne where he graduated Bachelor of Arts with first class honours in the combined Schools of History
and Philosophy in April 1930, and also studied four Law subjects in 1930 as part of a LLB. He won a Rhodes
Scholarship for Victoria in November 1931, studied Law at Oxford University, where he wrote on
constitutional law, was called to the English Bar and joined the Foreign Office for a time before entering the
RAF where he was commissioned as an observer. Latham was listed missing on 15 April 1943 when an
Australian torpedo bomber which he was navigating failed to return from a scheduled attack on an enemy
convoy off the Norwegian coast.
Contents:
The New Hebrides Condominium, Ts., p/c, pp.1-73, is a well-informed and polished account of the
Condominium, possibly part of a thesis presented at the School of History at Melbourne University in 1929
or 1930, consisting of the following parts:
‘Authorities’, p.1
Ch.I. ‘Introduction, p.3
Ch.II. ‘The Status Quo iin 1900’, p.6
Ch.III. ‘Local History 1900-8’, p.11
Ch.IV. ‘The Entente and the Framing of the Convention’, p.17
Ch.V. ‘The Convention of 1906’, p.23
Ch.VI. ‘The Working of the Condominium, 1907-22’, p.29
Ch.VII. ‘The Condominium and the Natives’, p.40
Ch.VIII. ‘The Protocol of 1914-22’, p.48
Ch.IX. ‘Native Life and Depopulation’, p.54
Ch.X. ‘Oriental Labour’, p.62
Ch.XI. ‘The New Hebrides Under the Protocol, 1922-9’, p.65
Ch,XII. ‘The Future’, p.69
The South Pacific Commission, Preservation of Manuscripts Service, microfilmed a typed transcript of this
document in August 1954 (SPC mf.40). A note on the SPC microfilm reads:
“The document which follows was very kindly made available for copying and deposit by the Rev. J.W.P.
Gillan of Heidelberg, Victoria, who was formerly with the Presbyterian Mission at Tangoa. The original is in
the possession of the Rev. J.W. Coombes, General Secretary of the Australian Presbyterian Board of
Missions, Sydney.
“Mr Gillian’s copy was typed in 1945 by a N.Z. Serviceman in the New Hebrides from what was understood
to be an original of Mr Latham’s thesis. The thesis was originally submitted for an M.A. degree at the
University of Melbourne. It is understood that the present copy was never carefully checked against the
original.”
The document microfilmed here at PMB 1280 is Latham’s original work from which the NZ Serviceman made
his transcription. Latham’s student record makes no mention of him enrolling in an MA and does not refer to
any thesis.. The Sydney Morning Herald reported on 23 March 1930 that R.T.E. Latham had returned from a
visit to the New Hebrides. It is possible that Latham’s work was written after that visit.
AU PMB MS 1301
Title: Selected archives
Date(s): 1863 (Creation) Church of Melanesia (Anglican Church in the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Norfolk
Island, New Zealand and Australia)
Extent and medium: 2 reels; 35mm microfilm
Description:
In 1854, at the recommendation of Bishop George Augustus Selwyn, Melanesia was created as a separate
"See" which Bishop Selwyn toured in 1857 in the mission ship Southern Cross, visiting sixty-six of the islands.
John Coleridge Patteson was consecrated Bishop of Melanesia in 1861. Patteson and several of his
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companions were killed on 20 September 1871 on the island of Nakapu, in the Santa Cruz group, after slaveraiders had visited the area. In 1867, the Mission college at Mission Bay, Auckland, moved to Norfolk Island.
In 1919 it moved to Siota, Gela Island, and in 1970 to Guadalcanal where in became known as Bishop
Patteson Theological Centre (later college), Kohimarama. The first Melanesian to be an ordained priest was
George Sarawia from Mota Island, New Hebrides (Vanuatu) in 1873. Charles Elliot Fox joined the staff of the
Anglican Melanesian Mission in 1903. During more than seventy years of service as a missionary and
teacher, Fox lived and worked in most of the islands of the Solomon chain, on the Banks, and in the New
Hebrides. Ini Kopuria formed the Melanesian Brotherhood in 1925. The first two Melanesian bishops were
Dudley Tuti from Ysabel and Leonard Alufurai from Malaita. They were consecrated in Honiara in 1963. The
Church of Melanesia was inaugurated in 1975.
CONTENTS: Documents held in the pre-1975 archives of the Church of Melanesia at the National Archives
of the Solomon Islands. Some of Rev. Fox’s diaries were re-filmed due to problems with some exposures at
PMB 550.
Rev. Dr Charles E. Fox, Diaries, 1950-1963 (gaps); Southern Cross, voyage journal, 28 May-2 Oct 1866
Mission Schooner Southern Cross, J. Jacob, Master, Auckland to the South Sea Islands, Log book, 27 Jun-25
Nov 1873; Southern Cross, Log book, 19 Apr-18 Jul 1900; Envelope marked. ‘Letters of Bishop J.C. Patteson’;
‘Papers Relative to wreck of the Southern Cross VI’, 1932; Rev. Dr Charles E. Fox, Arosi Folk Tales, A881A978; Dedication of the Mission Ship, Southern Cross: press cuttings, Jul-Sep 1932; Captain Jessie Jacob:
illuminated scrap album, 1930; Melanesian Mission Medical Officer’s Annual Reports, 1930-1932.
See Finding aids for details.
See also PMB 549, 550, 554-560.
AU PMB MS 1311
Title: Correspondence from the Presbyterian Mission at Tangoa, Santo, New Hebrides (Vanuatu)
Date(s): 1935 (Creation) Wilson, Adam (1909-1988) and Christina Wilson (1904-1969)
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Adam Wilson (10 Mar 1909-11 Dec 1988) was born in Edinburgh. His family were strong Baptists. He was
apprenticed as a joiner/ woodworker. Encouraged by his father, John Christie Wilson, to pursue a career as a
missionary, Adam Wilson attended the All nationa Bible College in London to train for missionary work in
Africa. There he met Dr McLeod who persuaded him to try the John G. Paton mission in the New Hebrides.
Rev. Adam Wilson arrived at the tangoa Teacher Training Institute on Santo, New Hebrides, on 26 July 1934
where he worked as an "artisan missionary” helping to look after the Presbyterian Mission's infrastructure as
well as teaching. Adam Wilson also edited the Mission journal, Quarterly Jottings from the New Hebrides. He
married Christina Alexander Wrighton (29 Jan 1904-12 Jan 1969; born in Overtown, Scotland) at Rev. Frank
Paton's manse in Melbourne on 11 March 1935. Christina was a nurse by profession. It is likely that Adam
Wilson was a coastwatcher, possibly based in Santo, responsible to the Australian Navy for providing
information on the Japanese if they arrived in the New Hebrides before the Americans. Adam Wilson left the
New Hebrides Presbyterian Mission in 1947 when it was considered that his practical skills were no longer a
priority.
From Alan R. Wilson, Nov 2007.
Letters from Adam and Christina Wilson, mainly from the Tangoa Teacher Training Institute, Santo, New
Hebrides, to their family in Edinburgh, 1935-1947, arranged as follows:
Correspondence, Aug-Dec 1935
Odd pages of correspondence, 1935-1936
Correspondence, Jan-Dec 1937
Correspondence, Feb-Oct 1938
Correspondence, Aug 1940-Dec 1941
Correspondence, Feb 1942-Nov 1943
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Correspondence, Jan 1944-Oct 1945
Correspondence, Jan 1946-May 1947
See Finding aids for details.
AU PMB MS 1331
Title: Church of Melanesia, Diocese of Vanuatu, Rev. Judah Butu papers, Lolowai, Ambae.
Date(s): 1969 (Creation) Rev. Judah Butu (1945-…)
Extent and medium: 3 reels.; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Rev. Judah Butu was formerly Education Secretary, Lolowai Office, Diocese of Vanuatu. His papers include
some files and other papers of his predecessor, Norman Roslyn. Biographical notes on Rev. Butu gathered
during interview by Bishop Terry Brown, July 2009:
• Judah Butu was born in 1945. His father (who had the same name, Rev. Judah Butu) died soon
after the birth of Rev. Butu. Mother, Joyce, very active Mothers' Union member and eventually
diocesan MU worker.
•
1964-65, Teachers training, Kawenu College, Port Vila
•
1966-67, Teacher, Ambae Bulu Primary School, Ambae
•
1968-73, Teacher, Merelava Primary School, Banks Islands
•
1974, Scholarship, Murray Park College of Advanced Education, NSW
•
1975-77, Headmaster, Ambae Bulu Primary School
•
1978-80, Headmaster, Nazareth Primary School, Pentecost (now Lini Memorial College)
•
(1975-80 Correspondence course, University of the South Pacific)
•
1981, Full year at USP, Fiji, to complete diploma and take degree courses
•
1982-83, Headmaster, Ambae Bulu Primary School
•
1984-96, Education Secretary, Diocese of Vanuatu
•
1987, Principal, Torgil Rural Training Centre
•
1999-2001, Office Supervisor, Ministry of Trade, Santo.
Church of Melanesia, Vanuatu Diocesan Education Office, files, 1976-1992; Miscellaneous documents on
education in Vanuatu, including records of St Patrick’s College, Vureas, 1974-2009; speeches by Judah Butu,
Silas Toa, President of the Ambae-Maewo Local Government Council, and others, c.1089-1993; Ripots blong
PPCW (Penama Provincial Council of Women / Penama Kansel Blong Woman), c.1974-2001; Vanuaaku Pati,
Ambae-Maewo Commissars’ Conference, Mar 1980; D.O.V. Lolowai/Ambae District, miscellaneous records,
1992-2002; D.O.V. Lolowai/Ambae District records. 1992-1997; Diocese of Vanuatu, Church of Melanesia,
Newsmagazine, 1990 & 1991.
See Finding aids for details.
AU PMB MS 1332
Title: Church of Melanesia, Diocese of Vanuatu, St Patrick’s Junior secondary school, Banks Islands and
Ambae
Date(s): 1923 (Creation) St Patrick’s Junior Secondary School, Banks Islands and Ambae
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
St Patrick’s School, Vureas, is an Anglican secondary school in Ambae, Vanuatu. Originally located in Vureas
on the island of Vanualava in the Banks Group, St Patrick’s was the earliest of the Anglican schools in South
Melanesia. St Patrick’s College moved to Lolowai on Ambae in the 1920s. See details of early 20th century
Melanesian Mission education administration see, Melanesia Today: A Study Circle Book, with Map, London,
Melanesian Mission, 1927, on the Project Canterbury website:
http://anglicanhistory.org/oceania/hopkins_today1927/.
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•
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•

St Patrick’s Vureas Log Book, Jan 1923-Jan 1930
Log Book Vureas, Jan 1930-Jun 1935
St Patrick’s Log Book, Jul 1935-Sep 1940
St Patrick’s Log Book, Dec 1940-26 Sep 1946
St Patrick’s Vureas Log Book, 30 Oct 1963-8 Jun 1974
Fragments from St Patrick’s Log Books
Register of Admission, Progress and Withdrawal, Vureas High, 20 Jun 1971-1986
“From the Mouth of the Crater”, the School Magazine of St Patrick’s School, Vureas, Dec
1967.

AU PMB MS 1333
Title: Church of Melanesia, Diocese of Vanuatu, Bishop Derek Rawcliffe papers, Santo
Date(s): 1948 (Creation) Derek Rawcliffe (1921-…)
Extent and medium: 9 reels; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Derek Alec Rawcliffe was born on 8 July 1921. He gained a BA from the University of Leeds. Following his
training at Mirfield, he was made a Deacon in 1944. In 1945 he became a priest and was appointed to St.
George's, Worcester. In 1947 he was posted to work in Melanesia as Assistant Master, and then Head
Master at All Hallows School, Pawa, Solomon Islands (1949). From 1956-1958 he was Head Master at St.
Mary's School, Maravovo, Solomon Islands. In 1959 he was appointed Archdeacon of Southern Melanesia.
He was made first Bishop of New Hebrides in January 1974, leaving this post in 1980 to become Bishop of
Glasgow and Galloway. From 1991 to 1996 he was Assistant Bishop in the Diocese of Ripon. He was awarded
an OBE in 1971. (Notes from SOAS Library entry for their holdings of papers of the Rt. Rev. Derek Rawcliffe
(GB 0102 PP MS 61), for details of which see .)
Documents rescued, identified and re-arranged on site at the abandoned Diocese of Vanuatu administration
building, Sarakata, 2008 & 2009, including: correspondence, translations, theological writings, dramas, radio
broadcasts; papers relating to New Hebrides Advisory Council, South Pacific Anglican Conference (SPAC),
New Zealand Anglican Board of Missions, Australian Board of Missions, New Hebrides Christian Council,
British Education Service, Vureas High School, Bishop Patteson Theological College, Pacific Churches
Research Centre, loss of MV “Fauabu Twomey”, MV “Selwyn”, Selwyn College; press cuttings on the
accidental death of Fr Allan Mackay (Noumea).
See Finding aids for details.
AU PMB MS 1334
Title: Church of Melanesia, Diocese of Vanuatu, Diocesan papers, Santo
Date(s): 1909 (Creation) Church of Melanesia (Anglican Church in the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Norfolk
Island, New Zealand and Australia)
Extent and medium: 5 reels.; 35mm microfilm
Description:
NOTE
The Church of Melanesia which was established by Bishop George Augustus Selwyn in
1849. It is known for the pioneer martyrs, Bishop John Coleridge Patteson, murdered in 1871, and Charles
Godden, killed in 1906, among others.
The Anglican Diocese of Melanesia separated from New Zealand in 1854. In 1963 the first two Melanesian
Bishops were consecrated: Dudley Tuti and Leonard Alufurai. In 1975 Church of Melanesia was inaugurated
as its own Province and Norman Palmer was consecrated as the first Archbishop of Melanesia.
The Church has established Anglican congregations in northern Vanuatu, particularly in Ambai (Aoba), the
Banks and Torres Islands and Santo, which were administered as an Archdeaconry, until the appointment of

49

the first Bishop of Vanuatu in 1972. In 1980 the Diocesan headquarters was shifted from Lolowai in Ambae,
to Sarataka in Luganville, Santo.
The Bishops of Vanuatu:
1972
Bp Derek Rawcliffe (formerly Archdeacon Rawcliffe)
Feb 1980
Bp Harry Tevi
[24 Sep 1980 Diocesan HQ moved from Lolowai to Santo]
1990
Bp Michael Tavoa
[1996
Diocese split. Diocese of Banks and Torres formed.]
c.1999
Bp Hugh Blessing Boe
2007
Bp James Ligo
Documents rescued, identified and re-arranged on site at the abandoned DOV administration building,
Sarakata, 2008 & 2009, including: correspondence files, land records, Diocesan Synod meeting papers,
Diocesan education papers; and papers relating to the Melanesian Brotherhood, the Vanuatu Christian
Council, the pacific Churchers Research centre, the New Hebrides National Party / Vanua’aku Pati, etc.; and
copies SPAC Newsletter / Newsletter of SPAC (South Pacific Anglican Council), 1970-1994 (gaps).
See Finding aids for details.
AU PMB MS 1342
Title: Reminiscences of voyages in the Pacific Ocean
Date(s): 1860 (Creation) Martin, Alfred William (1844-1928)
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Alfred William Martin (1844-1928) was born in Clarence Plains, Tasmania, first son of William Martin
(1805/6-1878), a convict transported to Tasmania, and Hannah Braim (1825/6-1860). Alfred William Martin
was educated at Kettering Grammar School in Northamptonshire while his parents were revisiting England.
Returning to Tasmania, Martin became a seaman, despite his good education, firstly on the ship Gem sailing
out of Hobart and then, while still in his teens, on a whaler, Southern Cross, Capt. Mansfield, sailing out of
Hobart to whaling grounds off New Zealand, NSW, and the New Hebrides. He then sailed on the Thomas
Brown, Capt T.H. Brown, a freighter working between Melbourne and Adelaide. Subsequently Martin sailed
a schooner, Jeannie Darling, 80 tons, owner Darling formerly a boat builder in Hobart, carrying timber and
other goods between Melbourne and Schnapper Point (Mornington).
In Melbourne Martin joined the crew of a Brigantine, El Zéfiro (300 tons, Callao), Capt Manuel Diaz Garcias
of Peru, smuggling opium to the China trade via Gilolo Island, Surigao and Manila; smoking bêche-de-mer at
Ponape; trading in the Marshalls, the Gilbert and Ellice Islands, Niue, Samoa, Tonga and Fiji; trading for
sandalwood in the New Hebrides; sailing onwards through the Banks Islands, Santa Cruz, San Christobal,
Malaita, Guadalcanal, Bougainville, and back to Manila via the Moluccas and Celebes. El Zéfiro then sailed
for Bougainville, reinforced with Bougainville warriors carried out a blackbirding raid in Aoba (Ambae) in the
New Hebrides (Vanuatu), then sailed on to South America, touching at the Marquesas and Gallapagos
Islands, selling the New Hebridean slaves at Mollendo in Peru.
Alfred William Martin gave the manuscript to his granddaughter, Clara Ella Simm (b.1897), who he had
brought up as a child after her father, William Simm (1855-1901), died in a flu epidemic in Launceston. When
Dr Macnicol received the manuscript from his mother, via his sister, it was in a bundle tied with string. Dr
Macnicol passed the manuscript to a conservator who repaired torn and fragmented pages. Dr Macnicol topnumbered the pages consecutively in pencil and transcribed the manuscript. He passed the transcript to
Rafael Pintos-Lopez of Michelago, near Canberra, who submitted the transcript to Professor Brij Lal for
assessment.
Untitled incomplete manuscript written by Alfred William Martin of Tasmania, written possibly in the 1890s
relating his Pacific voyages and adventures in the 1860s, Ms. (gaps), re-paginated, pp.1-202; together with
transcript of the manuscript made by Dr Peter Macnicol, Ts., pp.1-251.

50

See Finding aids for details.
AU PMB MS 1344
Title: Church of Melanesia, Diocese of Vanuatu, Bishop Harry Tevi, papers, Santo
Date(s): 1967 (Creation) Bishop Harry Tevi (d.2011)
Extent and medium: 4 reels; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Bishop Harry Tevi was the second Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Vanuatu, Church of Melanesia. He was
Bishop from 1980 until 1990. (See PMB 1334 Information Sheet for details of the Diocese.) Bishop Tevi
trained for the priesthood at St Peter's College, Siota and was the first ni-Vanuatu to be ordained as a Bishop
in 1969. He was a Lecturer at the Bishop Patterson Theological College in Honiara. Bp Tevi died in November
2011.
Documents rescued, identified and re-arranged on site, at the abandoned Diocese of Vanuatu administration
building, Sarakata, 2008 & 2009, consisting of correspondence files, 1979-1986.
Reel 1 was microfilmed in 2010. Reels 2-4 were microfilmed in April 2011. These papers were found when
sorting through additional ACOM boxes at Sarakata, Luganville. Papers that were already in folders were
sorted in chronological date order, but kept in folders. Papers that were loose in boxes, were sorted in
chronological date order and placed in folders by date.
See Finding aids for details.
AU PMB MS 1358
Title: Diaries relating to his service with the Church of Christ Mission on Pentecost Island, New Hebrides
(now Vanuatu).
Date(s): 1908 (Creation) Filmer, Frank Gordon (1885-1956)
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm. 4 PDF files
Description:
Frank Filmer was a missionary with the Churches of Christ on Pentecost Island, New Hebrides from 19081919. Frank became engaged to Rosa Jane Fountain and in 1908 left to work as a missionary for the Church
of Christ. He returned to South Australia and on 6 April 1909 Rosa and Frank were married in the Grote
Street Church of Christ, Adelaide, South Australia. They had five children, four of whom were born in the
islands. In 1923 Rosa developed malaria and died. Frank returned with his young children to Australia and
worked as a Minister for the Church of Christ in Kadina, South Australia. Frank married Vera Edna
Woodward on 2 November 1925 and returned to work on Ambryn as a plantation manager, where he had
two more children. In 1929 they returned to South Australia. Frank later bought a dairy farm in Meadows
where he and his three sons worked.
Four diaries written by Frank Filmer, 1908-1918
Reel 1:
Diary 1, 29 Feb 1908-31 Dec 1909;
Diary 2, 1 Jan 1910-31 Dec 1912
Diary 3, 1 Jan 1913-31 Dec 1915
Diary 4, 1 Jan 1916-31 Dec 1918
AU PMB MS 1359
Title: Selected archives
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Date(s): 1852 (Creation) Church of Melanesia (Anglican Church in the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Norfolk
Island, New Zealand and Australia)
Extent and medium: 4 reels; 35mm microfilm
Description:
NOTE
In 1854, at the recommendation of Bishop George Augustus Selwyn, Melanesia was
created as a separate "See" which Bishop Selwyn toured in 1857 in the mission ship Southern Cross, visiting
sixty-six of the islands. John Coleridge Patteson was consecrated Bishop of Melanesia in 1861. Patteson and
several of his companions were killed on 20 September 1871 on the island of Nakapu, in the Santa Cruz
group, after slave-raiders had visited the area. In 1867, the Mission college at Mission Bay, Auckland, moved
to Norfolk Island. In 1919 it moved to Siota, Gela Island, and in 1970 to Guadalcanal where in became known
as Bishop Patteson Theological Centre (later college), Kohimarama. The first Melanesian to be an ordained
priest was George Sarawia from Mota Island, New Hebrides (Vanuatu) in 1873. Charles Elliot Fox joined the
staff of the Anglican Melanesian Mission in 1903. During more than seventy years of service as a missionary
and teacher, Fox lived and worked in most of the islands of the Solomon chain, on the Banks, and in the New
Hebrides. Ini Kopuria formed the Melanesian Brotherhood in 1925. The first two Melanesian bishops were
Dudley Tuti from Ysabel and Leonard Alufurai from Malaita. They were consecrated in Honiara in 1963. The
Church of Melanesia was inaugurated in 1975.
Documents in the pre-1975 archives of the Church of Melanesia were deposited on 2-4 Feb 1981 and are
now held in the National Archives of the Solomon Islands. The documents copied include Bishop George
Selwyn’s navigational plot book (1852-1857), the diary of Mr Charles Hunter Brown who accompanied
Bishop John Richardson Selwyn on the “Southern Cross” (Apr-Sep 1877), a five volume diary by Rev.David
Ruddock (1880-1884) and Mr. Philip Walsh’s (an Auckland priest, artist and architect) notebook (1880-1890).
Twentieth century documents include a diary by Canon Richard Godfrey (1918-1932) which includes folklore stories of Opa [sic.], New Hebrides and correspondence between General Secretary MM and Miss H.R.
Blake re: establishment of Fauabu Clinic (1930-1942). The collection also includes historical papers relating
to the history of the Church of Melanesia in Norfolk Island (1926-1938).
See Finding aids for details.
See also PMB 549, 550, 554-560, 1301, 1331, 1332, 1333, 1334 and 1344.
AU PMB MS 1364
Title: Field data on the altitudinal range of crops in Papua New Guinea
Date(s): 1979 (Creation) Bourke, R.M. (Mike)
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Dr Mike Bourke is an Adjunct Senior Fellow in the School of Culture, History & Language in the College of
Asia and the pacific at the ANU. He has been engaged in research and development activity in Papua New
Guinea, the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu since 1970. His career highlights include: Agronomist, PNG
Department of Primary Industry (1970-77); Principal Research Horticulturalist, PNG Department of Primary
Industry (1978-83); Postgraduate Student, ANU (1983-88); Visiting Fellow (and later Adjunct Senior Fellow),
Department of Human Geography, ANU (1989-2008); Self-employed Consultant (1988-2008).
Highlands Agricultural Experiment Satation, Aiyura, Crop Altitudinal Limits Data giving actual figures for
altitudinal range of crops in PNG gathered by Mike Bourke in the period 1979 to 1984, arranged in files as
follows:
Location abbreviations
Altitude limits – staples / energy crops
Altitude limits – traditional vegetables
Altitude limits – introduced vegetables
Altitude limits – fruit

52

Altitude limits – nuts
Altitude limits – herbs, spices and narcotics
Altitude limits – non-food crops
Dr Bourke published the mean data in his paper, “Altitudinal limits of 230 economic crop species in Papua
New Guinea”, in S.G. Haberle, J. Stevenson and M. Prebble (eds), Altered Ecologies: Fire, Climate and Human
Influence on Terrestrial Landscapes. Terra Australia 32 (2010), ANU E-Press, The Australian National
University, Canberra; pp.473-512. http://epress.anu.edu.au/terra_australis/ta32/pdf/ch27.pdf
AU PMB MS 1376
Title: “Taem bilong iume: Some notes on people and events in the post WWII British Solomon Islands
Protectorate by a proud former resident”
Date(s): 2007 (Creation) Brown, Paul H.
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Paul Brown first went to the British Solomon Islands Protectorate in July 1958. For 19 years he was based in
Honiara. He helped to establish Solomon Island Airlines, SOLAIR, growing the business from two bush
aircraft to a fleet and introduced flights to PNG and Vanuatu. He was involved in many areas of tourism and
travel in the Solomon Islands.
Paul Brown was initially asked by Ian Wotherspoon and Trevor Clark to contribute a chapter on early
planters and traders and another on the development of the internal air service to a larger book called Taem
bilong iume (De bilong mi) on the British Solomon Islands Protectorate prior to independence in July 1978.
(See correspondence from Trevor Clark re: De bilong mi in PMB1365/46). Taem bilong iume was never
published. Paul Brown later edited his chapters and added more information to create this book. The book
was privately written and published by Paul H. Brown and is not for sale.
Preface
1 – Planters and traders, p.1
2 – Air services, p.14
3 – Missionaries, p.26
4 – Most obedient servants, p.31
5 – Box wallahs, p.37
6 – Friends for life, p.42
Appendix I: The UK’s “Daily Telegraph” obituary notice for Ninian Scott-Elliot RN (Ret’d), Sir Renn Davis and
Sir Jocelyn Bodilly.
Appendix II: Copy of an unpublished report on the mysterious loss of R.C.S. “Melanesian” in July 1958 by an
unknown then S.I. based author.
61pp. plus appendices.
AU PMB MS 1382
Title: Diary, correspondence and miscellaneous papers of missionary service on the Island of Tangoa, New
Hebrides (1931-33).
Date(s): 1931 (Creation) Paton, Frank (1906-2002) and Rita (1904-1982)
Extent and medium: Reels 1-2; 35mm microfilm
Description:
F.J.C. (Frank) and Rita Paton were Presbyterian missionaries in Tangoa (Vanuatu) from 1931-1933. They
married in Ballarat in April 1931 and in May 1931 left for Vanuatu.
“Rev. Dr. John G. Paton’s eldest son, Rev. Robert Robson Paton could not serve in the New Hebrides because
doctor declared him medically unfit for work in the tropics. But he was pleased that two of his sons were
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able to go. Frank was te first of the third generation. He worked as assistant to Rev. Fred Bowie, the
Principal of Tangoa Teachers’ Training Institute (TTI) and District Missionary of South Santo. Frank was a
teacer supported financially by the John G. Paton Fund.
At Tangoa, Frank built a workshop for the TTI students where they could do repair and maintenance jobs.
After returning to Australia, three children, Barbara, David and Ruth, were born. Frank undertook pastoral
work and preaching in NSW, then taught at Caulfield Grammar School and Scotch College Melbourne. Rita
died in 1982. Frank subsequently remarried.
Frank writes the following, “After my early days at school I began work in the city of Melbourne but decided
that I really wanted to become a school teacher. So for some years I did a lot of study and teaching. We
married in Ballarat, Victoria, and set off in 1931 for the Tangoa Training Institute (TTI).
The Rev. Bowie was the principal and we were the only assistants. There were 60 students, of which about a
dozen were married.
We set our clocks every fortnight at sunrise, for 6am, because at that time we met in the Hall for prayers and
study. 8-8:30 was breakfast time, 8:30-10 school work; 10:15-12:30 practical work in the plantation and
weeding and gathering coconuts for copra, while my work was on the buildings etc., to see that they were in
good order. For this work I could call on as many helpers as were necessary for any building and carpentry
jobs.
The afternoon was for the students to work in their gardens over on Santo, except that we always needed to
keep at least four of them in case anything unexpected suddenly had to be done. Rita took the married
women for school work in the afternoons. All sorts of things might suddenly become urgent problems – for
instance, the baker’s oven developed some cracks and, as the two students who looked after the bread
making usually baked every Tuesday and Thursday, they had to do it on Monday and Friday that week and I
had to attend to and supervise the dismantling of all the bricks and make sure that the “new” bricks were
quite sound before rebuilding the oven ready for the Friday baking. (The oven was about six feet long, four
feet wide and four feet high.) At one time, we found that the workshop was in a bad way. White ants or
similar unwelcome guests had made it unsafe. It had to be pulled down, the timber burnt and a new one
built.
Often in the evening, the students would practice singing new hymns in the Hall and as our house (“Number
Three”) was only about 50 yards away, it was a joy to listen to. The hymn books had tonic solfa notation and
the students were wonderful sight readers.
(From They served in Vanuatu by Jungwirth, Fred, 1988, 2nd ed., p.39)
Diaries 1931-1932.
Various correspondence 1931-1939.
Drafts of various writings (memoir, etc.) 1950-1971(?).
Documents relating to Tangoa Training Institute and Presbyterian Church of New Hebrides 1970.
Printed material relating to New Hebrides 1951-1993.
Documents relating to The Pacific Theological College, Fiji, 1970(?).
Newspaper clippings 1931,1994.
See Finding aids for details.
AU PMB MS 1386
Title: Journal, research notes and correspondence from the New Hebrides.
Date(s): 1858 (Creation) Paton, John G. (1824-1907)
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Rev. Dr. John Gibson Paton (24 May 1824 – 28 Jan 1907), born in Scotland, was a Protestant missionary ot
the New Hebrides (Vanuatu). He was the eldest of 11 children of James and Janet Paton.
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Paton grew up in Dumfriesshire in Scotland and later studied theology and medical studies in Glasgow. On
23 March 1858 Paton was ordained by the Reformed Presbyterian Church. On 2 April 1858 Paton married
Mary Ann Robson and 14 days later, on 16 April, they set sail for the South Pacific.
Rev. John G Paton and Mary Paton landed on Tanna, in the southern part of the New Hebrides on 5
November 1858 and built a small house at Port Resolution. Three months after their arrival, their first son,
Peter Robert Robson was born on 12 February 1859. Just 19 days after, Mary Paton died from tropical fever.
Young baby Peter died soon after at just 36 days of age.
Paton worked on the island of Tanna and later Aneityum.
From Aneityum, Rev. John G Paton travelled to Australia in 1862 and then Scotland to address meetings and
raise funds in aid of the mission. He inspired hundreds of other missionaries to take up the cause of
Christianity. Whilst in Scotland, Rev. John G Paton married Margaret (Maggie) Whitecross on 17 June 1864.
Rev. John G Paton and Maggie arrived back in the New Hebrides in August 1866 and established a new
Mission station on Aniwa Island, near to Tanna. They lived in a small hut whilst they built a house for
themselves and two houses for orphan children. Later, a church, printing house and other buildings were
erected. Maggie Paton bore 10 children on the island of Aniwa, 4 of whom died in early childhood or
infancy. Their fourth son, Frank Hume Lyall Paton, later followed them as a missionary in the New Hebrides.
Another son, Rev. Frederick James Paton (1867-1941) was also a Presbyterian missionary on Malekula Island
in the New Hebrides. Rev. John G Paton learned the local language and later translated the New Testament
into the Aniwan language. Maggie Paton taught women and girls craft, singing and reading. Both Rev. John
G Paton and Maggie Paton trained native teachers who were later sent to the villages to preach the gospel,
translated, printed and taught the Scriptures, ministered to the sick and dying, taught the practical use of
tools and held worship services. In 1899 Rev. G Paton saw his Aniwa New Testament printed and the
establishment of missionaries on twenty five of the Southern New Hebrides. Paton continued to tour
Australia, New Zealand, Britain and the United States in mission interests, and later in life he became
involved in the debate on the future of the New Hebrides.
Maggie Paton died at the age of 64 on 16 May 1905 in Kew, Victoria, Australia. Rev. John G Paton died at
the age of 82 on 28 January 1907 in Canterbury, Victoria, Australia.
Journals.
Research notes.
Correspondence.
Notes titled “Last days of Tanna”.
See Finding aids for details.
AU PMB MS 1387
Title: Journals and correspondence from the New Hebrides
Date(s): 1870 (Creation) Paton, Margaret (Maggie) Whitecross (1824-1905)
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Magaret (Maggie) Whitecross Paton was born in 1824. On 17 June 1864 Rev. John G Paton married Maggie
Whitecross. She was his second wife. Rev. John G Paton and Maggie travelled to the New Hebrides in
August 1866 and established a Mission station on Aniwa Island, near to Tanna. They lived in a small hut
whilst they built a house for themselves and two houses for orphan children. Later, a church, printing house
and other buildings were erected. Maggie Paton bore 10 children on the island of Aniwa, 4 of whom died in
early childhood or infancy. Their first born son was Robert Robson Paton, born in Adelaide on 23 March
1865, Fred, the second born son was born on 5 March 1867. Fred was referred to as the “White chief of
Aniwa” as he was the first white child born on Aniwa. Minnie the only daughter was born on 13 December
1868. Their fourth son, Frank Hume Lyall Paton, was born on Aniwa on 26 August 1870. Frank later
followed them as a missionary in the New Hebrides. Lena was born on 28 March 1873 but lived only one
week. James was born in South Melbourne on Nov 26 1875. Walter was born on 27 Aug 1878 but died at
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the age of 2 ½ years. Both Lena and Walter are buried on Aniwa. John was born on Aniwa 23 Nov 1880.
Alec and Willie were twins and born at Kew but died when 3 months old.Another son, Rev. Frederick James
Paton (1867-1941) was also a Presbyterian missionary on Malekula Island in the New Hebrides. Rev. John G
Paton learned the local language and later translated the New Testament into the Aniwan language. Maggie
Paton taught women and girls craft, singing and reading. Both Rev. John G Paton and Maggie Paton trained
native teachers who were later sent to the villages to preach the gospel, translated, printed and taught the
Scriptures, ministered to the sick and dying, taught the practical use of tools and held worship services. In
1899 Rev. G Paton saw his Aniwa New Testament printed and the establishment of missionaries on twenty
five of the Southern New Hebrides.
Maggie Paton’s Letters and sketches from the New Hebrides was edited by her brother-in-law Rev. Jas.
Paton and published in 1895.
Maggie Paton died at the age of 64 on 16 May 1905 in Kew, Victoria, Australia. Rev. John G Paton died at
the age of 82 on 28 January 1907 in Canterbury, Victoria, Australia.
Journal, Sep 1870 – Mar 1872.
Journal, Feb 1874 – Nov 1875.
Correspondence from Minnie Paton to William (Wilfred) Frederick Paton (Oct 1942), includes “some of
Fred’s jokes” and small excerpts transcribed from Maggie Whitecross’ journals.
See Finding aids for details.
AU PMB MS 1389
Title: Correspondence and diaries from time in the New Hebrides as a medical missionary at the Paton
Memorial Hospital
Date(s): 1965 (Creation) Freeman, Dr. Ted (Edward)
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
E.A. (Ted) Freeman O.A.M. served, with his wife Dorothy, as a medical missionary under the Australian
Presbyterian Board of Missions in the New Hebrides from 1963-1970. During this time he worked as a
medical superintendent at the Paton Memorial Hospital.
Whilst in the New Hebrides, Ted often worked in difficult situations. He attended to many different kinds of
medical emergencies, established a blood bank, updated anaesthetic procedures, taught family planning and
supervised the training of many local and expatriate doctors and nurses whilst working in the New Hebrides.
See also PMB Photo 61 for digitised slides of Freeman’s time whilst working as a medical missionary in the
New Hebrides.
Various correspondence, diaries, some printed memorabilia.
See Finding aids for details
AU PMB MS 1390
Title: Selected archives
Date(s): 1848 (Creation) Church of Melanesia (Anglican Church in the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Norfolk
Island, New Zealand and Australia)
Extent and medium: Reels 1-6; 35mm microfilm. Digital PDF.
Description:
In 1854, at the recommendation of Bishop George Augustus Selwyn, Melanesia was created as a separate
"See" which Bishop Selwyn toured in 1857 in the mission ship Southern Cross, visiting sixty-six of the islands.
John Coleridge Patteson was consecrated Bishop of Melanesia in 1861. Patteson and several of his
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companions were killed on 20 September 1871 on the island of Nakapu, in the Santa Cruz group, after slaveraiders had visited the area. In 1867, the Mission college at Mission Bay, Auckland, moved to Norfolk Island.
In 1919 it moved to Siota, Gela Island, and in 1970 to Guadalcanal where in became known as Bishop
Patteson Theological Centre (later college), Kohimarama. The first Melanesian to be an ordained priest was
George Sarawia from Mota Island, New Hebrides (Vanuatu) in 1873. Charles Elliot Fox joined the staff of the
Anglican Melanesian Mission in 1903. During more than seventy years of service as a missionary and
teacher, Fox lived and worked in most of the islands of the Solomon chain, on the Banks, and in the New
Hebrides. Ini Kopuria formed the Melanesian Brotherhood in 1925. The first two Melanesian bishops were
Dudley Tuti from Ysabel and Leonard Alufurai from Malaita. They were consecrated in Honiara in 1963. The
Church of Melanesia was inaugurated in 1975.
Documents in the pre-1975 archives of the Church of Melanesia were deposited on 2-4 Feb 1981 and are
now held in the National Archives of the Solomon Islands.
The documents copied include:
-news cuttings of Bishop Walter Badley (1926-1953),
-ephemera (Bishop Chisholm (1967-1972),
-Charles Fox Lord of the Southern Isles),
-Melanesian Mission, Sydney correspondence with Miss H.R. Blake,
-Melanesian Mission miscellaneous correspondence (1860-1940),
-Maps of Melanesia, 1947,
-Melanesian Mission General Secretary’s correspondence ‘English Correspondence’ (1921-1931),
-Melanesian Mission Trust Board (N.Z.) correspondence (1928-1963),
-Honiara Cathedral correspondence (1961-1970),
-Australian Board of Mission correspondence (1931-1974),
-New Zealand Anglican Board of Mission correspondence (1926-1928, 1950-1965),
-New Hebrides correspondence (1955-1970),
-Registers of the Church of St Barnabas, Alanguala, Ugi (1948-1954).
-Church of Melanesia Synod Minutes (1953-1965),
-O Raverare Gagang Melanesian Mission Church calendar in the Mota language (1939-1957),
-O Sala Usuri (issues missing from PMB Doc 215),
-Legal papers (1880’s-1960’s),
-George Hammond Tarr Ten thousand miles away with the Southern Cross (1921-1936).
See Finding aids for details.
See also PMB 549, 550, 554-560, 1301, 1331, 1332, 1333, 1334, 1344 and 1359.
AU PMB MS 1392
Title: Correspondence, news clippings and photographs
Extent and medium: Correspondence, news clippings and photographs
Description:
AU PMB MS 1402
Title: Diaries of Reverend Peter Milne.
Date(s): 1870-07-19 (Creation) Milne, Peter.
Extent and medium: 12 volumes
Description:
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This collection includes Rev. Peter Milne’s diaries relating to the New Hebrides mission. The diaries contain
daily notes, as opposed to the journals which provide a more considered narrative.
AU PMB MS 1403
Title: Journals of Reverend Peter Milne.
Date(s): 1868 (Creation) Milne, Peter.
Extent and medium: Twenty-three volumes
Description:
This collection includes a significant sequence of journals covering Peter Milne's early years and ministry
training, before giving an extended account of the mission in the New Hebrides at Nguna (Hocken
Collections MS-0432/16 to MS-0432/23). They differ from the diaries in that they are written later as a more
considered narrative, rather than daily notes. There are several numbered volumes, with consecutive
pagination.
AU PMB MS 1404
Title: Journals of Reverend Frederick James Paton from the New Hebrides.
Extent and medium: Six volumes.
Description:
This collection includes the diaries of Frederick Paton relating to missionary activity from 1908-1935,
particularly in the New Hebrides.
AU PMB MS 1405
Title: Papers of William Milne relating to church services in Vanuatu
Extent and medium: 1 bundle of papers
Description:
This collection consists of W.V. Milne’s notes regarding the conducting of church services in Vanuatu. The
notes include the names of people baptized and of some members of the congregation.
AU PMB MS 1407
Title: Other papers of Rev. Peter Milne
Extent and medium: 4 folders.
Description:
This collection includes Rev. Peter Milne’s missionary sermons, synod addresses and copies of
correspondence (not copied), papers relating to the ‘Kakula Affair’, 6 unrecorded tragedies and a notebook
(not copied).
AU PMB MS 1412
Title: Research papers, correspondence and articles on land tenure in the Pacific Islands.
Date(s): 1929 (Creation) Crocombe, Ron
Extent and medium: Digital scanned from originals
Description:
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AU PMB MS 1419
Title: New Hebrides Mission manuscripts from the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand Archives
Extent and medium: 14 manuscript items consisting of folders of papers.
Description:
This collection of 14 items includes material relating to: Anglo-French relations, including land disputes, the
labour and liquor trade; property purchases and agreements of land in New Hebrides; the building of the
Ambrym hospital in 1908; events of the 1913 volcanic eruption on Ambrym; New Hebrides native teachers’
correspondence and archives; and correspondence of Rev. Peter Milne, his wife Mary Jane and his son Rev.
William V Milne. Within the Peter Milne correspondence are a series of letters covering his disagreement
with Rev Daniel MacDonald over bible translation work. There is also personal correspondence between
William Milne and Oscar Michelson (1915-1934) and a scrapbook created by the Auckland Ladies New
Hebrides Mission organisation.
AU PMB MS 1421
Title: Paton Archive
Extent and medium: Manuscript papers and photographs.
Description:
The papers in the collection relate to the Paton family and their missionary service in the New Hebrides
(Vanuatu) from 1858-2011. The papers include correspondence, journals, reports, lectures, circulars and
photographs from that describe the early missions and the Paton family's involvement in establishing the
Presbyterian Church in the New Hebrides. The papers describe and include information on family and
personal life, finances, the work of the mission such as the education of local Ni-Vanuatu at the Tangoa
Teachers' Training Institute and the establishment of Constitution of Synod. Also included in this collection
is a slideshow of mission work most likely used to garner general and financial support for the mission work.
Isobel Paton filed these papers by person and continued to add to these collections with newspaper
clippings and other articles related to the work of the Paton family in Vanuatu.Some local information
included in this collection are: a local legend on the origin of yam, volcanic eruption on Lopevi Island on
November 1, 1939 and some correspondence from Wilfred Paton to David Bule in local language.
AU PMB MS 1427
Title: Bachelor of Divinity and Master of Theology theses
Date(s): 1994 (Creation) Pacific Theological College
Extent and medium: 197 Digital PDF
Description:
The Pacific Theological College (PTC) in Suva, Fiji, is an ecumenical institution founded in 1966 to assist in
providing the Pacific churches a highly trained indigenous ministry. The College established an international
reputation for quality theological education, particularly in the three core areas of Biblical Studies, Theology
and History of Christianity. In 1987 it began a Master of Theology programme in Pacific Church History. The
thesis is an integral part of the PTC's Bachelor of Divinity and Master of Theology programmes. Theses
systematically apply detailed local knowledge to topics covering a broad range of cultural, social and political
matters in the Pacific Islands.
For student theses 1968– 1993 see PMB MS 1084
AU PMB MS 1428
Title: Diaries of Reverend Conrad Stallan

59

Date(s): 1940-11-21 (Creation) Stallan, Conrad George (1904-1980)
Extent and medium: 89 page digital PDF copy of original diary 50 page digital PDF copy of original diary
Description:
Conrad George Stallan was born in Chatteris, England on 31 March, 1904, to parents Edward Stallan, a
congregational minister, and Isobel Pratt (?). He was the sixth of seven children; his brother Donovan was
killed in action during World War I. When the family moved to Hampshire, Conrad met Christina Cryle Brown
(Chriss), whose father had a smallholding, growing fruit and vegetables and running delivery lorries. Conrad
met Chriss, whom he would go on to marry, while working as a driver delivering fruit and vegetables
overnight to Covent Garden.
In the 1920s, Stallan trained for the ministry at New College, Hackney in East London and Christina attended
Stockwell Teachers’ Training College. The couple married on 3 October, 1930 and within a week Stallan was
ordained and the couple set sail for Samoa with the London Missionary Society (LMS) on 9 October. The
couple had jointly decided to go to the Mission field, and they served in Samoa from 1931-1939. Their two
sons, Donovan (1934) and Roger (1936) were born in Samoa. These were happy years for the family, but
Rev. Stallan was after more challenging work.
Daughter Janet was born in October 1939 while the family was on leave in England. In March 1940, the
family travelled across Canada before sailing to the island of Malekula in the New Hebrides Condominium.
Supported by the John G Paton Mission Fund, Rev Stallan was based in Wintua, South West Bay. Several
churches had already been established in the area before his arrival, but in nearby communities there had
been some violent resistance to European contact and allegations of cannibalism.
Sons Donovan and Roger were sent to boarding school at Geelong College in Australia. Daughter Rachel was
born in January 1944 in Vila hospital. Distressed at the thought of sending his young daughters to boarding
school, Rev. Stallan requested leave for a possible 5 years, returning to the UK in 1946, collecting the sons
from boarding school en route.
In the first diary, written by Rev. Stallan between 1940 – 1943 (though most entries were in 1941), he writes
about his life and work in South West Bay. He comments extensively on sickness and death in the local
community, including his own periods of illness. Both Rev. Stallan and daughter Janet suffered malaria
during this time. Janet was treated by a visiting Missionary GP who administered life-saving quinine. Rev.
Stallan had no formal medical training, but had worked as an apprentice chemist/pharmacist for an
unknown period, and may have received some basic training for the mission field. He was often called upon
for medical and dental help, including giving injections (known as ‘stick medicine’), and daughter Janet
recalls there was a room in the family home known as ‘the surgery’. He also comments on school activities,
agriculture, local customs and preparations for making contact with the Big Nambas; who had violently
rebuffed previous European contact and missionaries were forbidden by Condominium authorities from
approaching them (Garrett, 1997 p.75). Rev. Stallan also writes of visiting Tangoa, Tanna, Vila and Tongoa.
The second diary, dated 4 January 1945 – March 10 1946 includes loose correspondence and photographs,
including images of Stallan, the mission house and Wintua School. He also writes about weather, health of
self and others, building the copra drier, interactions with workers, school commentary, family matters, a
visit by American soldiers (intelligence unit), working in the garden, inter-island travel, carbon monoxide
incidents, visiting the US Army Malaria Control Unit, baptisms, christenings and ministry, problems with
launches, marriage/exchange culture, malaria surveys/control and reflections on mission. Writing in
different hand is possibly that of Chriss Stallan. Some writing is in language – probably the Ninde language of
the Meun cultural district where Stallan was located.
AU PMB MS 1430
Title: Diaries of Isaac Neilson Whyte
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Date(s): 1952 (Creation) Whyte, Isaac Neilson
Extent and medium: 4 diaries in digital PDF form
Description:
Rev Isaac Neilson Whyte and Dr Mary Grace Whyte served with the Australian Presbyterian Board of
Missions in the New Hebrides, 1952-1957. With their children Michael, Robyn, Alistair and Peter, they were
based in the village of Wintua in the South West Bay region of Malekula. Mary Grace and Neilson arrived in
Wintua shortly after a hurricane and been through and destroyed much of the village infrastructure and in
the years that followed Wintua was rebuilt with the help of people from neighbouring villages, who helped
to build a new church, district school and a small hospital. Neilson was often away from Wintua, visiting
other villages in his mission jurisdiction. He visited Big Nambas territory, which had previously been hostile
to Europeans, and helped bring about a peace agreement between village leaders. Mary Grace practised
medicine in Wintua and surrounding villages. These diaries detail Rev Whyte’s life in South West Bay.
AU PMB MS 1431
Title: Correspondence of Neilson and Mary Grace Whyte
Extent and medium: 609 pages digital PDF
Description:
Rev Isaac Neilson Whyte and Dr Mary Grace Whyte served with the Australian Presbyterian Board of
Missions in the New Hebrides (Vanuatu), 1952-1957. With their children Michael, Robyn, Alistair and Peter,
they were based in the village of Wintua in the South West Bay region of Malekula. Mary Grace and Neilson
arrived in Wintua shortly after a hurricane had been through and destroyed much of the village
infrastructure. In the years that followed, Wintua was rebuilt with the help of people from neighbouring
villages, who helped to build a new church, district school, mission house and a small hospital. Neilson was
often away from Wintua, visiting other villages in his mission jurisdiction. He visited Big Nambas territory,
which had previously been hostile to Europeans, and helped bring about a peace agreement between village
leaders. Mary Grace practised medicine in Wintua and surrounding villages. These letters are written by
Mary Grace and Neilson to family and friends.
AU PMB MS 1433
Title: Archival papers of Reverend Conrad Stallan, 1931-1947
Extent and medium: Digital PDF
Description:
Five documents from the family collection of Conrad Stallan, who was employed as a missionary in the New
Hebrides (now Vanuatu) from 1940-46, including:
Typescript document (3pp.)
Letter from Boys High School Malua, author unknown, 19 Dec 1931, Ts. (9pp.)
‘1-447’, notebook containing a numbered list of photograph titles and dates (Mar 1940-Jun
1943)
‘448-663/ 700 (-1947)’, notebook of photograph titles and dates (Jun 1943-1947)
Notes on Samoan Islands, n.d. Ms, (7pp.)
AU PMB MS 1440
Title: Lynette Walker papers from New Hebrides
Date(s): 1956 (Creation) Walker, Lynette Grace
Extent and medium: 15 digital PDF
Description:
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Deaconess Lynette Grace Walker served as an educational missionary in the New Hebrides (now Vanuatu)
for the Australian Presbyterian Board of Missions. Between 1958-1965, Lyn was based in South West Bay,
Malekula where she worked as a teacher at the South West Bay District School. From 1971, Walker served as
Deaconess for Central Islands (Efate and adjacent islands). Based in Vila, she worked with women, young
people and Sunday school teachers. Between 1975-1977, she took on the post of Deaconess for Southern
Islands (Tanna, Aniwa, Aneityum, Futuna and Erromango). Walker returned to live in Melbourne in April,
1977 but has continued to visit Vanuatu over the years.
This collection of papers relates to Walker's service as an educational missionary, including her appointment,
reports to and correspondence with the Australian Presbyterian Board of Missions, information booklets
authored by Reverend Ian Taylor and Elder Masing Venevil. It also includes papers relating to the Golden
Jubilee (50th anniversary) celebrations of the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu in 1998.

Printed Document Series Titles
AU PMB DOC 33
Title: Monthly Messenger and Missionary Record, Presbyterian Churches of Victoria and Tasmania articles
on the Pacific Islands : Presbyterian Churches of Victoria and Tasmania
Date(s): 1881 (Creation) Monthly Messenger and Missionary Record, Presbyterian Churches of Victoria and
Tasmania
Extent and medium: 1 reel: 108 frames; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Most of the articles, extracted from vols. 2-5, concern the New Hebrides
Bibliographic listing of contents appears at the beginning of the film: the articles follow

AU PMB DOC 34
Title: Quarterly Jottings from the New Hebrides - John G. Paton Mission Fund Woodford, Essex (Etc.): John G.
Paton Mission Fund. Nos. 1-284, July 1893-Spring 1966
Date(s): 1893 (Creation) Quarterly Jottings from the New Hebrides - John G. Paton Mission Fund
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Early issues published under the title New Hebrides South Sea Island Quarterly Jottings of the John G. Paton
Mission Fund, edited by Rev. James Paton, a member of the Paton family which was very active for many
years in the New Hebrides Presbyterian Mission. Place of publications and publishing body vary. For further
details and contents see R. Langdon (ed) An index to Quarterly Jottings from the New Hebrides ... (Canberra:
PMB, 1988)
Nos. 1-27, July 1893-Jan 1900
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AU PMB DOC 35
Title: Quarterly Jottings from the New Hebrides - John G. Paton Mission Fund Woodford, Essex (Etc.): John G.
Paton Mission Fund. Nos. 1-284, July 1893-Spring 1966
Date(s): 1900 (Creation) Quarterly Jottings from the New Hebrides - John G. Paton Mission Fund
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
For details see PMB Doc 34
Nos. 28-54, April 1900 - October 1906

AU PMB DOC 36
Title: Quarterly Jottings from the New Hebrides - John G. Paton Mission Fund Woodford, Essex (Etc.): John G.
Paton Mission Fund. Nos. 1-284, July 1893-Spring 1966
Date(s): 1907 (Creation) Quarterly Jottings from the New Hebrides - John G. Paton Mission Fund
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
For details see PMB Doc 34
Nos. 55-82, January 1907 - October 1913

AU PMB DOC 37
Title: Quarterly Jottings from the New Hebrides - John G. Paton Mission Fund Woodford, Essex (Etc.): John G.
Paton Mission Fund. Nos. 1-284, July 1893-Spring 1966
Date(s): 1914 (Creation) Quarterly Jottings from the New Hebrides - John G. Paton Mission Fund
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
For details see PMB Doc 34
Nos. 83-114, January 1914 - October 1921

AU PMB DOC 38
Title: Quarterly Jottings from the New Hebrides - John G. Paton Mission Fund Woodford, Essex (Etc.): John G.
Paton Mission Fund. Nos. 1-284, July 1893-Spring 1966
Date(s): 1922 (Creation) Quarterly Jottings from the New Hebrides - John G. Paton Mission Fund
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
For details see PMB Doc 34
Nos. 115 - 155, January 1922 - January 1932. Lacks nos. 128, 146.

AU PMB DOC 39
Title: Quarterly Jottings from the New Hebrides - John G. Paton Mission Fund Woodford, Essex (Etc.): John G.
Paton Mission Fund. Nos. 1-284, July 1893-Spring 1966
Date(s): 1923 (Creation) Quarterly Jottings from the New Hebrides - John G. Paton Mission Fund
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Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
For details see PMB Doc 34
Nos. 162-231, April 1923 - April 1951. Lacks nos. 156-161, 176, 182, 195, 196, 199, 212

AU PMB DOC 40
Title: Quarterly Jottings from the New Hebrides - John G. Paton Mission Fund Woodford, Essex (Etc.): John G.
Paton Mission Fund. Nos. 1-284, July 1893-Spring 1966
Date(s): 1951 (Creation) Quarterly Jottings from the New Hebrides - John G. Paton Mission Fund
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
For details see PMB Doc 34
Nos. 232-272, October 1951 - Spring 1963. Lacks nos. 259-62, 266-69, 273+.
AU PMB DOC 217
Title: New Hebrides Presbyterian Mission Synod minutes
Date(s): 1900 (Creation) Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Printed record of Synod proceedings

AU PMB DOC 218
Title: New Hebrides Presbyterian Mission Annual reports
Date(s): 1871 (Creation) Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Annual reports for: 1871: 1873-1874: 1879: 1884: 1886-1894: 1896-1897: 1899-1901. Reports for 1872:
1875-1878: 1880-1883: 1885: 1895: 1898 were not available for microfilming.
AU PMB DOC 219
Title: New Hebrides Presbyterian Mission Minutes of the General Assembly
Date(s): 1950 (Creation) Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:

AU PMB DOC 220
Title: Annales Hydrographiques France Ministere de la Marine, series 1, Vol. 1 -, 1848
Date(s): 1848 (Creation) Annales Hydrographiques
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Aims to bring hydrographic information, including sailing instructions, to the attention of navigators. Similar
to the Nautical Magazine and the Dutch Moniteur des Indes orientales et occidentales. Articles concerning
the Pacific Islands, particularly French Polynesia, New Caledonia, Vanuatu and Wallis and Futuna, are
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indexed in R. Langdon (ed) PMB DOC book of Pacific indexes
(Canberra: PMB, 1988). For subsequent issues see PMB Doc .221-257. Series 1, vol. 41, PMB Doc .237
contains an index to series 1, vols 1-41 (1848-1871).
The Pacific Manuscripts Bureau does not hold reproduction rights for this material. Orders should be
directed to ACRPP, 4 Rue Louvois, Paris, France
First series, vol. 1(1848-1849): vol. 2(1849): vol. 3(1850).

AU PMB DOC 297
Title: New Hebrides Advisory Council Minutes of proceedings. Port Vila: the Council. session 1 - ?, 1958
Date(s): 1958 (Creation) New Hebrides Advisory Council
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Mimeographed record of the Advisory Council's Sessions, verbatim after the first few sessions. A French
version also exists but was not filmed. For sessions 7-19 see PMB Doc .298-299
Sessions 1-6, 1958-1962

AU PMB DOC 298
Title: New Hebrides Advisory Council Minutes of proceedings. Port Vila: the Council. session 1 - ?, 1958 - ?
Date(s): 1963 (Creation) New Hebrides Advisory Council
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
For details see PMB Doc 297
Sessions 7-14, 1963-1967
AU PMB DOC 299
Title: New Hebrides Advisory Council Minutes of proceedings. Port Vila: the Council. session 1 - ?, 1958 - ?
Date(s): 1967 (Creation) New Hebrides Advisory Council
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
For details see PMB Doc 297
Sessions 15-19, 1967-1970

AU PMB DOC 328
Title: New Hebrides Advisory Council proceedings
Date(s): 1970 (Creation) New Hebrides Advisory Council
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Mimeographed verbatim record in English: French version also published but not microfilmed. For earlier
sessions see PMB Doc 297 - 299.
Session 20 - 22, 1970 - 1971
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AU PMB DOC 368
Title: New Hebrides Advisory Council Minutes of proceedings, 25th session
Date(s): 1973 (Creation) New Hebrides Advisory Council
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Previous sessions were microfilmed on PMB Doc 297-299 and PMB Doc 328.
Session 25, 11-15 December 1973

AU PMB DOC 386
Title: New Hebrides News Port Vila: British Residency Information Office. No. 1 - No. 124, 1973 ? - 30 June
1979
Date(s): 1974 (Creation) New Hebrides News
Extent and medium: 2 reels; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Irregular newsletter, ceased publication with no. 124 of 30 June 1979. Replaced British Newsletter which
began publication in 1953.
Nos. 6-124 (22 January 1974 - 30 June 1979)
Lacks numbers:1-5: 81 (August 1977): 91 (14 January 1978): 93: 94: 115 (1 January 1979)

AU PMB DOC 387
Title: Seli Hoo No. 1 -, November 1977 -November 1977 - October 1978
Date(s): 1977 (Creation) Seli Hoo
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Initially monthly, afterwards irregular. A leaflet published by the Seli Hoo Editorial Collective, Sydney, 5
November 1977 and included with the first issue of Seli Hoo, describes it as a monthly news bulletin on
Vanuaaku and New Caledonia, produced by supporters of the struggle of the people of Vanuaaku (New
Hebrides) and the Kanak people of New Caledonia for independence. The leaflet is included on the
microfilm.
No. 1 (November 1977): 2: 3: 4: 6 (October 1978). Includes leaflet but lacks issue 5, date unknown

AU PMB DOC 425
Title:
Date(s): 1976 (Creation) Bulletin of the Vanuatu Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture / Bulletin
of the Vanuatu Chamber of Commerce (Port Vila)
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Published monthly in Port Vila by the Chamber of Commerce.
See reel list for further details
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AU PMB DOC 426
Title: Women's Clubs News (New Hebrides)Mar 1971-Jun 1980
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
The Women's Clubs News was published in Port Vila prior to independence in Vanuatu.
Women's Club News Reel 1, Mar 1971: May 1971: Aug 1971: Nov 1971: Feb 1972: May 1972: Aug 1972: Dec
1972: Mar 1973: Jun 1973: Sep 1973: Jan 1974: Apr 1974: Oct 1974: Apr 1975: Sep 1975: Nov 1975: Mar
1976: Jun 1976: Nov 1976: Feb 1977: Nov 1977: Feb 1978: Jun 1980.

AU PMB DOC 427
Title: Vanua Scope
Date(s): 1993 (Creation) Vanua Scope
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Vanua Scope, an independent French language weekly, was edited by Patrick Antoine Delcoite, Port Vila,
Vanuatu. See Finding aids for details.

AU PMB DOC 428
Title: Naika (Port Vila)
Date(s): 1981 (Creation) Naika (Port Vila)
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Naika was the Journal of the Vanuatu Natural Science Society. David Dickerson was the Chairman of the
Society (in 1982) and the editor of their journal was Richard Pickering. The journal includes a bibliography of
natural science in Vanuatu.
Nos. 1-42, 1981-1993.

AU PMB DOC 437
Title: Australian Delegation Brief, South Pacific Forum. Forum Economic Ministers' Meeting, Cairns, 11 July
1997.
Date(s): 1997 (Creation)
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
This document is the briefing paper for the Australian ministerial delegation to the South Pacific Forum
Economic Ministers Meeting (FEMM) held at Cairns in July 1997. It was discovered by the media amidst a
pile of other misplaced miscellaneous papers at the meeting. The pessimistic assessment of economic and
political trends in the Pacific Island States and the often disparaging portraits of the leaders of these
countries caused scandal, embarrassment and controversy in Australia and throughout the Pacific region
when these details became public. The report covers economic dilemmas in the Pacific, fiscal responsibility,
resource management, public sector reform, health services and governance issues for each particular
country and for the region as a whole. The backgrounds, beliefs and personal habits of Pacific leaders and
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finance ministers are also presented in a series of controversial character assessments. These were
considered offensive and insensitive by many political and official commentators, along with some of the
leaders themselves.
Section 1, Overview.p.1
Section 2, Program. p.9
Section 3, Draft Annotated Agenda. p.11
Section 4, Agenda items: Ministerial Dinnerp.,p.19
Opening Formalities,p.21
Session 1 Reform Processes,p.23
Session 2 Institutional Reform,p.25
Session 3 Investment Policy,p.29
Session 4 Tariff Policy,p.31
Session 5 Multilateral Trade Policy, p.33
Section 5, Forum Island Countries: Economic & Social Scorecard.p.35
Section 6, Aid to Forum Island Countries.p.38
Section 7, Map of South Pacific Forum Countries.p. 39
Section 8, South Pacific: Political Economy.p.41
Section 9, Individual Country Briefing:
Cook Islands,p.43
Fiji,p.45
Kiribati,p.49
Micronesia (Federated States of Micronesia, Republic of the Marshall Islands, Palau),p.53
Nauru,p.59
New Zealand,p.63
Niue,p.67
Papua New Guinea,p.69
Samoa,p.73
Solomon Islands,p.77
Tonga,p.81
Tuvalu,p.85
Vanuatu.p.87
Section 10, List of Ministers.p. 91
Section 11, Australian Delegation List.p.92
Section 12, Office Facilities.p.93

AU PMB DOC 438
Title: British Government Protocol respecting the New Hebrides: signed at London on August 6, 1914, by
representatives of the British and French Governments [Ratification
Date(s): 4463 (Creation) British Government
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
The governments of the United Kingdom and France signed a protocol respecting the New Hebrides
(Vanuatu) in 1914 and ratified it on 18 March 1922. The copy here is the ratified version. The protocol
superseded the Anglo-French Convention of 1906 which had established the Condominium of the New
Hebrides in that year. The protocol strenghtened the provisions of the 1906 condominium. It allowed France
and the UK to govern jointly in the New Hebrides and establish exclusive sovereignty over their own citizens,
subjects and optants (people of another nationality who had to choose between the jurisdiction of France or
the UK). Indigenous ni-Vanuatu were placed under the jurisdiction of the condominium. The protocol
declared the archipelago a region of joint influence. It confirmed and enhanced the presence of joint
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services in the territory, including a postal system, courts, finance department and land registry. Other
administrative functions such as education, the police and health were the responsibility of the two
governments. In some cases there were triplications with the condominium. For example the protocol
provided for a joint health service, but there were separate British and French hospitals, clinics and
physicians. The distinction between French and British services and growing duplications with some
condominium functions became more noticeable as the two government's increased their spending levels in
the territory in the 1960s and 1970s. For all practical purposes the Protocol was a kind of constitution for the
New Hebrides. It provided the French and British Resident Commissioners with a para-constitutional
framework upon which to enact new laws by joint regulation. The protocol remained in place, despite
modifications, until Vanuatu achieved independence on 30 July 1980.
The Protocol consists of 83 pages and 68 articles, complete with French and English translations.

AU PMB DOC 445
Title: New Hebrides Condominium Joint Regulations of the New Hebrides: a Consolidated Edition of the Joint
Regulations in Force on the 18 October 1973.
Date(s): 1907 (Creation) New Hebrides Condominium
Extent and medium: 2 reels; 35mm microfilm
Description:
In 1906 the Governments of France and Britain signed a convention which established joint rule as a
Condominium over the New Hebrides (Vanuatu). This was confirmed by the 1914 Protocol Respecting the
New Hebrides, ratified in 1922 (see PMB Doc 438). Three laws operated in the New Hebrides during this
period of joint administration (1906 -1980): British, French and Condominium. There were thus separate
French and British police forces, hospitals and schools. However, other administrative functions, such as the
Joint Court (see PMB 1145), finance, land registration, town planning and laws sepcifically covering
indigenous New Hebrideans (ni-Vanuatu) were the responsibility of the Condominium. Both France and the
United Kingdom appointed Resident Commissioners to govern the New Hebrides by joint regulation. Joint
regulations were in effect Condominium laws in lieu of parliamentary legislation issued as decrees by both
the French and British Resident Commissioners acting in unison. Joint regulations were made in consultation
with the British Western Pacific High Commissioner and the French Governor (later High Commissioner) of
New Caldeonia, but they were not subject to any local legislative or parliamentary restraint, despite the
appointment of an Advisory Council in 1957. Greater legislative scrutiny of joint regulations was achieved
with the formation of a Representative Assembly in 1975 with a majority of elected members. This was
strengthened in 1978 when ministerial level internal self-government was attained. However, the Resident
Commissioners did not completely lose their ability to rule by joint regulation until the day of their departure
on 30 July 1980 when the New Hebrides achieved full independence as the Republic of Vanuatu. See also
PMB 1151
See reel list for further details

AU PMB DOC 446
Title: New Hebrides British Administration the British Laws of the New Hebrides
Date(s): 1971 (Creation) New Hebrides British Administration
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
From 1906 - 1980 three laws operated in the Anglo-French Condominium of the New Hebrides (Vanuatu):
British, French and Condominium. Joint administrative and legal functions (such as the Joint Court and the
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land registry) were the responsibility of the Condominium (see PMB Doc 445). However, in other matters
both France and the UK could make their own separate laws to apply to their respective nationals and
national interests in the New Hebrides. For British legislation, the Order in Council of 1893, article 108,
empowered the High Commissioner for the Western Pacific (based in Suva, Fiji) to make Queen's Regulations
for persons subject to the High Commission's jurisdiction. This was modified by the New Hebrides Oder in
Council 1907 which was issued to accomodate the requirements of the new Condominium. The New
Hebrides Order in Council 1922 made further changes to the way British law was enacted in the New
Hebrides following the ratification of the Anglo-French Protocol (see PMB 438) which had strengthened the
original convention of 1906. While subjecting them to the protocol, the 1922 Order in Council continued to
preserve the powers of the High Commissioner for the Western Pacific or the Resident Commissioner in the
New Hebrides (acting on behalf of the former) to make Queen's Regulations for persons under the
jurisdiction of the High Court of the Western Pacific. These three orders (1893, 1907 and 1922) provided the
foundations for subsequent Queen's Regulations and British laws for the New Hebrides, including these of
1971. Although only one volume (1971) is available here, these Queen's Regulations and British laws are
significant as they include the banking and companies regulations which turned the New Hebrides into a tax
haven or Offshore Finance Centre (OFC) in that year. The ability of British colonial authorities to legislate in
and for the New Hebrides was terminated following the country's independence as the Republic of Vanuatu
on 30 July 1980 and the assumption of full legislative powers by the country's new Parliament.
See reel list for more information.
AU PMB DOC 458
Title: Radio news, local news bulletin
Date(s): 1978 (Creation) Radio New Hebrides / Radio Vanuatu
Extent and medium: 2 reels; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Transcripts of daily radio news bulletins broadcast by Radio New Hebrides (Radio Vanuatu, after
independence), 28 Sep 1978–26 Nov 1980 (gaps),
Ts., roneo, c.800pp.
Reel 1
28 Sep 1978–29 May 1979
30 May 1979–1 Oct 1979
2 Oct 1979–24 Dec 1979
26 Dec 1979–31 Mar 1980
1 Apr 1980–1 Jul 1980
Reel 2
2 Jul 1980–26 Aug 1980
27 Aug 1980–26 Nov 1980

AU PMB DOC 459
Title: The New Hebrides Magazine. A journal of the missionary and general information regarding the islands
of the New Hebrides (Sydney).
Date(s): 1900 (Creation) Foreign Missions Committee of the Presbyterian Church in Victoria
Extent and medium: 1 reel ; 35mm microfilm. Digital PDF.
Description:
Early issues of the New Hebrides Magazine were edited by Dr William Gunn of Aneityium and promoted by
Rev. Dr Robertson of Erromanga under the auspices of the Foreign Missions Committee of the Presbyterian
Church in Victoria. Dr Gunn also printed some of the early issues. The Synod then decided that the journal
should be printed in Australia. A few issues were printed in Sydney, but after 1905 it was printed by
Arbuckle, Waddell & Fawckner in Melbourne. In 1905 Rev. T Wattlegatt of Malekula became Editor for about
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three years, but he moved to Victoria in 1906 and as he felt out of touch with the New Hebrides resigned as
Editor. Rev. F H L Paton, Foreign Missions Secretary of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria then took over as
Editor. The New Hebrides Magazine was succeeded by Our Missionaries at work : a journal of missionary
information (Vol.1, no.1-Vol.6, no.4, Dec 1911-Oct 1917) issued by the Presbyterian Church in Victoria.
Nos.1-41, Oct 1900-Oct 1911. See Finding aids for details.

AU PMB DOC 472
Title: Kweli Times: a short history of the Apostolic Church Vanuatu 1946-1965
Date(s): 2002 (Creation) Paul and Dulcie Grant
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
This rare book is an account of the development of an independent ni-Vanuatu church, established in West
Ambae by Peter Pentecost around 1901 and, after his death, led by Joe Lulu, Bihu and other elders. After the
War, missionaries from the Apostolic Church, Allan and Daisy Mann, Inger Christensen, Frank and Molly
Thompson, and Paul and Dulcie Grant, and others, connected with the independent church. The Ambae
church was re-established as part of the Apostolic mission, under the leadership of Lulu of Wahala, Bihu of
Vilakalaka, Samson of Tavala and Aaron of Halalulu. Links were forged with an Apostolic mission in
Luganville, Santo, which eventually merged with the Ambae church to form the Apostolic Church New
Hebrides in 1976.
Paul and Dulcie Grant, Kweli Times: A Short History of the Apostolic Church Vanuatu 1946-1965, Coopers
Plains, Queensland, 2002; 58pp., illus.

AU PMB DOC 487
Title: Vanuatu Weekly : Vanuatu Hebdomadaire
Date(s): 1984 (Creation) Journals of the Melanesian Mission
Extent and medium: 9 reels; 35mm microfilm
Description:
The Vanuatu Weekly–Hebdomadaire, which appeared every Saturday, was sponsored by the Vanuatu
government. It was printed in English, French, and Bislama and had a circulation of about 2,000. An Index to
the Vanuatu Weekly Hebdomadaire covering the period 1984-2001 was compiled by Peter Murgatroyd and
others at the Emalus Campus Library of the University of the South Pacific in 2003. The Index is accessible
online at: http://www.vanuatu.usp.ac.fj/library/online/texts/Vanuatu%20Weekly/homepage.htm.
Vanuatu Weekly : Vanuatu hebdomadaire
Reel 1 Nos.1-21, 4 Aug-22 Dec 1984; Nos.22-71/72, 5 Jan-14 Dec 1985
Reel 2 Nos.73-123, 4 Jan-20 Dec 1986; Nos.124-168, 10 Jan-12 Dec 1987
Reel 3 Nos.169-217, 9 Jan-17 Dec 1988; Nos.218-268, 7 Jan-22 Dec 1989
Reel 4 Nos.269-319, 5 Jan-22 Dec 1990; Nos.320-370, 5 Jan-21 Dec 1991
Reel 5 Nos.371-422, 1 Jan-31 Dec 1992; Nos.423-474, 9 Jan-31 Dec 1993
Reel 6 Nos.475-525, 8 Jan-21 Dec 1994; Nos.526-576, 7 Jan-23 Dec 1995
Reel 7 Nos.577-626, 7 Jan-21 Dec 1996; Nos.627-677, 11 Jan-20 Dec 1997
Reel 8 Nos.678-731, 10 Jan-23 Dec 1998; Nos.732-781, 9 Jan-18 Dec 1999
Reel 9 Nos.782-832, 9 Jan-23 Dec 2000; Nos.833-870, 13 Jan-29 Sep 2001.
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AU PMB DOC 488
Title: Tam-tam (Port Vila)
Date(s): 1980 (Creation) Tam-tam
Extent and medium: 3 reels; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Weekly newspaper in Bislama, French and English. Published in Port Vila, Vanuatu.
Nos. 1-188, 21 May 1980-28 Jun 1984.
See Finding aids for details.

AU PMB DOC 499
Title: One Bread (The Bulletin of the Anglican Church in the New Hebrides)
Date(s): 1974 (Creation) One Bread (The Bulletin of the Anglican Church in the New Hebrides)
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Published at Lolowai, Aoba, Vanuatu. Edited by Archdeacon Derrick Rawcliffe.
Nos. 1-27.
See Finding aids for details.
AU PMB DOC 521
Title: Reo Pasifika. Voice of the Pacific. La Voix du Pacifique
Date(s): 1980 (Creation) Reo Pasifika. Voice of the Pacific. la Voix Du Pacifique
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm
Description:
Reo Pasifika. Voice of the Pacific. La Voix Du Pacifique, Journal of the Pacific Churches Research Centre, Port
Vila; edited by Rev. Brian Macdonald-Milne, No.1, 1980. See PMB 1333 for records relating to the Pacific
Churches Research Centre.
This is a rare copy of Reo Pasifika. Voice of the Pacific. La voix du Pacifique, No.1, 1980, journal of the Pacific
Churches Research Centre, Port Vila, in English and French; edited by Rev. Brian Macdonald-Milne. It is likely
that there was only ever one issue of Reo Pasifika published. This issue includes articles by Sir John Guise on
Christianity in PNG and by Grace Mera Molisa on women in Vanuatu. There are also two articles on Pacific
archives administration: one by Fr. Theo Cook SM on the Marist archives in the Pacific and the other by Rev.
Brian Macdonald-Milne reporting on PEACESAT discussions on Pacific archives administration held in 1978
and 1979.

AU PMB DOC 537
Title: Solomon Islands Forestry reports and papers
Extent and medium: 180 volumes
Description:
This collection includes printed papers and reports relating to forestry and logging in the Solomon Islands up
until around 1999. They are mainly of a technical nature by specialist assessors, non-Government
organisations or governmental reviews.
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AU PMB DOC 541
Title: New Hebridean Viewpoints / Vanuaaku Viewpoints
Extent and medium: 22 newsletters
Description:
Monthly magazine (irregular) of the New Hebrides National Party. Later title Vanuaaku Viewpoints (Vol. 7,
no. 4, Apr 1977 – Vol. 8, no. 6, 1978?)

AU PMB DOC 542
Title: Vanuatu : arrival of the Europeans: journal extracts of the first Europeans to visit Vanuatu: Pedro
Fernandez de Quiros, 1606, to Vassily Golovnin, 1809
Extent and medium: 88 pages
Description:

PMB Photograph collections
AU PMB PHOTO 55
Title: Photographs of Papua New Guinea
Date(s): 1996 (Creation) Gammage, Jan
Extent and medium: 918 photographic prints scanned to digital format
Description:
PMBPhoto 55 is a collection of 927 photographs of Papua New Guinea subjects taken over 10 years from
August 1996 to October 2006. The photos can be divided into three sections.
The first and main section has about 600 photos taken between August 1996 and October 2006 and relates
to AusAID and some of its development project work. In this period, AusAID was the agency within the
Australian government responsible for the overseas aid and development program. Subjects include AusAID
staff posted from Canberra or engaged locally, Papua New Guineans engaged in implementation and
management, and consultants and contractors. Subject bilateral projects include two in infrastructure - the
National Roads Regravelling and Sealing Project (NRRSP) and the PNG Maritime College Project, and two in
law and justice - the Correctional Services Development Project (CSDP) and the Royal PNG Constabulary
Development Project (known as the Police project).
Other AusAID funded projects involved Papua New Guinean and Australian non-government organisations.
Of such projects the Community Development Scheme (CDS), the Church Partnership Program (CPP), the
PNG National HIV/AIDS Support Project (PNG NHASP) and the PNG Australia Sexual Health Improvement
Program (PASHIP) are subjects. What came to be known as The GoodNews Workshop, organised in Madang
by the ANU’s State Society and Governance in Melanesia project (SSGM) in collaboration with the Divine
Word University, is also a subject.
AusAID projects worked at the national, provincial and community level across PNG. They are subjects in the
National Capital District and the following provinces: Central, Milne Bay, Oro, Morobe, Madang, East Sepik,
East New Britain, Bougainville and the Western Highlands. All project documents, including regular reports
and reviews, should be available in PNG and Australian Government records. See also the complementary
SSGM publication Development Bulletin, No. 67, April 2005, Effective Development in Papua New Guinea,
edited by David Hegarty and Pamela Thomas.
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PNG beyond the confines of the development project also became a subject including in Port Moresby the
Ela Beach Craft Market and PNG Arts, Loloata, Samarai, a birdwing butterfly, birds including hornbills,
George the white cockatoo, female and male eclectus parrots, and a goura pigeon. Volcanoes including
KarKar off the Madang coast and Tavurvur off the East New Britain coast, were subjects. At Keltiga near Mt
Hagen a re-enactment of the coming of the white man to the PNG highlands was a subject and military
subjects include the memorial and plaque on Mission Hill, Wewak, and the War memorial and Library
Institute on Samarai.
Among the subjects are the following people: Siwi Morep, Sam Inguba, Richard Sikani, Ruby Zarriga, Bart
Philemon, Brunie Dangar-Christian, Helen Hakena, Delphine Lesi, Daisy Taylor, Daera Morgan and family, Sir
Mekere and Lady Roslyn Morauta, Mike Manning, Relly Manning, Mel Togolo, Anna Ballinger Togolo, Janet
Philemon, Pena Ou, Sir Pita Lus, Pauline Doonar (Nakmai), Dorothy Luana, Grace (Isako) Feka, and Nora
Brash. Hartmut Holzknecht, David Kavanamur, Loa George, Elizabeth Cox and Regina Paim, Brother Pat
Howley, Yerima Taylor, Sarah Garap, Scarlett Epstein, Thomas Webster, and Nono Gideon are also subjects.
The second section (December 1997 to February 1998) comprises over 300 photos. The subject is Operation
Bel Isi, a regional initiative initially led by New Zealand, to support Bougainville in its effort to bring peace.
The photos are a record from my perspective as a civilian truce monitor, selected from AusAID, over a period
of two months. Subjects include the first phase of the Australian contribution to the mission from its
beginnings in Sydney, and its arrival in Bougainville at Aropa airstrip, to the living conditions, training and
establishment of teams at Loloho, Arawa, deployment to one of four team sites and the life and work of the
Buka Truce Monitoring Team. Other subjects include the town and villages of Buka Island, Wakunai and
Tinputz on the east coast of North Bougainville, Togerau inland from the east coast with the volcano Mt
Balbi looming over it, Kunua, Kuraio and Torokina on the west coast, and Kalil and Balil on Nissan Island.
Among the subjects are the following people: Lieutenant Colonel Mele Saubulinayau of Fiji, Bougainville
Transitional Government Minister for Local Level Government Agnes Titus, Sir Paul Lapun, Sister Lorraine
Garasu, Major Dave Samuels, Helen Hakena, Getsi Tanahan, Ben Kamda, Joe Pais, Joan Jerome, Monica
Smith, Paul Akoitai, Bessie Rerevate, Christine Hou, Eddie Mohin, Elma Kaskas, Josephine Sition, and
Mariann Tonsala.
Complementing the photos is a chapter “A Truce Monitor” in Australians’ Experiences Monitoring Peace in
Bougainville, 1997-2001: Without a Gun (edited by Monica Wehner and Donald Denoon, Pandanus Books,
Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies, ANU, 2001) and a seminar paper Messages from the Women of
Bougainville, given at AusAID for International Womens’ Day 1998. A short version of this paper was
published in Amida Australia-Asia, Vol. 4, No.1, Mar-Apr 1998.
In addition, as with the projects in the first section, a large number of reports and reviews of this mission
should be available in Australian Government records.
The third section is PNG people and events in Australia (about 16 photos over the period August 1998 to
June 2006). Subjects include the launch by Hank Nelson at the PNG High Commission in Canberra of Bill
Gammage’s book The Sky Travellers in August 1998, the PNG Mining and Petroleum Conference in
November 1998 in Sydney, people who worked on AusAID projects visiting AusAID in Canberra (including
December 2002 and May 2006), the visit of John Waiko for a showing of ‘Minister without Money’ a film
made by his son Bau Waiko (September 2005) , and the fundraiser for people affected by Cyclone Larry
organised by the PNG community in Canberra (June 2006).
This subject area includes the following people: Sir Rabbie Namaliu, Bill Gammage, Bill Searson, Robert
Harden, Sir Anthony Siaguru, John Garnaut, Helga Griffin, John Waiko, PNG High Commissioner Charles
Lepani, Kathy and Vertanya Lepani, Joe Tauvasa and Aivu Guise Tauvasa, Anna Chikali-Westcott and Hani
Dietz.
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AU PMB PHOTO 56
Title: Two albums of photographs taken during a voyage to and residence in the Solomon Islands from April
to October 1886, and additional loose photographs
Date(s): 1852 (Creation) Woodford, Charles Morris
Extent and medium: 240 photographs
Description:
This collection includes two albums of photographs taken during a voyage to and residence in the Solomon
Islands from April to October 1886, as well as additional loose photographs.
The collection includes images from the villages Aola and Fauro in the Solomon Islands. Images include
village life, canoes, native animals, customs and the natural environment as well as Woodford’s life and
Government residence in Tulagi, Solomon Islands.
Additional photographs from Rabaul, Madang, New Britain and New Ireland in New Guinea.
AU PMB PHOTO 60
Title: Slides and photographs of missionary service on the island of Tangoa, New Hebrides (1931-33) and a
trip for the 75th Anniversary Celebrations of the Tangoa Training Institute, (1970)
Date(s): 1931 (Creation) Paton, Frank (1906-2002) and Rita (1904-1982)
Extent and medium: 443 digital photographs
Description:
Frank (Francis James Clezy) and Rita Paton were Presbyterian missionaries in Tangoa, New Hebrides from
1931-1933. They married in Ballarat in April 1931 and in May 1931 left for the New Hebrides.
Rev. Dr John G. Paton's eldest son, Rev. Robert Robson Paton, could not serve in the New Hebrides because
he was declared medically unfit for work in the tropics, but he was pleased that two of his sons were able to
go. Frank was the first of the third generation. He worked as assistant to Rev. Fred Bowie, the Principal of
Tangoa Teachers' Training Institute (TTI) and District Missionary of South Santo. Frank was a teacher
supported financially by the John G. Paton Fund.
At Tangoa, Frank built a workshop for the TTI students where they could do repair and maintenance jobs.
After returning to Australia, three children - Barbara, David and Ruth - were born. Frank undertook pastoral
work and preaching in NSW, then taught at Caulfield Grammar School and Scotch College Melbourne. Rita
died in 1982. Frank subsequently remarried.
Frank writes the following: "After my early days at school I began work in the city of Melbourne but decided
that I really wanted to become a school teacher. So for some years I did a lot of study and teaching. We
married in Ballarat, Victoria, and set off in 1931 for the Tangoa Training Institute (TTI).
The Rev. Bowie was the principal and we were the only assistants. There were 60 students, of which about a
dozen were married.
We set our clocks every fortnight at sunrise, for 6am, because at that time we met in the Hall for prayers and
study. 8-8:30 was breakfast time, 8:30-10 school work; 10:15-12:30 practical work in the plantation and
weeding and gathering coconuts for copra, while my work was on the buildings etc., to see that they were in
good order. For this work I could call on as many helpers as were necessary for any building and carpentry
jobs.
The afternoon was for the students to work in their gardens over on Santo, except that we always needed to
keep at least four of them in case anything unexpected suddenly had to be done. Rita took the married
women for school work in the afternoons. All sorts of things might suddenly become urgent problems, for
instance, the baker's oven developed some cracks and, as the two students who looked after the bread
making usually baked every Tuesday and Thursday, they had to do it on Monday and Friday that week and I
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had to attend to and supervise the dismantling of all the bricks and make sure that the 'new' bricks were
quite sound before rebuilding the oven ready for the Friday baking. (The oven was about six feet long, four
feet wide and four feet high.) At one time, we found that the workshop was in a bad way. White ants or
similar unwelcome guests had made it unsafe. It had to be pulled down, the timber burnt and a new one
built.
Often in the evening, the students would practice singing new hymns in the Hall and as our house (?Number
Three?) was only about 50 yards away, it was a joy to listen to. The hymn books had tonic solfa notation and
the students were wonderful sight readers."
(From They served in Vanuatu by Jungwirth, Fred, 1988, 2nd ed., p.39)
AU PMB PHOTO 69
Title: Vanuatu prints
Extent and medium: 152 photographs
Description:
PMBPhoto 69 is a collection of 152 photographs of Vanuatu subjects and one poster. Jan Gammage took the
photos between 29 June and 22 July 2007 when on a holiday with friends, David and Beryl Gowty, and also
collected the poster. The photos are of people and places on the islands of Efate, Malekula, Ambrym,
Espiritu Santo, and Tanna and are complemented by the photos in PMBPhoto102 taken by Bill Gammage.
Subjects in and around Port Vila include the waterfront, the womens’ handcraft market, and the food
market. At the Vanuatu National Museum, a demonstration of the art of sandroing [sand drawing] by Edgar
Hinge was photographed.
South Malekula subjects include Lakatoro, its shops and the Cultural Centre. At Lamap, the Tiano family
made us welcome. Levi’s Store, kava trading, the hospital, ruins of a French convent, slit gongs and carved
ferns were subjects. On the Maskelyne Islands, subjects include the local string band, pigs, beach and a
starfish on the reef.
At Craig Cove on the west coast of Ambrym and Dip Cove, subjects include a cargo boat unloading, the Lake
Fanteng Conservation Area, megapods, hot springs, rock peckings and a men’s ceremonial site.
On Espiritu Santo, subjects include Port Olry, Lonnoc, Vatthe Conservation Area, Matantas near Big Bay,
Luganville and surrounds, a Seventh Day Adventist baptism, and real estate advertising.
On Tanna, subjects include White Beach, and at Lenakel the shops and the market, Yasur volcano,
Manuapen, and Port Resolution.
The educational poster deals with environment and endangered species protection.
AU PMB PHOTO 79
Title: New Hebrides Mission photograph album, 1880-1922
Extent and medium: 197 images
Description:
This album was most likely compiled by Church members to promote the work of the Mission in the New
Hebrides. It includes pictures taken by missionaries on the islands of Aneityum, Futuna, Tanna, Erromanga,
Efate, Nguna, Tongoa, Tangoa, Epi, Ambrim and Santo. The photographs include pictures of women, local
fencing materials, games, house girls, teachers, fishing, play, women and children, church and mission
houses, yams, coral, hair, Port resolution, Tanna volcano eruptions and the 1922 hurricane in Tongoa.
The New Hebrides Mission from the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand:
The Presbyterian Church began sending missionaries to the New Hebrides (today known as Vanuatu) in the
mid-19th Century. The first missionary was Rev. John Geddie of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia who
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arrived on the island of Aneityum in 1848. Subsequent missionaries came from the Presbyterian Churches of
New Zealand, Canada, Scotland and Australia (Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and New South Wales).
In New Zealand an interest in supporting a Christian mission to the New Hebrides was fostered when Rev.
John Inglis of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland toured the country in 1852 following a three
month tour of the New Hebrides and Solomon Islands. In that same year, Inglis and his wife joined Geddie on
Aneityum. Rev. John Inglis continued to send regular reports of his work to New Zealand, leading to
increasing interest from the Church there in sending their own missionaries to the islands.
The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand was at that time divided up into the “Northern Church” and the
“Southern Church” (consisting of the Provinces of Otago and Southland). The Southern Church was based on
the ideals of the Free Church of Scotland and these principles influenced its mission work for many years. For
over 40 years the two Churches worked separately, with mission activities during this time operating
independently of each other.
Over several decades the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand sent a number of missionaries to the New
Hebrides including the following people. The information below includes the missionaries' date of arrival in
the New Hebrides, the name of the missionary and the name of the main island on which they worked.
1866, Rev. William Watt, Tanna
1870, Rev. Peter Milne, Nguna
1879, Rev. Oscar Michelsen, Tongoa
1885, Rev. Charles Murray, Ambrym
1889, Rev. Thomas Smaill, Epi
1892, Rev. Dr. Lamb, Ambrym
1899, Dr. John Bowie, Ambrym
1903, Rev. Thomas Riddle, Epi
1905, Rev. William V. Milne, Nguna (born on Nguna in 1877)
1932, Rev. Basil Nottage, Tongoa
1938, Rev. Ken Crump, Nguna
1941, Rev. J.G. Miller, Tongoa
1944, Rev. Ian Muir, Emae and Epi
1948, Rev. A.G. Horwell, Epi
In the early years there was no organised or reliable shipping service to the individual islands of the New
Hebrides so it was important for the Church to have their own vessel to bring regular supplies from Australia
and New Zealand. A boat was also necessary for transport to other mission stations. Although the New
Hebrides missionaries were responsible for their home churches and allotted areas and islands, they worked
closely together on common issues and met annually for a mission Synod meeting. New Zealand
Presbyterian Church worked in conjunction with the Australian Presbyterian Church to raise money and
purchased a mission supply vessel, the “Dayspring I”. This 115 ton brigantine was launched in Nova Scotia,
Canada, in 1863. It was lost in a hurricane ten years later and replaced by a second hand schooner, the
“Dayspring II” in 1876. The Dayspring II was sold prior to 1890 as she was too small and slow and
uncomfortable to sail in. The Australian missionary Dr. John G. Paton raised £6000 during a visit to Britain in
1884-1885 and later increased the donations to £7000. The “Dayspring III” was built on the Clyde in Scotland
to the order of the Victorian Presbyterian Church Foreign Missions Committee. She was 157 feet long and
arrived in Australia in 1895. On only her fourth voyage to the islands, she sank on the 16th October 1896
after striking an uncharted coral reef near New Caledonia. The decision was made not to replace the vessel.
The New Hebrides Mission shared a practical concern for the everyday needs of island people. In addition to
converting local people to Christianity, the missionaries worked to improve education, through the
introduction of schools where the training of local mission teachers was initiated. The Tangoa Teachers’
Training Institute opened at Tangoa, South Santo, in 1895. The purpose of the Institute was to train local
teachers and it was supported by all the Protestant missions working throughout the New Hebrides.
Missionaries also worked to improve health education and services and encouraged the production of
arrowroot and island trading as a means to generate revenue. Arrowroot powder was shipped to New
Zealand and other countries, where it was initially distributed by women’s missionary groups and later by
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commercial organisations. The funds from the sale of arrowroot were used to build additional churches in
the islands and, in some cases, as a donation towards New Zealand mission funds to be used elsewhere.
From 1880 to 1918 on Nguna alone, over 26 tons of arrowroot was produced.
By 1910, the work of the New Hebrides Mission was declining. This was partly due to a rapidly decreasing
population on the islands and a feeling that little room existed for further expansion of mission work, as by
then most areas were adequately covered. The reduction in population was primarily caused by introduced
European illnesses and epidemics which decimated the local population. The Queensland labour trade had
also had an impact on the local population, with many locals having decided to remain in Queensland.
In 1947 there was a general consensus held among the Island missionaries that the local church was ready to
assume control of its own affairs. A constitution was drawn up, and after amendments submitted by the
New Zealand and Australian Mission Committees and the New Hebrides Mission Synod, it was adopted. At a
Centennial Synod meeting in 1948, the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the Rev. John Geddie, the local
church was placed fully in charge of its own affairs. The island mission councils for Australia and New
Zealand were then limited to the affairs of their immediate mission staff. The New Zealand Church continued
to provide a large financial grant to the New Hebrides Presbyterian Church. A continued focus remained on
training church leaders and education more generally. The Tangoa Training Institute later introduced a
curriculum of advanced theological studies.
In the early 1950s, the New Zealand Missions Committee responded to the request for assistance to
establish a High School at Onesua on Efate, along with funds and personnel to set up and run a small hospital
on Tongoa. The Committee viewed this project as a practical means by which the New Zealand Church could
provide for a social need rather than a means for furthering evangelistic opportunities. This policy shift in
Mission funding opened up other opportunities for aid from the New Zealand Church including developing
Navota Farm and opening the Maropa religious bookshop in Port Vila, training local islanders to be trades
people and undertake the building work. The New Zealand Bible Class volunteer scheme sent out young
people during the 1960s to assist with building, administration and nursing. The Mission, at the request of
the Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides, divested itself of all remaining authority in the Islands so that
the New Zealand missionaries effectively worked for the New Hebrides Church. In 1965 a memorandum was
prepared which defined the terms of “responsible partnership” and sought to define the responsibilities of
each partner. The Church continues today as the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu.
For more information about New Hebrides Mission collections at the Archives of the Presbyterian Research
Centre, Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa, and New Zealand, see:
http://www.archives.presbyterian.org.nz/missions/newhebrideshistory.htm

AU PMB PHOTO 80
Title: New Hebrides Mission photograph album, 1906-1913
Date(s): 1906 (Creation)
Extent and medium: 56 images
Description:
This collection of 56 black and white photographs was taken by Reverend William Veitch Milne (1877-1837).
They are taken mainly on Nguna in where Milne was stationed as a missionary, with some images captured
on other islands in Vanuatu including Paama, Tongoa, and Malekula. The photographs reflect local culture,
kastom and landscape, as well as mission life. There are photographs of the Taloa church on Nguna,
missionaries at the 1906 synod on Tongoa and the 1912 synod on Paama, the mission launch and other
boats, panoramas or Port Vila harbor and Nguna island, and groups of islanders and missionary families.
Named individuals include Reverend Milne’s family, Reverend Frater, Sebuae, and Leinasei (both of Makura
island). The images were captured c.1906-1913 and are mounted into an album with hand written captions.
The New Hebrides Mission from the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand:
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The Presbyterian Church began sending missionaries to the New Hebrides (today known as Vanuatu) in the
mid-19th Century. The first missionary was Rev. John Geddie of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia who
arrived on the island of Aneityum in 1848. Subsequent missionaries came from the Presbyterian Churches of
New Zealand, Canada, Scotland and Australia (Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and New South Wales).
In New Zealand an interest in supporting a Christian mission to the New Hebrides was fostered when Rev.
John Inglis of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland toured the country in 1852 following a three
month tour of the New Hebrides and Solomon Islands. In that same year, Inglis and his wife joined Geddie on
Aneityum. Rev. John Inglis continued to send regular reports of his work to New Zealand, leading to
increasing interest from the Church there in sending their own missionaries to the islands.
The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand was at that time divided up into the “Northern Church” and the
“Southern Church” (consisting of the Provinces of Otago and Southland). The Southern Church was based on
the ideals of the Free Church of Scotland and these principles influenced its mission work for many years.
For over 40 years the two Churches worked separately, with mission activities during this time operating
independently of each other.
Over several decades the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand sent a number of missionaries to the New
Hebrides including the following people. The information below includes the missionaries' date of arrival in
the New Hebrides, the name of the missionary and the name of the main island on which they worked.
1866,
1870,
1879,
1885,
1889,
1892,
1899,
1903,
1905,
1932,
1938,
1941,
1944,
1948,

Rev. William Watt,
Tanna
Rev. Peter Milne,
Nguna
Rev. Oscar Michelsen,
Tongoa
Rev. Charles Murray, Ambrym
Rev. Thomas Smaill,
Epi
Rev. Dr. Lamb,
Ambrym
Dr. John Bowie,
Ambrym
Rev. Thomas Riddle,
Epi
Rev. William V. Milne,
Nguna (born on Nguna in 1877)
Rev. Basil Nottage,
Tongoa
Rev. Ken Crump,
Nguna
Rev. J.G. Miller,
Tongoa
Rev. Ian Muir,
Emae and Epi
Rev. A.G. Horwell,
Epi

In the early years there was no organised or reliable shipping service to the individual islands of the New
Hebrides so it was important for the Church to have their own vessel to bring regular supplies from Australia
and New Zealand. A boat was also necessary for transport to other mission stations. Although the New
Hebrides missionaries were responsible for their home churches and allotted areas and islands, they worked
closely together on common issues and met annually for a mission Synod meeting. New Zealand
Presbyterian Church worked in conjunction with the Australian Presbyterian Church to raise money and
purchased a mission supply vessel, the “Dayspring I”. This 115 ton brigantine was launched in Nova Scotia,
Canada, in 1863. It was lost in a hurricane ten years later and replaced by a second hand schooner, the
“Dayspring II” in 1876. The Dayspring II was sold prior to 1890 as she was too small and slow and
uncomfortable to sail in. The Australian missionary Dr. John G. Paton raised £6000 during a visit to Britain in
1884-1885 and later increased the donations to £7000. The “Dayspring III” was built on the Clyde in
Scotland to the order of the Victorian Presbyterian Church Foreign Missions Committee. She was 157 feet
long and arrived in Australia in 1895. On only her fourth voyage to the islands, she sank on the 16th October
1896 after striking an uncharted coral reef near New Caledonia. The decision was made not to replace the
vessel.
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The New Hebrides Mission shared a practical concern for the everyday needs of island people. In addition to
converting local people to Christianity, the missionaries worked to improve education, through the
introduction of schools where the training of local mission teachers was initiated. The Tangoa Teachers’
Training Institute opened at Tangoa, South Santo, in 1895. The purpose of the Institute was to train local
teachers and it was supported by all the Protestant missions working throughout the New Hebrides.
Missionaries also worked to improve health education and services and encouraged the production of
arrowroot and island trading as a means to generate revenue. Arrowroot powder was shipped to New
Zealand and other countries, where it was initially distributed by women’s missionary groups and later by
commercial organisations. The funds from the sale of arrowroot were used to build additional churches in
the islands and, in some cases, as a donation towards New Zealand mission funds to be used elsewhere.
From 1880 to 1918 on Nguna alone, over 26 tons of arrowroot was produced.
By 1910, the work of the New Hebrides Mission was declining. This was partly due to a rapidly decreasing
population on the islands and a feeling that little room existed for further expansion of mission work, as by
then most areas were adequately covered. The reduction in population was primarily caused by introduced
European illnesses and epidemics which decimated the local population. The Queensland labour trade had
also had an impact on the local population, with many locals having decided to remain in Queensland.
In 1947 there was a general consensus held among the Island missionaries that the local church was ready to
assume control of its own affairs. A constitution was drawn up, and after amendments submitted by the
New Zealand and Australian Mission Committees and the New Hebrides Mission Synod, it was adopted. At a
Centennial Synod meeting in 1948, the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the Rev. John Geddie, the local
church was placed fully in charge of its own affairs. The island mission councils for Australia and New
Zealand were then limited to the affairs of their immediate mission staff. The New Zealand Church continued
to provide a large financial grant to the New Hebrides Presbyterian Church. A continued focus remained on
training church leaders and education more generally. The Tangoa Training Institute later introduced a
curriculum of advanced theological studies.
In the early 1950s, the New Zealand Missions Committee responded to the request for assistance to
establish a High School at Onesua on Efate, along with funds and personnel to set up and run a small hospital
on Tongoa. The Committee viewed this project as a practical means by which the New Zealand Church could
provide for a social need rather than a means for furthering evangelistic opportunities. This policy shift in
Mission funding opened up other opportunities for aid from the New Zealand Church including developing
Navota Farm and opening the Maropa religious bookshop in Port Vila, training local islanders to be trades
people and undertake the building work. The New Zealand Bible Class volunteer scheme sent out young
people during the 1960s to assist with building, administration and nursing. The Mission, at the request of
the Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides, divested itself of all remaining authority in the Islands so that
the New Zealand missionaries effectively worked for the New Hebrides Church. In 1965 a memorandum was
prepared which defined the terms of “responsible partnership” and sought to define the responsibilities of
each partner. The Church continues today as the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu.
For more information about New Hebrides Mission collections at the Archives of the Presbyterian Research
Centre, Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa, and New Zealand, see:
http://www.archives.presbyterian.org.nz/missions/newhebrideshistory.htm
AU PMB PHOTO 81
Title: New Hebrides Mission photograph album, 1903-1935
Date(s): 1903 (Creation) Milne, Rev. W.V.
Extent and medium: 75 images
Description:
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This collection of 75 black and white photographs were taken by Reverend William Veitch Milne in the New
Hebrides. Photographs were taken mainly on Nguna where Milne was stationed as a missionary from 190537. Other images were taken on Ambae, Emae, Erromanga, Epi, Makura, Malekula, Mataso, and Tongoa.
Subjects of photographs include village life and sacred sites, carved wooden drums in Malekula, mission
buildings, hospitals and groups of people associated with the mission, as well as teachers and local chiefs on
Nguna. Some photographs show church related activities islanders were involved in such as the washing and
drying of arrowroot which was subsequently sold internationally for use in cooking. The images were taken
from 1903-35 and are mounted into an album with hand written captions. Some captions feature people’s
names, including Toa and Taputi who graduated as teachers from the Tangoa Teachers Training Institute
(established in 1895).
The New Hebrides Mission from the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand:
The Presbyterian Church began sending missionaries to the New Hebrides (today known as Vanuatu) in the
mid-19th Century. The first missionary was Rev. John Geddie of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia who
arrived on the island of Aneityum in 1848. Subsequent missionaries came from the Presbyterian Churches of
New Zealand, Canada, Scotland and Australia (Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and New South Wales).
In New Zealand an interest in supporting a Christian mission to the New Hebrides was fostered when Rev.
John Inglis of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland toured the country in 1852 following a three
month tour of the New Hebrides and Solomon Islands. In that same year, Inglis and his wife joined Geddie on
Aneityum. Rev. John Inglis continued to send regular reports of his work to New Zealand, leading to
increasing interest from the Church there in sending their own missionaries to the islands.
The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand was at that time divided up into the “Northern Church” and the
“Southern Church” (consisting of the Provinces of Otago and Southland). The Southern Church was based on
the ideals of the Free Church of Scotland and these principles influenced its mission work for many years. For
over 40 years the two Churches worked separately, with mission activities during this time operating
independently of each other.
Over several decades the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand sent a number of missionaries to the New
Hebrides including the following people. The information below includes the missionaries' date of arrival in
the New Hebrides, the name of the missionary and the name of the main island on which they worked:
1866, Rev. William Watt, Tanna
1870, Rev. Peter Milne, Nguna
1879, Rev. Oscar Michelsen, Tongoa
1885, Rev. Charles Murray, Ambrym
1889, Rev. Thomas Smaill, Epi
1892, Rev. Dr. Lamb, Ambrym
1899, Dr. John Bowie, Ambrym
1903, Rev. Thomas Riddle, Epi
1905, Rev. William V. Milne, Nguna (born on Nguna in 1877)
1932, Rev. Basil Nottage, Tongoa
1938, Rev. Ken Crump, Nguna
1941, Rev. J.G. Miller, Tongoa
1944, Rev. Ian Muir, Emae and Epi
1948, Rev. A.G. Horwell, Epi
In the early years there was no organised or reliable shipping service to the individual islands of the New
Hebrides so it was important for the Church to have their own vessel to bring regular supplies from Australia
and New Zealand. A boat was also necessary for transport to other mission stations. Although the New
Hebrides missionaries were responsible for their home churches and allotted areas and islands, they worked
closely together on common issues and met annually for a mission Synod meeting. New Zealand
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Presbyterian Church worked in conjunction with the Australian Presbyterian Church to raise money and
purchased a mission supply vessel, the “Dayspring I”. This 115 ton brigantine was launched in Nova Scotia,
Canada, in 1863. It was lost in a hurricane ten years later and replaced by a second hand schooner, the
“Dayspring II” in 1876. The Dayspring II was sold prior to 1890 as she was too small and slow and
uncomfortable to sail in. The Australian missionary Dr. John G. Paton raised £6000 during a visit to Britain in
1884-1885 and later increased the donations to £7000. The “Dayspring III” was built on the Clyde in Scotland
to the order of the Victorian Presbyterian Church Foreign Missions Committee. She was 157 feet long and
arrived in Australia in 1895. On only her fourth voyage to the islands, she sank on the 16th October 1896
after striking an uncharted coral reef near New Caledonia. The decision was made not to replace the vessel.
The New Hebrides Mission shared a practical concern for the everyday needs of island people. In addition to
converting local people to Christianity, the missionaries worked to improve education, through the
introduction of schools where the training of local mission teachers was initiated. The Tangoa Teachers’
Training Institute opened at Tangoa, South Santo, in 1895. The purpose of the Institute was to train local
teachers and it was supported by all the Protestant missions working throughout the New Hebrides.
Missionaries also worked to improve health education and services and encouraged the production of
arrowroot and island trading as a means to generate revenue. Arrowroot powder was shipped to New
Zealand and other countries, where it was initially distributed by women’s missionary groups and later by
commercial organisations. The funds from the sale of arrowroot were used to build additional churches in
the islands and, in some cases, as a donation towards New Zealand mission funds to be used elsewhere.
From 1880 to 1918 on Nguna alone, over 26 tons of arrowroot was produced.
By 1910, the work of the New Hebrides Mission was declining. This was partly due to a rapidly decreasing
population on the islands and a feeling that little room existed for further expansion of mission work, as by
then most areas were adequately covered. The reduction in population was primarily caused by introduced
European illnesses and epidemics which decimated the local population. The Queensland labour trade had
also had an impact on the local population, with many locals having decided to remain in Queensland.
In 1947 there was a general consensus held among the Island missionaries that the local church was ready to
assume control of its own affairs. A constitution was drawn up, and after amendments submitted by the
New Zealand and Australian Mission Committees and the New Hebrides Mission Synod, it was adopted. At a
Centennial Synod meeting in 1948, the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the Rev. John Geddie, the local
church was placed fully in charge of its own affairs. The island mission councils for Australia and New
Zealand were then limited to the affairs of their immediate mission staff. The New Zealand Church continued
to provide a large financial grant to the New Hebrides Presbyterian Church. A continued focus remained on
training church leaders and education more generally. The Tangoa Training Institute later introduced a
curriculum of advanced theological studies.
In the early 1950s, the New Zealand Missions Committee responded to the request for assistance to
establish a High School at Onesua on Efate, along with funds and personnel to set up and run a small hospital
on Tongoa. The Committee viewed this project as a practical means by which the New Zealand Church could
provide for a social need rather than a means for furthering evangelistic opportunities. This policy shift in
Mission funding opened up other opportunities for aid from the New Zealand Church including developing
Navota Farm and opening the Maropa religious bookshop in Port Vila, training local islanders to be trades
people and undertake the building work. The New Zealand Bible Class volunteer scheme sent out young
people during the 1960s to assist with building, administration and nursing. The Mission, at the request of
the Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides, divested itself of all remaining authority in the Islands so that
the New Zealand missionaries effectively worked for the New Hebrides Church. In 1965 a memorandum was
prepared which defined the terms of “responsible partnership” and sought to define the responsibilities of
each partner. The Church continues today as the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu.
For more information about New Hebrides Mission collections at the Archives of the Presbyterian Research
Centre, Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa, and New Zealand, see:
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http://www.archives.presbyterian.org.nz/missions/newhebrideshistory.htm
AU PMB PHOTO 82
Title: New Hebrides Mission photograph album, 1889-1909
Date(s): 1889 (Creation) Foreign Missions Committee
Extent and medium: 67 images
Description:
This album was most likely compiled by Church members to promote the work of the Mission in the New
Hebrides. It includes pictures taken by the mission on the islands of Aneityum, Tanna, Erromanga, Efate,
Nguna, Tongoa, Tangoa, Epi, Ambrym and Santo. Photographs are of varied subjects including the processing
of arrowroot to raise funds for the church, local houses on Nguna, Santo and Epi, groups of local women and
children, and mat making on Ambrym. There are also images of mission buildings on Futuna, Tanna, Ambrym
and Nguna. One photograph shows Taripoliu, a chief of Nguna, with his family.
Photographs date from 1889 to 1909 and are mounted into an album with captions. Some images have
deteriorated.
The New Hebrides Mission from the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand:
The Presbyterian Church began sending missionaries to the New Hebrides (today known as Vanuatu) in the
mid-19th Century. The first missionary was Rev. John Geddie of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia who
arrived on the island of Aneityum in 1848. Subsequent missionaries came from the Presbyterian Churches of
New Zealand, Canada, Scotland and Australia (Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and New South Wales).
In New Zealand an interest in supporting a Christian mission to the New Hebrides was fostered when Rev.
John Inglis of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland toured the country in 1852 following a three
month tour of the New Hebrides and Solomon Islands. In that same year, Inglis and his wife joined Geddie on
Aneityum. Rev. John Inglis continued to send regular reports of his work to New Zealand, leading to
increasing interest from the Church there in sending their own missionaries to the islands.
The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand was at that time divided up into the “Northern Church” and the
“Southern Church” (consisting of the Provinces of Otago and Southland). The Southern Church was based on
the ideals of the Free Church of Scotland and these principles influenced its mission work for many years. For
over 40 years the two Churches worked separately, with mission activities during this time operating
independently of each other.
Over several decades the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand sent a number of missionaries to the New
Hebrides including the following people. The information below includes the missionaries' date of arrival in
the New Hebrides, the name of the missionary and the name of the main island on which they worked:
1866, Rev. William Watt, Tanna
1870, Rev. Peter Milne, Nguna
1879, Rev. Oscar Michelsen, Tongoa
1885, Rev. Charles Murray, Ambrym
1889, Rev. Thomas Smaill, Epi
1892, Rev. Dr. Lamb, Ambrym
1899, Dr. John Bowie, Ambrym
1903, Rev. Thomas Riddle, Epi
1905, Rev. William V. Milne, Nguna (born on Nguna in 1877)
1932, Rev. Basil Nottage, Tongoa
1938, Rev. Ken Crump, Nguna
1941, Rev. J.G. Miller, Tongoa
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1944, Rev. Ian Muir, Emae and Epi
1948, Rev. A.G. Horwell, Epi
In the early years there was no organised or reliable shipping service to the individual islands of the New
Hebrides so it was important for the Church to have their own vessel to bring regular supplies from Australia
and New Zealand. A boat was also necessary for transport to other mission stations. Although the New
Hebrides missionaries were responsible for their home churches and allotted areas and islands, they worked
closely together on common issues and met annually for a mission Synod meeting. New Zealand
Presbyterian Church worked in conjunction with the Australian Presbyterian Church to raise money and
purchased a mission supply vessel, the “Dayspring I”. This 115 ton brigantine was launched in Nova Scotia,
Canada, in 1863. It was lost in a hurricane ten years later and replaced by a second hand schooner, the
“Dayspring II” in 1876. The Dayspring II was sold prior to 1890 as she was too small and slow and
uncomfortable to sail in. The Australian missionary Dr. John G. Paton raised £6000 during a visit to Britain in
1884-1885 and later increased the donations to £7000. The “Dayspring III” was built on the Clyde in Scotland
to the order of the Victorian Presbyterian Church Foreign Missions Committee. She was 157 feet long and
arrived in Australia in 1895. On only her fourth voyage to the islands, she sank on the 16th October 1896
after striking an uncharted coral reef near New Caledonia. The decision was made not to replace the vessel.
The New Hebrides Mission shared a practical concern for the everyday needs of island people. In addition to
converting local people to Christianity, the missionaries worked to improve education, through the
introduction of schools where the training of local mission teachers was initiated. The Tangoa Teachers’
Training Institute opened at Tangoa, South Santo, in 1895. The purpose of the Institute was to train local
teachers and it was supported by all the Protestant missions working throughout the New Hebrides.
Missionaries also worked to improve health education and services and encouraged the production of
arrowroot and island trading as a means to generate revenue. Arrowroot powder was shipped to New
Zealand and other countries, where it was initially distributed by women’s missionary groups and later by
commercial organisations. The funds from the sale of arrowroot were used to build additional churches in
the islands and, in some cases, as a donation towards New Zealand mission funds to be used elsewhere.
From 1880 to 1918 on Nguna alone, over 26 tons of arrowroot was produced.
By 1910, the work of the New Hebrides Mission was declining. This was partly due to a rapidly decreasing
population on the islands and a feeling that little room existed for further expansion of mission work, as by
then most areas were adequately covered. The reduction in population was primarily caused by introduced
European illnesses and epidemics which decimated the local population. The Queensland labour trade had
also had an impact on the local population, with many locals having decided to remain in Queensland.
In 1947 there was a general consensus held among the Island missionaries that the local church was ready to
assume control of its own affairs. A constitution was drawn up, and after amendments submitted by the
New Zealand and Australian Mission Committees and the New Hebrides Mission Synod, it was adopted. At a
Centennial Synod meeting in 1948, the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the Rev. John Geddie, the local
church was placed fully in charge of its own affairs. The island mission councils for Australia and New
Zealand were then limited to the affairs of their immediate mission staff. The New Zealand Church continued
to provide a large financial grant to the New Hebrides Presbyterian Church. A continued focus remained on
training church leaders and education more generally. The Tangoa Training Institute later introduced a
curriculum of advanced theological studies.
In the early 1950s, the New Zealand Missions Committee responded to the request for assistance to
establish a High School at Onesua on Efate, along with funds and personnel to set up and run a small hospital
on Tongoa. The Committee viewed this project as a practical means by which the New Zealand Church could
provide for a social need rather than a means for furthering evangelistic opportunities. This policy shift in
Mission funding opened up other opportunities for aid from the New Zealand Church including developing
Navota Farm and opening the Maropa religious bookshop in Port Vila, training local islanders to be trades
people and undertake the building work. The New Zealand Bible Class volunteer scheme sent out young
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people during the 1960s to assist with building, administration and nursing. The Mission, at the request of
the Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides, divested itself of all remaining authority in the Islands so that
the New Zealand missionaries effectively worked for the New Hebrides Church. In 1965 a memorandum was
prepared which defined the terms of “responsible partnership” and sought to define the responsibilities of
each partner. The Church continues today as the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu.
For more information about New Hebrides Mission collections at the Archives of the Presbyterian Research
Centre, Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa, and New Zealand, see:
http://www.archives.presbyterian.org.nz/missions/newhebrideshistory.htm
AU PMB PHOTO 83
Title: New Hebrides Mission photograph album, 1898-1914
Date(s): 1898 (Creation) Smaill, Rev. Thomas and Helen
Extent and medium: 83 images
Description:
86 black and white photographs taken by Reverend T Smaill in the New Hebrides. Subjects are varied, with
photographs captured on Epi, Erromanga, Nguna, Paama, Santo, Tangoa,and Tanna. The majority of these
images feature missionaries or their family members. Named missionary families include the Smaill, Milne,
Paton and Frater families) and there is an image of the Smaill family on furlough in New Zealand. Some
photographs were captured at mission synods between 1900 and 1914.
Photographs are mounted on to separated album pages although there is no album cover. Captions were
directly written onto the mount and subsequent white labels with captions handwritten in ink have been
added.
The New Hebrides Mission from the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand:
The Presbyterian Church began sending missionaries to the New Hebrides (today known as Vanuatu) in the
mid-19th Century. The first missionary was Rev. John Geddie of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia who
arrived on the island of Aneityum in 1848. Subsequent missionaries came from the Presbyterian Churches of
New Zealand, Canada, Scotland and Australia (Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and New South Wales).
In New Zealand an interest in supporting a Christian mission to the New Hebrides was fostered when Rev.
John Inglis of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland toured the country in 1852 following a three
month tour of the New Hebrides and Solomon Islands. In that same year, Inglis and his wife joined Geddie on
Aneityum. Rev. John Inglis continued to send regular reports of his work to New Zealand, leading to
increasing interest from the Church there in sending their own missionaries to the islands.
The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand was at that time divided up into the “Northern Church” and the
“Southern Church” (consisting of the Provinces of Otago and Southland). The Southern Church was based on
the ideals of the Free Church of Scotland and these principles influenced its mission work for many years. For
over 40 years the two Churches worked separately, with mission activities during this time operating
independently of each other.
Over several decades the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand sent a number of missionaries to the New
Hebrides including the following people. The information below includes the missionaries' date of arrival in
the New Hebrides, the name of the missionary and the name of the main island on which they worked:
1866, Rev. William Watt, Tanna
1870, Rev. Peter Milne, Nguna
1879, Rev. Oscar Michelsen, Tongoa
1885, Rev. Charles Murray, Ambrym
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1889, Rev. Thomas Smaill, Epi
1892, Rev. Dr. Lamb, Ambrym
1899, Dr. John Bowie, Ambrym
1903, Rev. Thomas Riddle, Epi
1905, Rev. William V. Milne, Nguna (born on Nguna in 1877)
1932, Rev. Basil Nottage, Tongoa
1938, Rev. Ken Crump, Nguna
1941, Rev. J.G. Miller, Tongoa
1944, Rev. Ian Muir, Emae and Epi
1948, Rev. A.G. Horwell, Epi
In the early years there was no organised or reliable shipping service to the individual islands of the New
Hebrides so it was important for the Church to have their own vessel to bring regular supplies from Australia
and New Zealand. A boat was also necessary for transport to other mission stations. Although the New
Hebrides missionaries were responsible for their home churches and allotted areas and islands, they worked
closely together on common issues and met annually for a mission Synod meeting. New Zealand
Presbyterian Church worked in conjunction with the Australian Presbyterian Church to raise money and
purchased a mission supply vessel, the “Dayspring I”. This 115 ton brigantine was launched in Nova Scotia,
Canada, in 1863. It was lost in a hurricane ten years later and replaced by a second hand schooner, the
“Dayspring II” in 1876. The Dayspring II was sold prior to 1890 as she was too small and slow and
uncomfortable to sail in. The Australian missionary Dr. John G. Paton raised £6000 during a visit to Britain in
1884-1885 and later increased the donations to £7000. The “Dayspring III” was built on the Clyde in Scotland
to the order of the Victorian Presbyterian Church Foreign Missions Committee. She was 157 feet long and
arrived in Australia in 1895. On only her fourth voyage to the islands, she sank on the 16th October 1896
after striking an uncharted coral reef near New Caledonia. The decision was made not to replace the vessel.
The New Hebrides Mission shared a practical concern for the everyday needs of island people. In addition to
converting local people to Christianity, the missionaries worked to improve education, through the
introduction of schools where the training of local mission teachers was initiated. The Tangoa Teachers’
Training Institute opened at Tangoa, South Santo, in 1895. The purpose of the Institute was to train local
teachers and it was supported by all the Protestant missions working throughout the New Hebrides.
Missionaries also worked to improve health education and services and encouraged the production of
arrowroot and island trading as a means to generate revenue. Arrowroot powder was shipped to New
Zealand and other countries, where it was initially distributed by women’s missionary groups and later by
commercial organisations. The funds from the sale of arrowroot were used to build additional churches in
the islands and, in some cases, as a donation towards New Zealand mission funds to be used elsewhere.
From 1880 to 1918 on Nguna alone, over 26 tons of arrowroot was produced.
By 1910, the work of the New Hebrides Mission was declining. This was partly due to a rapidly decreasing
population on the islands and a feeling that little room existed for further expansion of mission work, as by
then most areas were adequately covered. The reduction in population was primarily caused by introduced
European illnesses and epidemics which decimated the local population. The Queensland labour trade had
also had an impact on the local population, with many locals having decided to remain in Queensland.
In 1947 there was a general consensus held among the Island missionaries that the local church was ready to
assume control of its own affairs. A constitution was drawn up, and after amendments submitted by the
New Zealand and Australian Mission Committees and the New Hebrides Mission Synod, it was adopted. At a
Centennial Synod meeting in 1948, the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the Rev. John Geddie, the local
church was placed fully in charge of its own affairs. The island mission councils for Australia and New
Zealand were then limited to the affairs of their immediate mission staff. The New Zealand Church continued
to provide a large financial grant to the New Hebrides Presbyterian Church. A continued focus remained on
training church leaders and education more generally. The Tangoa Training Institute later introduced a
curriculum of advanced theological studies.
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In the early 1950s, the New Zealand Missions Committee responded to the request for assistance to
establish a High School at Onesua on Efate, along with funds and personnel to set up and run a small hospital
on Tongoa. The Committee viewed this project as a practical means by which the New Zealand Church could
provide for a social need rather than a means for furthering evangelistic opportunities. This policy shift in
Mission funding opened up other opportunities for aid from the New Zealand Church including developing
Navota Farm and opening the Maropa religious bookshop in Port Vila, training local islanders to be trades
people and undertake the building work. The New Zealand Bible Class volunteer scheme sent out young
people during the 1960s to assist with building, administration and nursing. The Mission, at the request of
the Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides, divested itself of all remaining authority in the Islands so that
the New Zealand missionaries effectively worked for the New Hebrides Church. In 1965 a memorandum was
prepared which defined the terms of “responsible partnership” and sought to define the responsibilities of
each partner. The Church continues today as the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu.
For more information about New Hebrides Mission collections at the Archives of the Presbyterian Research
Centre, Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa, and New Zealand, see:
http://www.archives.presbyterian.org.nz/missions/newhebrideshistory.htm
AU PMB PHOTO 84
Title: New Hebrides Mission Photograph album, 1898-1935
Date(s): 1898 (Creation) Foreign Missions Committee
Extent and medium: 32 images
Description:
This collection of 32 black and white photographs were produced as an album by the Foreign Missions
Committee. Subjects include the Ambrym hospital at Dip Point (destroyed in 1913 by a volcanic eruption),
Rev. Dr. Annand’s study and garden on Tangoa, the Teacher’s Training Institute on Tangoa, Vila harbour in
1900, and Churches on Epi and Nguna. Lopeni volcano from Epi, church member picnics, a yam garden on
Epi and a photograph of tropical fruit (c.1900). There are a few photographs of the Lamenu mission house
and local house girls who worked at the Lamenu mission house and the Church on Lamenu. A number of
other different islands also feature including Efate, Futuna, and Tanna. There are two images of Noumea
Harbour in New Caledonia.
The New Hebrides Mission from the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand:
The Presbyterian Church began sending missionaries to the New Hebrides (today known as Vanuatu) in the
mid-19th Century. The first missionary was Rev. John Geddie of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia who
arrived on the island of Aneityum in 1848. Subsequent missionaries came from the Presbyterian Churches of
New Zealand, Canada, Scotland and Australia (Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and New South Wales).
In New Zealand an interest in supporting a Christian mission to the New Hebrides was fostered when Rev.
John Inglis of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland toured the country in 1852 following a three
month tour of the New Hebrides and Solomon Islands. In that same year, Inglis and his wife joined Geddie on
Aneityum. Rev. John Inglis continued to send regular reports of his work to New Zealand, leading to
increasing interest from the Church there in sending their own missionaries to the islands.
The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand was at that time divided up into the “Northern Church” and the
“Southern Church” (consisting of the Provinces of Otago and Southland). The Southern Church was based on
the ideals of the Free Church of Scotland and these principles influenced its mission work for many years. For
over 40 years the two Churches worked separately, with mission activities during this time operating
independently of each other.
Over several decades the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand sent a number of missionaries to the New
Hebrides including the following people. The information below includes the missionaries' date of arrival in
the New Hebrides, the name of the missionary and the name of the main island on which they worked:
1866, Rev. William Watt, Tanna
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1870, Rev. Peter Milne, Nguna
1879, Rev. Oscar Michelsen, Tongoa
1885, Rev. Charles Murray, Ambrym
1889, Rev. Thomas Smaill, Epi
1892, Rev. Dr. Lamb, Ambrym
1899, Dr. John Bowie, Ambrym
1903, Rev. Thomas Riddle, Epi
1905, Rev. William V. Milne, Nguna (born on Nguna in 1877)
1932, Rev. Basil Nottage, Tongoa
1938, Rev. Ken Crump, Nguna
1941, Rev. J.G. Miller, Tongoa
1944, Rev. Ian Muir, Emae and Epi
1948, Rev. A.G. Horwell, Epi
In the early years there was no organised or reliable shipping service to the individual islands of the New
Hebrides so it was important for the Church to have their own vessel to bring regular supplies from Australia
and New Zealand. A boat was also necessary for transport to other mission stations. Although the New
Hebrides missionaries were responsible for their home churches and allotted areas and islands, they worked
closely together on common issues and met annually for a mission Synod meeting. New Zealand
Presbyterian Church worked in conjunction with the Australian Presbyterian Church to raise money and
purchased a mission supply vessel, the “Dayspring I”. This 115 ton brigantine was launched in Nova Scotia,
Canada, in 1863. It was lost in a hurricane ten years later and replaced by a second hand schooner, the
“Dayspring II” in 1876. The Dayspring II was sold prior to 1890 as she was too small and slow and
uncomfortable to sail in. The Australian missionary Dr. John G. Paton raised £6000 during a visit to Britain in
1884-1885 and later increased the donations to £7000. The “Dayspring III” was built on the Clyde in Scotland
to the order of the Victorian Presbyterian Church Foreign Missions Committee. She was 157 feet long and
arrived in Australia in 1895. On only her fourth voyage to the islands, she sank on the 16th October 1896
after striking an uncharted coral reef near New Caledonia. The decision was made not to replace the vessel.
The New Hebrides Mission shared a practical concern for the everyday needs of island people. In addition to
converting local people to Christianity, the missionaries worked to improve education, through the
introduction of schools where the training of local mission teachers was initiated. The Tangoa Teachers’
Training Institute opened at Tangoa, South Santo, in 1895. The purpose of the Institute was to train local
teachers and it was supported by all the Protestant missions working throughout the New Hebrides.
Missionaries also worked to improve health education and services and encouraged the production of
arrowroot and island trading as a means to generate revenue. Arrowroot powder was shipped to New
Zealand and other countries, where it was initially distributed by women’s missionary groups and later by
commercial organisations. The funds from the sale of arrowroot were used to build additional churches in
the islands and, in some cases, as a donation towards New Zealand mission funds to be used elsewhere.
From 1880 to 1918 on Nguna alone, over 26 tons of arrowroot was produced.
By 1910, the work of the New Hebrides Mission was declining. This was partly due to a rapidly decreasing
population on the islands and a feeling that little room existed for further expansion of mission work, as by
then most areas were adequately covered. The reduction in population was primarily caused by introduced
European illnesses and epidemics which decimated the local population. The Queensland labour trade had
also had an impact on the local population, with many locals having decided to remain in Queensland.
In 1947 there was a general consensus held among the Island missionaries that the local church was ready to
assume control of its own affairs. A constitution was drawn up, and after amendments submitted by the
New Zealand and Australian Mission Committees and the New Hebrides Mission Synod, it was adopted. At a
Centennial Synod meeting in 1948, the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the Rev. John Geddie, the local
church was placed fully in charge of its own affairs. The island mission councils for Australia and New
Zealand were then limited to the affairs of their immediate mission staff. The New Zealand Church continued
to provide a large financial grant to the New Hebrides Presbyterian Church. A continued focus remained on
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training church leaders and education more generally. The Tangoa Training Institute later introduced a
curriculum of advanced theological studies.
In the early 1950s, the New Zealand Missions Committee responded to the request for assistance to
establish a High School at Onesua on Efate, along with funds and personnel to set up and run a small hospital
on Tongoa. The Committee viewed this project as a practical means by which the New Zealand Church could
provide for a social need rather than a means for furthering evangelistic opportunities. This policy shift in
Mission funding opened up other opportunities for aid from the New Zealand Church including developing
Navota Farm and opening the Maropa religious bookshop in Port Vila, training local islanders to be trades
people and undertake the building work. The New Zealand Bible Class volunteer scheme sent out young
people during the 1960s to assist with building, administration and nursing. The Mission, at the request of
the Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides, divested itself of all remaining authority in the Islands so that
the New Zealand missionaries effectively worked for the New Hebrides Church. In 1965 a memorandum was
prepared which defined the terms of “responsible partnership” and sought to define the responsibilities of
each partner. The Church continues today as the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu.
For more information about New Hebrides Mission collections at the Archives of the Presbyterian Research
Centre, Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa, and New Zealand, see:
http://www.archives.presbyterian.org.nz/missions/newhebrideshistory.htm
AU PMB PHOTO 85
Title: New Hebrides Mission Photograph album, 1898-1911
Extent and medium: 120 images
Description:
This collection of 120 black and white photographs were produced as an album by Rev. Thomas Smaill. They
include photographs of the Smaill family including Rev. Thomas Smaill, Mrs. Helen Smaill and Nellie Smaill
and their life on Epi. Photographs also show the Smaill family with ni-Vanuatu people. Custom stones, the
stone church and women and children on Lamenu Island are featured. Life on Paama, the Milne’s house on
Nguna, Nguna mission house garden are also included. Photographs of other Presbyterian missionaries living
and working in the New Hebrides during the late 19th and early 20th centuries are included. These
photographs show their dress, daily life, children, activities such as afternoon teas and gatherings at synod
meetings. Photographs of village groups of ni-Vanuatu people, food preparation and ni-Vanuatu teachers are
included. Whaleboats and the Lopeni volcano erupting are also included in this album.
The New Hebrides Mission from the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand:
The Presbyterian Church began sending missionaries to the New Hebrides (today known as Vanuatu) in the
mid-19th Century. The first missionary was Rev. John Geddie of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia who
arrived on the island of Aneityum in 1848. Subsequent missionaries came from the Presbyterian Churches of
New Zealand, Canada, Scotland and Australia (Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and New South Wales).
In New Zealand an interest in supporting a Christian mission to the New Hebrides was fostered when Rev.
John Inglis of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland toured the country in 1852 following a three
month tour of the New Hebrides and Solomon Islands. In that same year, Inglis and his wife joined Geddie on
Aneityum. Rev. John Inglis continued to send regular reports of his work to New Zealand, leading to
increasing interest from the Church there in sending their own missionaries to the islands.
The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand was at that time divided up into the “Northern Church” and the
“Southern Church” (consisting of the Provinces of Otago and Southland). The Southern Church was based on
the ideals of the Free Church of Scotland and these principles influenced its mission work for many years. For
over 40 years the two Churches worked separately, with mission activities during this time operating
independently of each other.
Over several decades the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand sent a number of missionaries to the New
Hebrides including the following people. The information below includes the missionaries' date of arrival in
the New Hebrides, the name of the missionary and the name of the main island on which they worked:
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1866, Rev. William Watt, Tanna
1870, Rev. Peter Milne, Nguna
1879, Rev. Oscar Michelsen, Tongoa
1885, Rev. Charles Murray, Ambrym
1889, Rev. Thomas Smaill, Epi
1892, Rev. Dr. Lamb, Ambrym
1899, Dr. John Bowie, Ambrym
1903, Rev. Thomas Riddle, Epi
1905, Rev. William V. Milne, Nguna (born on Nguna in 1877)
1932, Rev. Basil Nottage, Tongoa
1938, Rev. Ken Crump, Nguna
1941, Rev. J.G. Miller, Tongoa
1944, Rev. Ian Muir, Emae and Epi
1948, Rev. A.G. Horwell, Epi
In the early years there was no organised or reliable shipping service to the individual islands of the New
Hebrides so it was important for the Church to have their own vessel to bring regular supplies from Australia
and New Zealand. A boat was also necessary for transport to other mission stations. Although the New
Hebrides missionaries were responsible for their home churches and allotted areas and islands, they worked
closely together on common issues and met annually for a mission Synod meeting. New Zealand
Presbyterian Church worked in conjunction with the Australian Presbyterian Church to raise money and
purchased a mission supply vessel, the “Dayspring I”. This 115 ton brigantine was launched in Nova Scotia,
Canada, in 1863. It was lost in a hurricane ten years later and replaced by a second hand schooner, the
“Dayspring II” in 1876. The Dayspring II was sold prior to 1890 as she was too small and slow and
uncomfortable to sail in. The Australian missionary Dr. John G. Paton raised £6000 during a visit to Britain in
1884-1885 and later increased the donations to £7000. The “Dayspring III” was built on the Clyde in Scotland
to the order of the Victorian Presbyterian Church Foreign Missions Committee. She was 157 feet long and
arrived in Australia in 1895. On only her fourth voyage to the islands, she sank on the 16th October 1896
after striking an uncharted coral reef near New Caledonia. The decision was made not to replace the vessel.
The New Hebrides Mission shared a practical concern for the everyday needs of island people. In addition to
converting local people to Christianity, the missionaries worked to improve education, through the
introduction of schools where the training of local mission teachers was initiated. The Tangoa Teachers’
Training Institute opened at Tangoa, South Santo, in 1895. The purpose of the Institute was to train local
teachers and it was supported by all the Protestant missions working throughout the New Hebrides.
Missionaries also worked to improve health education and services and encouraged the production of
arrowroot and island trading as a means to generate revenue. Arrowroot powder was shipped to New
Zealand and other countries, where it was initially distributed by women’s missionary groups and later by
commercial organisations. The funds from the sale of arrowroot were used to build additional churches in
the islands and, in some cases, as a donation towards New Zealand mission funds to be used elsewhere.
From 1880 to 1918 on Nguna alone, over 26 tons of arrowroot was produced.
By 1910, the work of the New Hebrides Mission was declining. This was partly due to a rapidly decreasing
population on the islands and a feeling that little room existed for further expansion of mission work, as by
then most areas were adequately covered. The reduction in population was primarily caused by introduced
European illnesses and epidemics which decimated the local population. The Queensland labour trade had
also had an impact on the local population, with many locals having decided to remain in Queensland.
In 1947 there was a general consensus held among the Island missionaries that the local church was ready to
assume control of its own affairs. A constitution was drawn up, and after amendments submitted by the
New Zealand and Australian Mission Committees and the New Hebrides Mission Synod, it was adopted. At a
Centennial Synod meeting in 1948, the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the Rev. John Geddie, the local
church was placed fully in charge of its own affairs. The island mission councils for Australia and New
Zealand were then limited to the affairs of their immediate mission staff. The New Zealand Church continued
to provide a large financial grant to the New Hebrides Presbyterian Church. A continued focus remained on
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training church leaders and education more generally. The Tangoa Training Institute later introduced a
curriculum of advanced theological studies.
In the early 1950s, the New Zealand Missions Committee responded to the request for assistance to
establish a High School at Onesua on Efate, along with funds and personnel to set up and run a small hospital
on Tongoa. The Committee viewed this project as a practical means by which the New Zealand Church could
provide for a social need rather than a means for furthering evangelistic opportunities. This policy shift in
Mission funding opened up other opportunities for aid from the New Zealand Church including developing
Navota Farm and opening the Maropa religious bookshop in Port Vila, training local islanders to be trades
people and undertake the building work. The New Zealand Bible Class volunteer scheme sent out young
people during the 1960s to assist with building, administration and nursing. The Mission, at the request of
the Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides, divested itself of all remaining authority in the Islands so that
the New Zealand missionaries effectively worked for the New Hebrides Church. In 1965 a memorandum was
prepared which defined the terms of “responsible partnership” and sought to define the responsibilities of
each partner. The Church continues today as the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu.
For more information about New Hebrides Mission collections at the Archives of the Presbyterian Research
Centre, Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa, and New Zealand, see:
http://www.archives.presbyterian.org.nz/missions/newhebrideshistory.htm
AU PMB PHOTO 86
Title: Selection of New Hebrides Mission photographs on boards, 1869-1956
Date(s): 1869 (Creation) Foreign Missions Committee
Extent and medium: 26 images
Description:
This collection of 26 photographs mounted on board include images of the New Hebrides Mission in Vanuatu
from the mid 19th – mid 20th Century. The photographs include images of the first mission house at
Selembanga on Tongoa, ni-Vanuatu people in traditional settings such as mourning, amongst local gardens
and near traditional style village huts. There is a photograph of the Tanna volcano crater in 1899, labour
boats in Tanna, mission vessels with copra, the 1892 New Hebrides Mission synod, early mission houses on
Nguna and the mission house at Dip Point, Ambrym. The collection includes several European missionaries
including Rev. P and Mrs. M J Milne, William Watt, Rev. William V. Milne, Rev. O. Michelsen and Rev. B.R.C.
Nottage.
Some of the boards include hand written headings which may indicate that they were used as boards to
promote the work of the New Hebrides Mission at various presentations in Australia, New Zealand or
Scotland.
The New Hebrides Mission from the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand:
The Presbyterian Church began sending missionaries to the New Hebrides (today known as Vanuatu) in the
mid-19th Century. The first missionary was Rev. John Geddie of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia who
arrived on the island of Aneityum in 1848. Subsequent missionaries came from the Presbyterian Churches of
New Zealand, Canada, Scotland and Australia (Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and New South Wales).
In New Zealand an interest in supporting a Christian mission to the New Hebrides was fostered when Rev.
John Inglis of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland toured the country in 1852 following a three
month tour of the New Hebrides and Solomon Islands. In that same year, Inglis and his wife joined Geddie on
Aneityum. Rev. John Inglis continued to send regular reports of his work to New Zealand, leading to
increasing interest from the Church there in sending their own missionaries to the islands.
The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand was at that time divided up into the “Northern Church” and the
“Southern Church” (consisting of the Provinces of Otago and Southland). The Southern Church was based on
the ideals of the Free Church of Scotland and these principles influenced its mission work for many years. For
over 40 years the two Churches worked separately, with mission activities during this time operating
independently of each other.
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Over several decades the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand sent a number of missionaries to the New
Hebrides including the following people. The information below includes the missionaries' date of arrival in
the New Hebrides, the name of the missionary and the name of the main island on which they worked:
1866, Rev. William Watt, Tanna
1870, Rev. Peter Milne, Nguna
1879, Rev. Oscar Michelsen, Tongoa
1885, Rev. Charles Murray, Ambrym
1889, Rev. Thomas Smaill, Epi
1892, Rev. Dr. Lamb, Ambrym
1899, Dr. John Bowie, Ambrym
1903, Rev. Thomas Riddle, Epi
1905, Rev. William V. Milne, Nguna (born on Nguna in 1877)
1932, Rev. Basil Nottage, Tongoa
1938, Rev. Ken Crump, Nguna
1941, Rev. J.G. Miller, Tongoa
1944, Rev. Ian Muir, Emae and Epi
1948, Rev. A.G. Horwell, Epi
In the early years there was no organised or reliable shipping service to the individual islands of the New
Hebrides so it was important for the Church to have their own vessel to bring regular supplies from Australia
and New Zealand. A boat was also necessary for transport to other mission stations. Although the New
Hebrides missionaries were responsible for their home churches and allotted areas and islands, they worked
closely together on common issues and met annually for a mission Synod meeting. New Zealand
Presbyterian Church worked in conjunction with the Australian Presbyterian Church to raise money and
purchased a mission supply vessel, the “Dayspring I”. This 115 ton brigantine was launched in Nova Scotia,
Canada, in 1863. It was lost in a hurricane ten years later and replaced by a second hand schooner, the
“Dayspring II” in 1876. The Dayspring II was sold prior to 1890 as she was too small and slow and
uncomfortable to sail in. The Australian missionary Dr. John G. Paton raised £6000 during a visit to Britain in
1884-1885 and later increased the donations to £7000. The “Dayspring III” was built on the Clyde in Scotland
to the order of the Victorian Presbyterian Church Foreign Missions Committee. She was 157 feet long and
arrived in Australia in 1895. On only her fourth voyage to the islands, she sank on the 16th October 1896
after striking an uncharted coral reef near New Caledonia. The decision was made not to replace the vessel.
The New Hebrides Mission shared a practical concern for the everyday needs of island people. In addition to
converting local people to Christianity, the missionaries worked to improve education, through the
introduction of schools where the training of local mission teachers was initiated. The Tangoa Teachers’
Training Institute opened at Tangoa, South Santo, in 1895. The purpose of the Institute was to train local
teachers and it was supported by all the Protestant missions working throughout the New Hebrides.
Missionaries also worked to improve health education and services and encouraged the production of
arrowroot and island trading as a means to generate revenue. Arrowroot powder was shipped to New
Zealand and other countries, where it was initially distributed by women’s missionary groups and later by
commercial organisations. The funds from the sale of arrowroot were used to build additional churches in
the islands and, in some cases, as a donation towards New Zealand mission funds to be used elsewhere.
From 1880 to 1918 on Nguna alone, over 26 tons of arrowroot was produced.
By 1910, the work of the New Hebrides Mission was declining. This was partly due to a rapidly decreasing
population on the islands and a feeling that little room existed for further expansion of mission work, as by
then most areas were adequately covered. The reduction in population was primarily caused by introduced
European illnesses and epidemics which decimated the local population. The Queensland labour trade had
also had an impact on the local population, with many locals having decided to remain in Queensland.
In 1947 there was a general consensus held among the Island missionaries that the local church was ready to
assume control of its own affairs. A constitution was drawn up, and after amendments submitted by the
New Zealand and Australian Mission Committees and the New Hebrides Mission Synod, it was adopted. At a
Centennial Synod meeting in 1948, the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the Rev. John Geddie, the local
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church was placed fully in charge of its own affairs. The island mission councils for Australia and New
Zealand were then limited to the affairs of their immediate mission staff. The New Zealand Church continued
to provide a large financial grant to the New Hebrides Presbyterian Church. A continued focus remained on
training church leaders and education more generally. The Tangoa Training Institute later introduced a
curriculum of advanced theological studies.
In the early 1950s, the New Zealand Missions Committee responded to the request for assistance to
establish a High School at Onesua on Efate, along with funds and personnel to set up and run a small hospital
on Tongoa. The Committee viewed this project as a practical means by which the New Zealand Church could
provide for a social need rather than a means for furthering evangelistic opportunities. This policy shift in
Mission funding opened up other opportunities for aid from the New Zealand Church including developing
Navota Farm and opening the Maropa religious bookshop in Port Vila, training local islanders to be trades
people and undertake the building work. The New Zealand Bible Class volunteer scheme sent out young
people during the 1960s to assist with building, administration and nursing. The Mission, at the request of
the Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides, divested itself of all remaining authority in the Islands so that
the New Zealand missionaries effectively worked for the New Hebrides Church. In 1965 a memorandum was
prepared which defined the terms of “responsible partnership” and sought to define the responsibilities of
each partner. The Church continues today as the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu.
For more information about New Hebrides Mission collections at the Archives of the Presbyterian Research
Centre, Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa, and New Zealand, see:
http://www.archives.presbyterian.org.nz/missions/newhebrideshistory.htm
AU PMB PHOTO 87
Title: New Hebrides Mission Photographs, 1885-1950
Date(s): 1885 (Creation) Foreign Missions Committee
Extent and medium: 112 images. Some copied back and front so 156 images in total.
Description:
This collection includes 112 images. Most of the images include portraits of European Presbyterian
missionaries or ni-Vanuatu people. Many of the portraits include key New Hebrides missionaries who
travelled to the new Hebrides from New Zealand and Scotland. The images include mission group synod
photographs and pictures of the missionary children. Some of the pictures show traditional style
architecture and cultural practices such as cooking methods and slit drums. Missionary churches, houses
and gardens are featured. The images were taken on the islands of Nguna, Tangoa, Tanna, Tongoa, Efate,
Futuna, Emae, Ambrym and Malekula.
The New Hebrides Mission from the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand:
The Presbyterian Church began sending missionaries to the New Hebrides (today known as Vanuatu) in the
mid-19th Century. The first missionary was Rev. John Geddie of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia who
arrived on the island of Aneityum in 1848. Subsequent missionaries came from the Presbyterian Churches of
New Zealand, Canada, Scotland and Australia (Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and New South Wales).
In New Zealand an interest in supporting a Christian mission to the New Hebrides was fostered when Rev.
John Inglis of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland toured the country in 1852 following a three
month tour of the New Hebrides and Solomon Islands. In that same year, Inglis and his wife joined Geddie on
Aneityum. Rev. John Inglis continued to send regular reports of his work to New Zealand, leading to
increasing interest from the Church there in sending their own missionaries to the islands.
The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand was at that time divided up into the “Northern Church” and the
“Southern Church” (consisting of the Provinces of Otago and Southland). The Southern Church was based on
the ideals of the Free Church of Scotland and these principles influenced its mission work for many years. For
over 40 years the two Churches worked separately, with mission activities during this time operating
independently of each other.
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Over several decades the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand sent a number of missionaries to the New
Hebrides including the following people. The information below includes the missionaries' date of arrival in
the New Hebrides, the name of the missionary and the name of the main island on which they worked:
1866, Rev. William Watt, Tanna
1870, Rev. Peter Milne, Nguna
1879, Rev. Oscar Michelsen, Tongoa
1885, Rev. Charles Murray, Ambrym
1889, Rev. Thomas Smaill, Epi
1892, Rev. Dr. Lamb, Ambrym
1899, Dr. John Bowie, Ambrym
1903, Rev. Thomas Riddle, Epi
1905, Rev. William V. Milne, Nguna (born on Nguna in 1877)
1932, Rev. Basil Nottage, Tongoa
1938, Rev. Ken Crump, Nguna
1941, Rev. J.G. Miller, Tongoa
1944, Rev. Ian Muir, Emae and Epi
1948, Rev. A.G. Horwell, Epi
In the early years there was no organised or reliable shipping service to the individual islands of the New
Hebrides so it was important for the Church to have their own vessel to bring regular supplies from Australia
and New Zealand. A boat was also necessary for transport to other mission stations. Although the New
Hebrides missionaries were responsible for their home churches and allotted areas and islands, they worked
closely together on common issues and met annually for a mission Synod meeting. New Zealand
Presbyterian Church worked in conjunction with the Australian Presbyterian Church to raise money and
purchased a mission supply vessel, the “Dayspring I”. This 115 ton brigantine was launched in Nova Scotia,
Canada, in 1863. It was lost in a hurricane ten years later and replaced by a second hand schooner, the
“Dayspring II” in 1876. The Dayspring II was sold prior to 1890 as she was too small and slow and
uncomfortable to sail in. The Australian missionary Dr. John G. Paton raised £6000 during a visit to Britain in
1884-1885 and later increased the donations to £7000. The “Dayspring III” was built on the Clyde in Scotland
to the order of the Victorian Presbyterian Church Foreign Missions Committee. She was 157 feet long and
arrived in Australia in 1895. On only her fourth voyage to the islands, she sank on the 16th October 1896
after striking an uncharted coral reef near New Caledonia. The decision was made not to replace the vessel.
The New Hebrides Mission shared a practical concern for the everyday needs of island people. In addition to
converting local people to Christianity, the missionaries worked to improve education, through the
introduction of schools where the training of local mission teachers was initiated. The Tangoa Teachers’
Training Institute opened at Tangoa, South Santo, in 1895. The purpose of the Institute was to train local
teachers and it was supported by all the Protestant missions working throughout the New Hebrides.
Missionaries also worked to improve health education and services and encouraged the production of
arrowroot and island trading as a means to generate revenue. Arrowroot powder was shipped to New
Zealand and other countries, where it was initially distributed by women’s missionary groups and later by
commercial organisations. The funds from the sale of arrowroot were used to build additional churches in
the islands and, in some cases, as a donation towards New Zealand mission funds to be used elsewhere.
From 1880 to 1918 on Nguna alone, over 26 tons of arrowroot was produced.
By 1910, the work of the New Hebrides Mission was declining. This was partly due to a rapidly decreasing
population on the islands and a feeling that little room existed for further expansion of mission work, as by
then most areas were adequately covered. The reduction in population was primarily caused by introduced
European illnesses and epidemics which decimated the local population. The Queensland labour trade had
also had an impact on the local population, with many locals having decided to remain in Queensland.
In 1947 there was a general consensus held among the Island missionaries that the local church was ready to
assume control of its own affairs. A constitution was drawn up, and after amendments submitted by the
New Zealand and Australian Mission Committees and the New Hebrides Mission Synod, it was adopted. At a
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Centennial Synod meeting in 1948, the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the Rev. John Geddie, the local
church was placed fully in charge of its own affairs. The island mission councils for Australia and New
Zealand were then limited to the affairs of their immediate mission staff. The New Zealand Church continued
to provide a large financial grant to the New Hebrides Presbyterian Church. A continued focus remained on
training church leaders and education more generally. The Tangoa Training Institute later introduced a
curriculum of advanced theological studies.
In the early 1950s, the New Zealand Missions Committee responded to the request for assistance to
establish a High School at Onesua on Efate, along with funds and personnel to set up and run a small hospital
on Tongoa. The Committee viewed this project as a practical means by which the New Zealand Church could
provide for a social need rather than a means for furthering evangelistic opportunities. This policy shift in
Mission funding opened up other opportunities for aid from the New Zealand Church including developing
Navota Farm and opening the Maropa religious bookshop in Port Vila, training local islanders to be trades
people and undertake the building work. The New Zealand Bible Class volunteer scheme sent out young
people during the 1960s to assist with building, administration and nursing. The Mission, at the request of
the Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides, divested itself of all remaining authority in the Islands so that
the New Zealand missionaries effectively worked for the New Hebrides Church. In 1965 a memorandum was
prepared which defined the terms of “responsible partnership” and sought to define the responsibilities of
each partner. The Church continues today as the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu.
For more information about New Hebrides Mission collections at the Archives of the Presbyterian Research
Centre, Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa, and New Zealand, see:
http://www.archives.presbyterian.org.nz/missions/newhebrideshistory.htm
AU PMB PHOTO 88
Title: New Hebrides Mission photographs, 1897-1950
Date(s): 1897 (Creation) Foreign Missions Committee
Extent and medium: 128 images
Description:
This collection of 128 images includes pictures of the people and work of the New Hebrides mission in
Vanuatu. Islands featured include Nguna, Tongoa and Tanna. The photographs are mainly from the 1920s1930s and include pictures of churches, ni-Vanuatu people working as preachers, church elders and teachers
as well as church industries such as copra, arrowroot and yams. Local people in Christian weddings also
feature. This collection includes several photographs of the Teachers' Training Institute at Tangoa as well as
environmental features of Vanuatu such as small islands, volcanoes (1897 off Tangoa) and the hurricane
damage (1923). The photographs of the 1900 synod are of interest showing numersou
The New Hebrides Mission from the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand:
The Presbyterian Church began sending missionaries to the New Hebrides (today known as Vanuatu) in the
mid-19th Century. The first missionary was Rev. John Geddie of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia who
arrived on the island of Aneityum in 1848. Subsequent missionaries came from the Presbyterian Churches of
New Zealand, Canada, Scotland and Australia (Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and New South Wales).
In New Zealand an interest in supporting a Christian mission to the New Hebrides was fostered when Rev.
John Inglis of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland toured the country in 1852 following a three
month tour of the New Hebrides and Solomon Islands. In that same year, Inglis and his wife joined Geddie on
Aneityum. Rev. John Inglis continued to send regular reports of his work to New Zealand, leading to
increasing interest from the Church there in sending their own missionaries to the islands.
The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand was at that time divided up into the “Northern Church” and the
“Southern Church” (consisting of the Provinces of Otago and Southland). The Southern Church was based on
the ideals of the Free Church of Scotland and these principles influenced its mission work for many years. For
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over 40 years the two Churches worked separately, with mission activities during this time operating
independently of each other.
Over several decades the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand sent a number of missionaries to the New
Hebrides including the following people. The information below includes the missionaries' date of arrival in
the New Hebrides, the name of the missionary and the name of the main island on which they worked:
1866, Rev. William Watt, Tanna
1870, Rev. Peter Milne, Nguna
1879, Rev. Oscar Michelsen, Tongoa
1885, Rev. Charles Murray, Ambrym
1889, Rev. Thomas Smaill, Epi
1892, Rev. Dr. Lamb, Ambrym
1899, Dr. John Bowie, Ambrym
1903, Rev. Thomas Riddle, Epi
1905, Rev. William V. Milne, Nguna (born on Nguna in 1877)
1932, Rev. Basil Nottage, Tongoa
1938, Rev. Ken Crump, Nguna
1941, Rev. J.G. Miller, Tongoa
1944, Rev. Ian Muir, Emae and Epi
1948, Rev. A.G. Horwell, Epi
In the early years there was no organised or reliable shipping service to the individual islands of the New
Hebrides so it was important for the Church to have their own vessel to bring regular supplies from Australia
and New Zealand. A boat was also necessary for transport to other mission stations. Although the New
Hebrides missionaries were responsible for their home churches and allotted areas and islands, they worked
closely together on common issues and met annually for a mission Synod meeting. New Zealand
Presbyterian Church worked in conjunction with the Australian Presbyterian Church to raise money and
purchased a mission supply vessel, the “Dayspring I”. This 115 ton brigantine was launched in Nova Scotia,
Canada, in 1863. It was lost in a hurricane ten years later and replaced by a second hand schooner, the
“Dayspring II” in 1876. The Dayspring II was sold prior to 1890 as she was too small and slow and
uncomfortable to sail in. The Australian missionary Dr. John G. Paton raised £6000 during a visit to Britain in
1884-1885 and later increased the donations to £7000. The “Dayspring III” was built on the Clyde in Scotland
to the order of the Victorian Presbyterian Church Foreign Missions Committee. She was 157 feet long and
arrived in Australia in 1895. On only her fourth voyage to the islands, she sank on the 16th October 1896
after striking an uncharted coral reef near New Caledonia. The decision was made not to replace the vessel.
The New Hebrides Mission shared a practical concern for the everyday needs of island people. In addition to
converting local people to Christianity, the missionaries worked to improve education, through the
introduction of schools where the training of local mission teachers was initiated. The Tangoa Teachers’
Training Institute opened at Tangoa, South Santo, in 1895. The purpose of the Institute was to train local
teachers and it was supported by all the Protestant missions working throughout the New Hebrides.
Missionaries also worked to improve health education and services and encouraged the production of
arrowroot and island trading as a means to generate revenue. Arrowroot powder was shipped to New
Zealand and other countries, where it was initially distributed by women’s missionary groups and later by
commercial organisations. The funds from the sale of arrowroot were used to build additional churches in
the islands and, in some cases, as a donation towards New Zealand mission funds to be used elsewhere.
From 1880 to 1918 on Nguna alone, over 26 tons of arrowroot was produced.
By 1910, the work of the New Hebrides Mission was declining. This was partly due to a rapidly decreasing
population on the islands and a feeling that little room existed for further expansion of mission work, as by
then most areas were adequately covered. The reduction in population was primarily caused by introduced
European illnesses and epidemics which decimated the local population. The Queensland labour trade had
also had an impact on the local population, with many locals having decided to remain in Queensland.
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In 1947 there was a general consensus held among the Island missionaries that the local church was ready to
assume control of its own affairs. A constitution was drawn up, and after amendments submitted by the
New Zealand and Australian Mission Committees and the New Hebrides Mission Synod, it was adopted. At a
Centennial Synod meeting in 1948, the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the Rev. John Geddie, the local
church was placed fully in charge of its own affairs. The island mission councils for Australia and New
Zealand were then limited to the affairs of their immediate mission staff. The New Zealand Church continued
to provide a large financial grant to the New Hebrides Presbyterian Church. A continued focus remained on
training church leaders and education more generally. The Tangoa Training Institute later introduced a
curriculum of advanced theological studies.
In the early 1950s, the New Zealand Missions Committee responded to the request for assistance to
establish a High School at Onesua on Efate, along with funds and personnel to set up and run a small hospital
on Tongoa. The Committee viewed this project as a practical means by which the New Zealand Church could
provide for a social need rather than a means for furthering evangelistic opportunities. This policy shift in
Mission funding opened up other opportunities for aid from the New Zealand Church including developing
Navota Farm and opening the Maropa religious bookshop in Port Vila, training local islanders to be trades
people and undertake the building work. The New Zealand Bible Class volunteer scheme sent out young
people during the 1960s to assist with building, administration and nursing. The Mission, at the request of
the Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides, divested itself of all remaining authority in the Islands so that
the New Zealand missionaries effectively worked for the New Hebrides Church. In 1965 a memorandum was
prepared which defined the terms of “responsible partnership” and sought to define the responsibilities of
each partner. The Church continues today as the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu.
For more information about New Hebrides Mission collections at the Archives of the Presbyterian Research
Centre, Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa, and New Zealand, see:
http://www.archives.presbyterian.org.nz/missions/newhebrideshistory.htm
AU PMB PHOTO 89
Title: New Hebrides Mission photographs, 1880-1978
Date(s): 1880 (Creation)
Extent and medium: 157 images
Description:
This collection of 157 images includes photographs of the New Hebrides mission in Vanuatu. The islands
featured include Tangoa, Tanna, Efate, Nguna and Paama. The photographs show ni-Vanuatu undertaking
domestic activities such as bread making, coconut grating, basket and mat weaving and tending to domestic
animals. There are many photographs of New Hebrides missionaries, as well as visiting missionaries from
New Zealand, and their families. There are photographs of the New Hebrides Mission boats, the Dayspring I,
II and III. This collection includes several pictures of church meetings including the Paama Synod of 1912 and
pictures of the Port Vila harbour and main street from 1929. There are a few photographs of the Yasur
volcano eruption in Tanna from 1915. There are several photographs of students and staff at Onesua High
School including the construction of the new Onesua High School chapel in 1978.
The New Hebrides Mission from the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand:
The Presbyterian Church began sending missionaries to the New Hebrides (today known as Vanuatu) in the
mid-19th Century. The first missionary was Rev. John Geddie of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia who
arrived on the island of Aneityum in 1848. Subsequent missionaries came from the Presbyterian Churches of
New Zealand, Canada, Scotland and Australia (Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and New South Wales).
In New Zealand an interest in supporting a Christian mission to the New Hebrides was fostered when Rev.
John Inglis of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland toured the country in 1852 following a three
month tour of the New Hebrides and Solomon Islands. In that same year, Inglis and his wife joined Geddie on
Aneityum. Rev. John Inglis continued to send regular reports of his work to New Zealand, leading to
increasing interest from the Church there in sending their own missionaries to the islands.
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The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand was at that time divided up into the “Northern Church” and the
“Southern Church” (consisting of the Provinces of Otago and Southland). The Southern Church was based on
the ideals of the Free Church of Scotland and these principles influenced its mission work for many years. For
over 40 years the two Churches worked separately, with mission activities during this time operating
independently of each other.
Over several decades the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand sent a number of missionaries to the New
Hebrides including the following people. The information below includes the missionaries' date of arrival in
the New Hebrides, the name of the missionary and the name of the main island on which they worked:
1866, Rev. William Watt, Tanna
1870, Rev. Peter Milne, Nguna
1879, Rev. Oscar Michelsen, Tongoa
1885, Rev. Charles Murray, Ambrym
1889, Rev. Thomas Smaill, Epi
1892, Rev. Dr. Lamb, Ambrym
1899, Dr. John Bowie, Ambrym
1903, Rev. Thomas Riddle, Epi
1905, Rev. William V. Milne, Nguna (born on Nguna in 1877)
1932, Rev. Basil Nottage, Tongoa
1938, Rev. Ken Crump, Nguna
1941, Rev. J.G. Miller, Tongoa
1944, Rev. Ian Muir, Emae and Epi
1948, Rev. A.G. Horwell, Epi
In the early years there was no organised or reliable shipping service to the individual islands of the New
Hebrides so it was important for the Church to have their own vessel to bring regular supplies from Australia
and New Zealand. A boat was also necessary for transport to other mission stations. Although the New
Hebrides missionaries were responsible for their home churches and allotted areas and islands, they worked
closely together on common issues and met annually for a mission Synod meeting. New Zealand
Presbyterian Church worked in conjunction with the Australian Presbyterian Church to raise money and
purchased a mission supply vessel, the “Dayspring I”. This 115 ton brigantine was launched in Nova Scotia,
Canada, in 1863. It was lost in a hurricane ten years later and replaced by a second hand schooner, the
“Dayspring II” in 1876. The Dayspring II was sold prior to 1890 as she was too small and slow and
uncomfortable to sail in. The Australian missionary Dr. John G. Paton raised £6000 during a visit to Britain in
1884-1885 and later increased the donations to £7000. The “Dayspring III” was built on the Clyde in Scotland
to the order of the Victorian Presbyterian Church Foreign Missions Committee. She was 157 feet long and
arrived in Australia in 1895. On only her fourth voyage to the islands, she sank on the 16th October 1896
after striking an uncharted coral reef near New Caledonia. The decision was made not to replace the vessel.
The New Hebrides Mission shared a practical concern for the everyday needs of island people. In addition to
converting local people to Christianity, the missionaries worked to improve education, through the
introduction of schools where the training of local mission teachers was initiated. The Tangoa Teachers’
Training Institute opened at Tangoa, South Santo, in 1895. The purpose of the Institute was to train local
teachers and it was supported by all the Protestant missions working throughout the New Hebrides.
Missionaries also worked to improve health education and services and encouraged the production of
arrowroot and island trading as a means to generate revenue. Arrowroot powder was shipped to New
Zealand and other countries, where it was initially distributed by women’s missionary groups and later by
commercial organisations. The funds from the sale of arrowroot were used to build additional churches in
the islands and, in some cases, as a donation towards New Zealand mission funds to be used elsewhere.
From 1880 to 1918 on Nguna alone, over 26 tons of arrowroot was produced.
By 1910, the work of the New Hebrides Mission was declining. This was partly due to a rapidly decreasing
population on the islands and a feeling that little room existed for further expansion of mission work, as by
then most areas were adequately covered. The reduction in population was primarily caused by introduced
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European illnesses and epidemics which decimated the local population. The Queensland labour trade had
also had an impact on the local population, with many locals having decided to remain in Queensland.
In 1947 there was a general consensus held among the Island missionaries that the local church was ready to
assume control of its own affairs. A constitution was drawn up, and after amendments submitted by the
New Zealand and Australian Mission Committees and the New Hebrides Mission Synod, it was adopted. At a
Centennial Synod meeting in 1948, the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the Rev. John Geddie, the local
church was placed fully in charge of its own affairs. The island mission councils for Australia and New
Zealand were then limited to the affairs of their immediate mission staff. The New Zealand Church continued
to provide a large financial grant to the New Hebrides Presbyterian Church. A continued focus remained on
training church leaders and education more generally. The Tangoa Training Institute later introduced a
curriculum of advanced theological studies.
In the early 1950s, the New Zealand Missions Committee responded to the request for assistance to
establish a High School at Onesua on Efate, along with funds and personnel to set up and run a small hospital
on Tongoa. The Committee viewed this project as a practical means by which the New Zealand Church could
provide for a social need rather than a means for furthering evangelistic opportunities. This policy shift in
Mission funding opened up other opportunities for aid from the New Zealand Church including developing
Navota Farm and opening the Maropa religious bookshop in Port Vila, training local islanders to be trades
people and undertake the building work. The New Zealand Bible Class volunteer scheme sent out young
people during the 1960s to assist with building, administration and nursing. The Mission, at the request of
the Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides, divested itself of all remaining authority in the Islands so that
the New Zealand missionaries effectively worked for the New Hebrides Church. In 1965 a memorandum was
prepared which defined the terms of “responsible partnership” and sought to define the responsibilities of
each partner. The Church continues today as the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu.
For more information about New Hebrides Mission collections at the Archives of the Presbyterian Research
Centre, Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa, and New Zealand, see:
http://www.archives.presbyterian.org.nz/missions/newhebrideshistory.htm
AU PMB PHOTO 90
Title: New Hebrides Mission photographs, 1860-1954
Date(s): 1860 (Creation)
Extent and medium: 142 images
Description:
This is a collection of 142 images of the New Hebrides mission in Vanuatu. The images were created by
digitising magic lantern slides. Magic lantern slide shows were used to promote the work of the Mission.
The islands featured in the collection include Ambrim, Aneityum, Epi, Erromanga, Futuna, Iririki, Malekula,
Malo, Mele, Nguna, Paama, Pele, Tanna and Tongoa.
The images show several missionaries to the New Hebrides including Rev. Michelsen, Rev. Annand, Rev.
Lamb, Rev. Smaill and Rev. Bowie. The images include a volcanic eruption between Tongoa and Epi, mission
houses, the Ambrim hospital, the Paton Memorial Hospital and the Tangoa Training Institute (including the
Tangoa Training Institute Jubilee in 1945). Some of the images show pre-Christian ways of living including
sacred stones, carved demits (images representing the dead), drums and sing sing grounds. Images of the
Mission ships include the Break of Day dispensary and boat building on the shore of Vila Harbour.
The New Hebrides Mission from the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand:
The Presbyterian Church began sending missionaries to the New Hebrides (today known as Vanuatu) in the
mid-19th Century. The first missionary was Rev. John Geddie of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia who
arrived on the island of Aneityum in 1848. Subsequent missionaries came from the Presbyterian Churches of
New Zealand, Canada, Scotland and Australia (Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and New South Wales).
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In New Zealand an interest in supporting a Christian mission to the New Hebrides was fostered when Rev.
John Inglis of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland toured the country in 1852 following a three
month tour of the New Hebrides and Solomon Islands. In that same year, Inglis and his wife joined Geddie on
Aneityum. Rev. John Inglis continued to send regular reports of his work to New Zealand, leading to
increasing interest from the Church there in sending their own missionaries to the islands.
The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand was at that time divided up into the “Northern Church” and the
“Southern Church” (consisting of the Provinces of Otago and Southland). The Southern Church was based on
the ideals of the Free Church of Scotland and these principles influenced its mission work for many years. For
over 40 years the two Churches worked separately, with mission activities during this time operating
independently of each other.
Over several decades the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand sent a number of missionaries to the New
Hebrides including the following people. The information below includes the missionaries' date of arrival in
the New Hebrides, the name of the missionary and the name of the main island on which they worked:
1866, Rev. William Watt, Tanna
1870, Rev. Peter Milne, Nguna
1879, Rev. Oscar Michelsen, Tongoa
1885, Rev. Charles Murray, Ambrym
1889, Rev. Thomas Smaill, Epi
1892, Rev. Dr. Lamb, Ambrym
1899, Dr. John Bowie, Ambrym
1903, Rev. Thomas Riddle, Epi
1905, Rev. William V. Milne, Nguna (born on Nguna in 1877)
1932, Rev. Basil Nottage, Tongoa
1938, Rev. Ken Crump, Nguna
1941, Rev. J.G. Miller, Tongoa
1944, Rev. Ian Muir, Emae and Epi
1948, Rev. A.G. Horwell, Epi
In the early years there was no organised or reliable shipping service to the individual islands of the New
Hebrides so it was important for the Church to have their own vessel to bring regular supplies from Australia
and New Zealand. A boat was also necessary for transport to other mission stations. Although the New
Hebrides missionaries were responsible for their home churches and allotted areas and islands, they worked
closely together on common issues and met annually for a mission Synod meeting. New Zealand
Presbyterian Church worked in conjunction with the Australian Presbyterian Church to raise money and
purchased a mission supply vessel, the “Dayspring I”. This 115 ton brigantine was launched in Nova Scotia,
Canada, in 1863. It was lost in a hurricane ten years later and replaced by a second hand schooner, the
“Dayspring II” in 1876. The Dayspring II was sold prior to 1890 as she was too small and slow and
uncomfortable to sail in. The Australian missionary Dr. John G. Paton raised £6000 during a visit to Britain in
1884-1885 and later increased the donations to £7000. The “Dayspring III” was built on the Clyde in Scotland
to the order of the Victorian Presbyterian Church Foreign Missions Committee. She was 157 feet long and
arrived in Australia in 1895. On only her fourth voyage to the islands, she sank on the 16th October 1896
after striking an uncharted coral reef near New Caledonia. The decision was made not to replace the vessel.
The New Hebrides Mission shared a practical concern for the everyday needs of island people. In addition to
converting local people to Christianity, the missionaries worked to improve education, through the
introduction of schools where the training of local mission teachers was initiated. The Tangoa Teachers’
Training Institute opened at Tangoa, South Santo, in 1895. The purpose of the Institute was to train local
teachers and it was supported by all the Protestant missions working throughout the New Hebrides.
Missionaries also worked to improve health education and services and encouraged the production of
arrowroot and island trading as a means to generate revenue. Arrowroot powder was shipped to New
Zealand and other countries, where it was initially distributed by women’s missionary groups and later by
commercial organisations. The funds from the sale of arrowroot were used to build additional churches in
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the islands and, in some cases, as a donation towards New Zealand mission funds to be used elsewhere.
From 1880 to 1918 on Nguna alone, over 26 tons of arrowroot was produced.
By 1910, the work of the New Hebrides Mission was declining. This was partly due to a rapidly decreasing
population on the islands and a feeling that little room existed for further expansion of mission work, as by
then most areas were adequately covered. The reduction in population was primarily caused by introduced
European illnesses and epidemics which decimated the local population. The Queensland labour trade had
also had an impact on the local population, with many locals having decided to remain in Queensland.
In 1947 there was a general consensus held among the Island missionaries that the local church was ready to
assume control of its own affairs. A constitution was drawn up, and after amendments submitted by the
New Zealand and Australian Mission Committees and the New Hebrides Mission Synod, it was adopted. At a
Centennial Synod meeting in 1948, the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the Rev. John Geddie, the local
church was placed fully in charge of its own affairs. The island mission councils for Australia and New
Zealand were then limited to the affairs of their immediate mission staff. The New Zealand Church continued
to provide a large financial grant to the New Hebrides Presbyterian Church. A continued focus remained on
training church leaders and education more generally. The Tangoa Training Institute later introduced a
curriculum of advanced theological studies.
In the early 1950s, the New Zealand Missions Committee responded to the request for assistance to
establish a High School at Onesua on Efate, along with funds and personnel to set up and run a small hospital
on Tongoa. The Committee viewed this project as a practical means by which the New Zealand Church could
provide for a social need rather than a means for furthering evangelistic opportunities. This policy shift in
Mission funding opened up other opportunities for aid from the New Zealand Church including developing
Navota Farm and opening the Maropa religious bookshop in Port Vila, training local islanders to be trades
people and undertake the building work. The New Zealand Bible Class volunteer scheme sent out young
people during the 1960s to assist with building, administration and nursing. The Mission, at the request of
the Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides, divested itself of all remaining authority in the Islands so that
the New Zealand missionaries effectively worked for the New Hebrides Church. In 1965 a memorandum was
prepared which defined the terms of “responsible partnership” and sought to define the responsibilities of
each partner. The Church continues today as the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu.
For more information about New Hebrides Mission collections at the Archives of the Presbyterian Research
Centre, Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa, and New Zealand, see:
http://www.archives.presbyterian.org.nz/missions/newhebrideshistory.htm
AU PMB PHOTO 91
Title: New Hebrides Mission Lantern Slides, 1890-1945
Date(s): 1890 (Creation) Foreign Missions Committee
Extent and medium: 180 lantern slides.
Description:
This is a collection of 180 images of the New Hebrides mission in Vanuatu. The images were created by
digitising magic lantern slides. Magic lantern slide shows were used to promote the work of the Mission.
The islands featured in the collection include Ambrym, Santo, Malo and Tangoa.
The images show the Ambrim volcano c.1913, missionary life on Ambrim during the 1920s, mission services
and buildings around Craig Cove, Pangkumu church, local ni-Vanuatu missionaries, planters buying cotton
from ni-Vanuatu people and ferrying sacks (of copra?) out to a steamer, ni-Vanuatu demits and drums.
Missionaries in Hog Harbour and non-Christians with their children. Image of Elephant island and local birds
as well as ni-Vanuatu people who live in the bush on Santo visiting the St. Phillip’s mission in Santo. It
appears that an expedition was made across Santo by the mission crossing Oru river and through the bush
greeting local ni-Vanuatu people and assisting them with health issues such as yaws (yaws is a tropical
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infection of the skin, bones and joints caused by the spirochete bacterium Treponema pallidum pertenue).
Building a mission jetty at Hog Harbour in Santo, sheltered coves for the launch during hurricanes and areas
where young children swam safely.
The images include children swimming and climbing trees and Ni-Vanuatu people undertaking daily chores
and images of their homes and gardens, including growing yams and other food. Some images include
pictures of ni-Vanuatu men with muskets/guns, including a man standing on “killing stones” at Big Bay, the
mission school and children at Big Bay, Big Bay river and local groups and teachers from Malo. Lenakel
church and mission hospital, the wives and children of missionary students, the mission church at Malo and
Tangoa students undertaking drills. Tangoa Training Institute jubilee in 1945, dentists and assistants (1945).
Missionaries and other ex-patriate people in the images include Mr.Mansfield, Robert Lamb, Rev. Anderson,
Rev. Fleming, Dr Alex S Frater Superintendent of The Paton Memorial Hospital at Port Vila.
The New Hebrides Mission from the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand:
The Presbyterian Church began sending missionaries to the New Hebrides (today known as Vanuatu) in the
mid-19th Century. The first missionary was Rev. John Geddie of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia who
arrived on the island of Aneityum in 1848. Subsequent missionaries came from the Presbyterian Churches of
New Zealand, Canada, Scotland and Australia (Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and New South Wales).
In New Zealand an interest in supporting a Christian mission to the New Hebrides was fostered when Rev.
John Inglis of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland toured the country in 1852 following a three
month tour of the New Hebrides and Solomon Islands. In that same year, Inglis and his wife joined Geddie on
Aneityum. Rev. John Inglis continued to send regular reports of his work to New Zealand, leading to
increasing interest from the Church there in sending their own missionaries to the islands.
The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand was at that time divided up into the “Northern Church” and the
“Southern Church” (consisting of the Provinces of Otago and Southland). The Southern Church was based on
the ideals of the Free Church of Scotland and these principles influenced its mission work for many years. For
over 40 years the two Churches worked separately, with mission activities during this time operating
independently of each other.
Over several decades the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand sent a number of missionaries to the New
Hebrides including the following people. The information below includes the missionaries' date of arrival in
the New Hebrides, the name of the missionary and the name of the main island on which they worked:
1866, Rev. William Watt, Tanna
1870, Rev. Peter Milne, Nguna
1879, Rev. Oscar Michelsen, Tongoa
1885, Rev. Charles Murray, Ambrym
1889, Rev. Thomas Smaill, Epi
1892, Rev. Dr. Lamb, Ambrym
1899, Dr. John Bowie, Ambrym
1903, Rev. Thomas Riddle, Epi
1905, Rev. William V. Milne, Nguna (born on Nguna in 1877)
1932, Rev. Basil Nottage, Tongoa
1938, Rev. Ken Crump, Nguna
1941, Rev. J.G. Miller, Tongoa
1944, Rev. Ian Muir, Emae and Epi
1948, Rev. A.G. Horwell, Epi
In the early years there was no organised or reliable shipping service to the individual islands of the New
Hebrides so it was important for the Church to have their own vessel to bring regular supplies from Australia
and New Zealand. A boat was also necessary for transport to other mission stations. Although the New
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Hebrides missionaries were responsible for their home churches and allotted areas and islands, they worked
closely together on common issues and met annually for a mission Synod meeting. New Zealand
Presbyterian Church worked in conjunction with the Australian Presbyterian Church to raise money and
purchased a mission supply vessel, the “Dayspring I”. This 115 ton brigantine was launched in Nova Scotia,
Canada, in 1863. It was lost in a hurricane ten years later and replaced by a second hand schooner, the
“Dayspring II” in 1876. The Dayspring II was sold prior to 1890 as she was too small and slow and
uncomfortable to sail in. The Australian missionary Dr. John G. Paton raised £6000 during a visit to Britain in
1884-1885 and later increased the donations to £7000. The “Dayspring III” was built on the Clyde in Scotland
to the order of the Victorian Presbyterian Church Foreign Missions Committee. She was 157 feet long and
arrived in Australia in 1895. On only her fourth voyage to the islands, she sank on the 16th October 1896
after striking an uncharted coral reef near New Caledonia. The decision was made not to replace the vessel.
The New Hebrides Mission shared a practical concern for the everyday needs of island people. In addition to
converting local people to Christianity, the missionaries worked to improve education, through the
introduction of schools where the training of local mission teachers was initiated. The Tangoa Teachers’
Training Institute opened at Tangoa, South Santo, in 1895. The purpose of the Institute was to train local
teachers and it was supported by all the Protestant missions working throughout the New Hebrides.
Missionaries also worked to improve health education and services and encouraged the production of
arrowroot and island trading as a means to generate revenue. Arrowroot powder was shipped to New
Zealand and other countries, where it was initially distributed by women’s missionary groups and later by
commercial organisations. The funds from the sale of arrowroot were used to build additional churches in
the islands and, in some cases, as a donation towards New Zealand mission funds to be used elsewhere.
From 1880 to 1918 on Nguna alone, over 26 tons of arrowroot was produced.
By 1910, the work of the New Hebrides Mission was declining. This was partly due to a rapidly decreasing
population on the islands and a feeling that little room existed for further expansion of mission work, as by
then most areas were adequately covered. The reduction in population was primarily caused by introduced
European illnesses and epidemics which decimated the local population. The Queensland labour trade had
also had an impact on the local population, with many locals having decided to remain in Queensland.
In 1947 there was a general consensus held among the Island missionaries that the local church was ready to
assume control of its own affairs. A constitution was drawn up, and after amendments submitted by the
New Zealand and Australian Mission Committees and the New Hebrides Mission Synod, it was adopted. At a
Centennial Synod meeting in 1948, the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the Rev. John Geddie, the local
church was placed fully in charge of its own affairs. The island mission councils for Australia and New
Zealand were then limited to the affairs of their immediate mission staff. The New Zealand Church continued
to provide a large financial grant to the New Hebrides Presbyterian Church. A continued focus remained on
training church leaders and education more generally. The Tangoa Training Institute later introduced a
curriculum of advanced theological studies.
In the early 1950s, the New Zealand Missions Committee responded to the request for assistance to
establish a High School at Onesua on Efate, along with funds and personnel to set up and run a small hospital
on Tongoa. The Committee viewed this project as a practical means by which the New Zealand Church could
provide for a social need rather than a means for furthering evangelistic opportunities. This policy shift in
Mission funding opened up other opportunities for aid from the New Zealand Church including developing
Navota Farm and opening the Maropa religious bookshop in Port Vila, training local islanders to be trades
people and undertake the building work. The New Zealand Bible Class volunteer scheme sent out young
people during the 1960s to assist with building, administration and nursing. The Mission, at the request of
the Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides, divested itself of all remaining authority in the Islands so that
the New Zealand missionaries effectively worked for the New Hebrides Church. In 1965 a memorandum was
prepared which defined the terms of “responsible partnership” and sought to define the responsibilities of
each partner. The Church continues today as the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu.
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For more information about New Hebrides Mission collections at the Archives of the Presbyterian Research
Centre, Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa, and New Zealand, see:
http://www.archives.presbyterian.org.nz/missions/newhebrideshistory.htm
AU PMB PHOTO 92
Title: New Hebrides Mission Lantern Slides, 1880-1945
Date(s): 1880 (Creation) Foreign Missions Committee
Extent and medium: 157 digital images
Description:
Collection of 157 images copied from glass lantern slides, associated with the Presbyterian Church New
Hebrides Mission. The images date from 1880 to 1945, and cover a range of subjects including mission
buildings and churches, fishing scenes, island landscapes, and plants. There are a number of portraits of niVanuatu mission teachers and European missionaries, as well as images of unknown community members
from around the mission areas. Some of the named individuals are Tatu (teacher from Nguna), Reverend and
Mrs Inglis, Reverend and Mrs Michelsen, Reverend and Mrs Gilles, Reverend Peter Milne, Carlo, Reverend I.
Muir, and Dr J.T. Bowie. The images were captured on multiple islands, including: Tanna, Aneityum, Futuna,
Ambrym, Nguna, Tongoa, Tangoa, Epi, Efate, Malekula, and Erromango
A number of the glass plates have been hand-coloured. Many of those photographs taken in the islands of
Tafea province are attributed in photographic collections outside of the Presbyterian Research Centre,
Dunedin, to Reverend James Hay Lawrie, a Scottish Presbyterian missionary on Aneityum and Futuna from
1879-96. The photographers of other images are unknown.
The New Hebrides Mission from the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand:
The Presbyterian Church began sending missionaries to the New Hebrides (today known as Vanuatu) in the
mid-19th Century. The first missionary was Rev. John Geddie of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia who
arrived on the island of Aneityum in 1848. Subsequent missionaries came from the Presbyterian Churches of
New Zealand, Canada, Scotland and Australia (Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and New South Wales).
In New Zealand an interest in supporting a Christian mission to the New Hebrides was fostered when Rev.
John Inglis of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland toured the country in 1852 following a three
month tour of the New Hebrides and Solomon Islands. In that same year, Inglis and his wife joined Geddie on
Aneityum. Rev. John Inglis continued to send regular reports of his work to New Zealand, leading to
increasing interest from the Church there in sending their own missionaries to the islands.
The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand was at that time divided up into the “Northern Church” and the
“Southern Church” (consisting of the Provinces of Otago and Southland). The Southern Church was based on
the ideals of the Free Church of Scotland and these principles influenced its mission work for many years. For
over 40 years the two Churches worked separately, with mission activities during this time operating
independently of each other.
Over several decades the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand sent a number of missionaries to the New
Hebrides including the following people. The information below includes the missionaries' date of arrival in
the New Hebrides, the name of the missionary and the name of the main island on which they worked:
1866, Rev. William Watt, Tanna
1870, Rev. Peter Milne, Nguna
1879, Rev. Oscar Michelsen, Tongoa
1885, Rev. Charles Murray, Ambrym
1889, Rev. Thomas Smaill, Epi
1892, Rev. Dr. Lamb, Ambrym
1899, Dr. John Bowie, Ambrym
1903, Rev. Thomas Riddle, Epi
1905, Rev. William V. Milne, Nguna (born on Nguna in 1877)
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1932, Rev. Basil Nottage, Tongoa
1938, Rev. Ken Crump, Nguna
1941, Rev. J.G. Miller, Tongoa
1944, Rev. Ian Muir, Emae and Epi
1948, Rev. A.G. Horwell, Epi
In the early years there was no organised or reliable shipping service to the individual islands of the New
Hebrides so it was important for the Church to have their own vessel to bring regular supplies from Australia
and New Zealand. A boat was also necessary for transport to other mission stations. Although the New
Hebrides missionaries were responsible for their home churches and allotted areas and islands, they worked
closely together on common issues and met annually for a mission Synod meeting. New Zealand
Presbyterian Church worked in conjunction with the Australian Presbyterian Church to raise money and
purchased a mission supply vessel, the “Dayspring I”. This 115 ton brigantine was launched in Nova Scotia,
Canada, in 1863. It was lost in a hurricane ten years later and replaced by a second hand schooner, the
“Dayspring II” in 1876. The Dayspring II was sold prior to 1890 as she was too small and slow and
uncomfortable to sail in. The Australian missionary Dr. John G. Paton raised £6000 during a visit to Britain in
1884-1885 and later increased the donations to £7000. The “Dayspring III” was built on the Clyde in Scotland
to the order of the Victorian Presbyterian Church Foreign Missions Committee. She was 157 feet long and
arrived in Australia in 1895. On only her fourth voyage to the islands, she sank on the 16th October 1896
after striking an uncharted coral reef near New Caledonia. The decision was made not to replace the vessel.
The New Hebrides Mission shared a practical concern for the everyday needs of island people. In addition to
converting local people to Christianity, the missionaries worked to improve education, through the
introduction of schools where the training of local mission teachers was initiated. The Tangoa Teachers’
Training Institute opened at Tangoa, South Santo, in 1895. The purpose of the Institute was to train local
teachers and it was supported by all the Protestant missions working throughout the New Hebrides.
Missionaries also worked to improve health education and services and encouraged the production of
arrowroot and island trading as a means to generate revenue. Arrowroot powder was shipped to New
Zealand and other countries, where it was initially distributed by women’s missionary groups and later by
commercial organisations. The funds from the sale of arrowroot were used to build additional churches in
the islands and, in some cases, as a donation towards New Zealand mission funds to be used elsewhere.
From 1880 to 1918 on Nguna alone, over 26 tons of arrowroot was produced.
By 1910, the work of the New Hebrides Mission was declining. This was partly due to a rapidly decreasing
population on the islands and a feeling that little room existed for further expansion of mission work, as by
then most areas were adequately covered. The reduction in population was primarily caused by introduced
European illnesses and epidemics which decimated the local population. The Queensland labour trade had
also had an impact on the local population, with many locals having decided to remain in Queensland.
In 1947 there was a general consensus held among the Island missionaries that the local church was ready to
assume control of its own affairs. A constitution was drawn up, and after amendments submitted by the
New Zealand and Australian Mission Committees and the New Hebrides Mission Synod, it was adopted. At a
Centennial Synod meeting in 1948, the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the Rev. John Geddie, the local
church was placed fully in charge of its own affairs. The island mission councils for Australia and New
Zealand were then limited to the affairs of their immediate mission staff. The New Zealand Church continued
to provide a large financial grant to the New Hebrides Presbyterian Church. A continued focus remained on
training church leaders and education more generally. The Tangoa Training Institute later introduced a
curriculum of advanced theological studies.
In the early 1950s, the New Zealand Missions Committee responded to the request for assistance to
establish a High School at Onesua on Efate, along with funds and personnel to set up and run a small hospital
on Tongoa. The Committee viewed this project as a practical means by which the New Zealand Church could
provide for a social need rather than a means for furthering evangelistic opportunities. This policy shift in
Mission funding opened up other opportunities for aid from the New Zealand Church including developing
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Navota Farm and opening the Maropa religious bookshop in Port Vila, training local islanders to be trades
people and undertake the building work. The New Zealand Bible Class volunteer scheme sent out young
people during the 1960s to assist with building, administration and nursing. The Mission, at the request of
the Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides, divested itself of all remaining authority in the Islands so that
the New Zealand missionaries effectively worked for the New Hebrides Church. In 1965 a memorandum was
prepared which defined the terms of “responsible partnership” and sought to define the responsibilities of
each partner. The Church continues today as the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu.
For more information about New Hebrides Mission collections at the Archives of the Presbyterian Research
Centre, Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa, and New Zealand, see:
http://www.archives.presbyterian.org.nz/missions/newhebrideshistory.htm
AU PMB PHOTO 93
Title: New Hebrides Mission Photographs, 1890-1960
Date(s): 1890 (Creation) Foreign Missions Committee
Extent and medium: 189 digital photographs
Description:
This is a collection of 190 images of the Presbyterian mission in the New Hebrides. The collection contains
photographs of early missionaries to the New Hebrides, including Reverends Smaill, Milne, MIchelsen,
Murray and Crump, along with some spouses and family members. The collection also includes images of
other mission infrastructure including medical staff at clinics, churches, the Nguna District School and the
Tangoa Training Institute. There are many photographs of unidentified New Hebridean / ni-Vanuatu people
and everyday village activities such as preparing arrowroot and copra, weaving, making laplap and fishing.
The collection also contains images of a number of mission boats and identifies villages at Malapokasi,
Mataso, Futari, Mangarisu, Tongoa, South East Epi, Santo, Paama, Lamenu, Lelaga, Fila, Iririki, Vila, Makura,
Nguna, Lumbukuti and Emae.
The New Hebrides Mission from the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand:
The Presbyterian Church began sending missionaries to the New Hebrides (today known as Vanuatu) in the
mid-19th Century. The first missionary was Rev. John Geddie of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia who
arrived on the island of Aneityum in 1848. Subsequent missionaries came from the Presbyterian Churches of
New Zealand, Canada, Scotland and Australia (Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and New South Wales).
In New Zealand an interest in supporting a Christian mission to the New Hebrides was fostered when Rev.
John Inglis of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland toured the country in 1852 following a three
month tour of the New Hebrides and Solomon Islands. In that same year, Inglis and his wife joined Geddie on
Aneityum. Rev. John Inglis continued to send regular reports of his work to New Zealand, leading to
increasing interest from the Church there in sending their own missionaries to the islands.
The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand was at that time divided up into the “Northern Church” and the
“Southern Church” (consisting of the Provinces of Otago and Southland). The Southern Church was based on
the ideals of the Free Church of Scotland and these principles influenced its mission work for many years. For
over 40 years the two Churches worked separately, with mission activities during this time operating
independently of each other.
Over several decades the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand sent a number of missionaries to the New
Hebrides including the following people. The information below includes the missionaries' date of arrival in
the New Hebrides, the name of the missionary and the name of the main island on which they worked:
1866, Rev. William Watt, Tanna
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1870, Rev. Peter Milne, Nguna
1879, Rev. Oscar Michelsen, Tongoa
1885, Rev. Charles Murray, Ambrym
1889, Rev. Thomas Smaill, Epi
1892, Rev. Dr. Lamb, Ambrym
1899, Dr. John Bowie, Ambrym
1903, Rev. Thomas Riddle, Epi
1905, Rev. William V. Milne, Nguna (born on Nguna in 1877)
1932, Rev. Basil Nottage, Tongoa
1938, Rev. Ken Crump, Nguna
1941, Rev. J.G. Miller, Tongoa
1944, Rev. Ian Muir, Emae and Epi
1948, Rev. A.G. Horwell, Epi
In the early years there was no organised or reliable shipping service to the individual islands of the New
Hebrides so it was important for the Church to have their own vessel to bring regular supplies from Australia
and New Zealand. A boat was also necessary for transport to other mission stations. Although the New
Hebrides missionaries were responsible for their home churches and allotted areas and islands, they worked
closely together on common issues and met annually for a mission Synod meeting. New Zealand
Presbyterian Church worked in conjunction with the Australian Presbyterian Church to raise money and
purchased a mission supply vessel, the “Dayspring I”. This 115 ton brigantine was launched in Nova Scotia,
Canada, in 1863. It was lost in a hurricane ten years later and replaced by a second hand schooner, the
“Dayspring II” in 1876. The Dayspring II was sold prior to 1890 as she was too small and slow and
uncomfortable to sail in. The Australian missionary Dr. John G. Paton raised £6000 during a visit to Britain in
1884-1885 and later increased the donations to £7000. The “Dayspring III” was built on the Clyde in Scotland
to the order of the Victorian Presbyterian Church Foreign Missions Committee. She was 157 feet long and
arrived in Australia in 1895. On only her fourth voyage to the islands, she sank on the 16th October 1896
after striking an uncharted coral reef near New Caledonia. The decision was made not to replace the vessel.
The New Hebrides Mission shared a practical concern for the everyday needs of island people. In addition to
converting local people to Christianity, the missionaries worked to improve education, through the
introduction of schools where the training of local mission teachers was initiated. The Tangoa Teachers’
Training Institute opened at Tangoa, South Santo, in 1895. The purpose of the Institute was to train local
teachers and it was supported by all the Protestant missions working throughout the New Hebrides.
Missionaries also worked to improve health education and services and encouraged the production of
arrowroot and island trading as a means to generate revenue. Arrowroot powder was shipped to New
Zealand and other countries, where it was initially distributed by women’s missionary groups and later by
commercial organisations. The funds from the sale of arrowroot were used to build additional churches in
the islands and, in some cases, as a donation towards New Zealand mission funds to be used elsewhere.
From 1880 to 1918 on Nguna alone, over 26 tons of arrowroot was produced.
By 1910, the work of the New Hebrides Mission was declining. This was partly due to a rapidly decreasing
population on the islands and a feeling that little room existed for further expansion of mission work, as by
then most areas were adequately covered. The reduction in population was primarily caused by introduced
European illnesses and epidemics which decimated the local population. The Queensland labour trade had
also had an impact on the local population, with many locals having decided to remain in Queensland.
In 1947 there was a general consensus held among the Island missionaries that the local church was ready to
assume control of its own affairs. A constitution was drawn up, and after amendments submitted by the
New Zealand and Australian Mission Committees and the New Hebrides Mission Synod, it was adopted. At a
Centennial Synod meeting in 1948, the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the Rev. John Geddie, the local
church was placed fully in charge of its own affairs. The island mission councils for Australia and New
Zealand were then limited to the affairs of their immediate mission staff. The New Zealand Church continued
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to provide a large financial grant to the New Hebrides Presbyterian Church. A continued focus remained on
training church leaders and education more generally. The Tangoa Training Institute later introduced a
curriculum of advanced theological studies.
In the early 1950s, the New Zealand Missions Committee responded to the request for assistance to
establish a High School at Onesua on Efate, along with funds and personnel to set up and run a small hospital
on Tongoa. The Committee viewed this project as a practical means by which the New Zealand Church could
provide for a social need rather than a means for furthering evangelistic opportunities. This policy shift in
Mission funding opened up other opportunities for aid from the New Zealand Church including developing
Navota Farm and opening the Maropa religious bookshop in Port Vila, training local islanders to be trades
people and undertake the building work. The New Zealand Bible Class volunteer scheme sent out young
people during the 1960s to assist with building, administration and nursing. The Mission, at the request of
the Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides, divested itself of all remaining authority in the Islands so that
the New Zealand missionaries effectively worked for the New Hebrides Church. In 1965 a memorandum was
prepared which defined the terms of “responsible partnership” and sought to define the responsibilities of
each partner. The Church continues today as the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu.
For more information about New Hebrides Mission collections at the Archives of the Presbyterian Research
Centre, Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa, and New Zealand, see:
http://www.archives.presbyterian.org.nz/missions/newhebrideshistory.htm
AU PMB PHOTO 94
Title: New Hebrides Mission photographs, 1890-2008
Date(s): 1890 (Creation) Various
Extent and medium: 94 photographs scanned to digital format.
Description:
This is a collection of 94 images of the Presbyterian mission in the New Hebrides, taken between 1890 and
2008. The collection was created by the Foreign Missions Committee, and there are multiple creators for
individual images (see individual records).
The collection contains photographs of Tangoa Training Institute (TTI), ni-Vanuatu teachers including Jack
Tavimasoe, carved slit drums, early missionary William Watt, and Nurse Elizabeth who was the first niVanuatu woman to gain a nurses certificate with the church. The photographs were taken on multiple
islands including Nguna, Santo and Malekula.
The New Hebrides Mission from the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand:
The Presbyterian Church began sending missionaries to the New Hebrides (today known as Vanuatu) in the
mid-19th Century. The first missionary was Rev. John Geddie of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia who
arrived on the island of Aneityum in 1848. Subsequent missionaries came from the Presbyterian Churches of
New Zealand, Canada, Scotland and Australia (Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and New South Wales).
In New Zealand an interest in supporting a Christian mission to the New Hebrides was fostered when Rev.
John Inglis of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland toured the country in 1852 following a three
month tour of the New Hebrides and Solomon Islands. In that same year, Inglis and his wife joined Geddie on
Aneityum. Rev. John Inglis continued to send regular reports of his work to New Zealand, leading to
increasing interest from the Church there in sending their own missionaries to the islands.
The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand was at that time divided up into the ÒNorthern ChurchÓ and the
ÒSouthern ChurchÓ (consisting of the Provinces of Otago and Southland). The Southern Church was based
on the ideals of the Free Church of Scotland and these principles influenced its mission work for many years.
For over 40 years the two Churches worked separately, with mission activities during this time operating
independently of each other.
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Over several decades the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand sent a number of missionaries to the New
Hebrides including the following people. The information below includes the missionaries' date of arrival in
the New Hebrides, the name of the missionary and the name of the main island on which they worked:
1866, Rev. William Watt, Tanna
1870, Rev. Peter Milne, Nguna
1879, Rev. Oscar Michelsen, Tongoa
1885, Rev. Charles Murray, Ambrym
1889, Rev. Thomas Smaill, Epi
1892, Rev. Dr. Lamb, Ambrym
1899, Dr. John Bowie, Ambrym
1903, Rev. Thomas Riddle, Epi
1905, Rev. William V. Milne, Nguna (born on Nguna in 1877)
1932, Rev. Basil Nottage, Tongoa
1938, Rev. Ken Crump, Nguna
1941, Rev. J.G. Miller, Tongoa
1944, Rev. Ian Muir, Emae and Epi
1948, Rev. A.G. Horwell, Epi
In the early years there was no organised or reliable shipping service to the individual islands of the New
Hebrides so it was important for the Church to have their own vessel to bring regular supplies from Australia
and New Zealand. A boat was also necessary for transport to other mission stations. Although the New
Hebrides missionaries were responsible for their home churches and allotted areas and islands, they worked
closely together on common issues and met annually for a mission Synod meeting. New Zealand
Presbyterian Church worked in conjunction with the Australian Presbyterian Church to raise money and
purchased a mission supply vessel, the ÒDayspring IÓ. This 115 ton brigantine was launched in Nova Scotia,
Canada, in 1863. It was lost in a hurricane ten years later and replaced by a second hand schooner, the
ÒDayspring IIÓ in 1876. The Dayspring II was sold prior to 1890 as she was too small and slow and
uncomfortable to sail in. The Australian missionary Dr. John G. Paton raised £6000 during a visit to Britain in
1884-1885 and later increased the donations to £7000. The ÒDayspring IIIÓ was built on the Clyde in
Scotland to the order of the Victorian Presbyterian Church Foreign Missions Committee. She was 157 feet
long and arrived in Australia in 1895. On only her fourth voyage to the islands, she sank on the 16th October
1896 after striking an uncharted coral reef near New Caledonia. The decision was made not to replace the
vessel.
The New Hebrides Mission shared a practical concern for the everyday needs of island people. In addition to
converting local people to Christianity, the missionaries worked to improve education, through the
introduction of schools where the training of local mission teachers was initiated. The Tangoa TeachersÕ
Training Institute opened at Tangoa, South Santo, in 1895. The purpose of the Institute was to train local
teachers and it was supported by all the Protestant missions working throughout the New Hebrides.
Missionaries also worked to improve health education and services and encouraged the production of
arrowroot and island trading as a means to generate revenue. Arrowroot powder was shipped to New
Zealand and other countries, where it was initially distributed by womenÕs missionary groups and later by
commercial organisations. The funds from the sale of arrowroot were used to build additional churches in
the islands and, in some cases, as a donation towards New Zealand mission funds to be used elsewhere.
From 1880 to 1918 on Nguna alone, over 26 tons of arrowroot was produced.
By 1910, the work of the New Hebrides Mission was declining. This was partly due to a rapidly decreasing
population on the islands and a feeling that little room existed for further expansion of mission work, as by
then most areas were adequately covered. The reduction in population was primarily caused by introduced
European illnesses and epidemics which decimated the local population. The Queensland labour trade had
also had an impact on the local population, with many locals having decided to remain in Queensland.
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In 1947 there was a general consensus held among the Island missionaries that the local church was ready to
assume control of its own affairs. A constitution was drawn up, and after amendments submitted by the
New Zealand and Australian Mission Committees and the New Hebrides Mission Synod, it was adopted. At a
Centennial Synod meeting in 1948, the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the Rev. John Geddie, the local
church was placed fully in charge of its own affairs. The island mission councils for Australia and New
Zealand were then limited to the affairs of their immediate mission staff. The New Zealand Church continued
to provide a large financial grant to the New Hebrides Presbyterian Church. A continued focus remained on
training church leaders and education more generally. The Tangoa Training Institute later introduced a
curriculum of advanced theological studies.
In the early 1950s, the New Zealand Missions Committee responded to the request for assistance to
establish a High School at Onesua on Efate, along with funds and personnel to set up and run a small hospital
on Tongoa. The Committee viewed this project as a practical means by which the New Zealand Church could
provide for a social need rather than a means for furthering evangelistic opportunities. This policy shift in
Mission funding opened up other opportunities for aid from the New Zealand Church including developing
Navota Farm and opening the Maropa religious bookshop in Port Vila, training local islanders to be trades
people and undertake the building work. The New Zealand Bible Class volunteer scheme sent out young
people during the 1960s to assist with building, administration and nursing. The Mission, at the request of
the Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides, divested itself of all remaining authority in the Islands so that
the New Zealand missionaries effectively worked for the New Hebrides Church. In 1965 a memorandum was
prepared which defined the terms of Òresponsible partnershipÓ and sought to define the responsibilities of
each partner. The Church continues today as the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu.
For more information about New Hebrides Mission collections at the Archives of the Presbyterian Research
Centre, Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa, and New Zealand, see:
http://www.archives.presbyterian.org.nz/missions/newhebrideshistory.htm"
AU PMB PHOTO 95
Title: New Hebrides Mission photographs, c.1950-1965
Date(s): 1950 (Creation) Department of Communications
Extent and medium: 79 images
Description:
Collection of 79 black and white images, associated with the Presbyterian mission in the New Hebrides (now
Vanuatu). The photographs were captured between 1959-1965 and produced by the New Zealand
Presbyterian Church Department of Communication. The photographs show various scenes associated with
the work of the church such as church buildings, medical work, and schools. Other images show housing,
gardens and landscapes, and there are portraits of named and unnamed individuals. Named individuals in
the photographs include: Jessie Murray, Pastor Moses, Pastor Kalorib, Reverend Alan Blake, and Reverend
A.G. Horwell. Locations in the images include the islands of Nguna (Malaliu and Taloa), Tangoa, Malekula,
Tongoa, Efate, and Santo.
The New Hebrides Mission from the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand:
The Presbyterian Church began sending missionaries to the New Hebrides (today known as Vanuatu) in the
mid-19th Century. The first missionary was Rev. John Geddie of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia who
arrived on the island of Aneityum in 1848. Subsequent missionaries came from the Presbyterian Churches of
New Zealand, Canada, Scotland and Australia (Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and New South Wales).
In New Zealand an interest in supporting a Christian mission to the New Hebrides was fostered when Rev.
John Inglis of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland toured the country in 1852 following a three
month tour of the New Hebrides and Solomon Islands. In that same year, Inglis and his wife joined Geddie on
Aneityum. Rev. John Inglis continued to send regular reports of his work to New Zealand, leading to
increasing interest from the Church there in sending their own missionaries to the islands.
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The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand was at that time divided up into the 'Northern Church' and the
'Southern Church' (consisting of the Provinces of Otago and Southland). The Southern Church was based on
the ideals of the Free Church of Scotland and these principles influenced its mission work for many years. For
over 40 years the two Churches worked separately, with mission activities during this time operating
independently of each other.
Over several decades the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand sent a number of missionaries to the New
Hebrides including the following people. The information below includes the missionaries' date of arrival in
the New Hebrides, the name of the missionary and the name of the main island on which they worked:
1866, Rev. William Watt, Tanna
1870, Rev. Peter Milne, Nguna
1879, Rev. Oscar Michelsen, Tongoa
1885, Rev. Charles Murray, Ambrym
1889, Rev. Thomas Smaill, Epi
1892, Rev. Dr. Lamb, Ambrym
1899, Dr. John Bowie, Ambrym
1903, Rev. Thomas Riddle, Epi
1905, Rev. William V. Milne, Nguna (born on Nguna in 1877)
1932, Rev. Basil Nottage, Tongoa
1938, Rev. Ken Crump, Nguna
1941, Rev. J.G. Miller, Tongoa
1944, Rev. Ian Muir, Emae and Epi
1948, Rev. A.G. Horwell, Epi
In the early years there was no organised or reliable shipping service to the individual islands of the New
Hebrides so it was important for the Church to have their own vessel to bring regular supplies from Australia
and New Zealand. A boat was also necessary for transport to other mission stations. Although the New
Hebrides missionaries were responsible for their home churches and allotted areas and islands, they worked
closely together on common issues and met annually for a mission Synod meeting. New Zealand
Presbyterian Church worked in conjunction with the Australian Presbyterian Church to raise money and
purchased a mission supply vessel, the 'Dayspring I'. This 115 ton brigantine was launched in Nova Scotia,
Canada, in 1863. It was lost in a hurricane ten years later and replaced by a second hand schooner, the
'Dayspring II' in 1876. The Dayspring II was sold prior to 1890 as she was too small and slow and
uncomfortable to sail in. The Australian missionary Dr. John G. Paton raised £6000 during a visit to Britain in
1884-1885 and later increased the donations to £7000. The 'Dayspring III' was built on the Clyde in Scotland
to the order of the Victorian Presbyterian Church Foreign Missions Committee. She was 157 feet long and
arrived in Australia in 1895. On only her fourth voyage to the islands, she sank on the 16th October 1896
after striking an uncharted coral reef near New Caledonia. The decision was made not to replace the vessel.
The New Hebrides Mission shared a practical concern for the everyday needs of island people. In addition to
converting local people to Christianity, the missionaries worked to improve education, through the
introduction of schools where the training of local mission teachers was initiated. The Tangoa TeachersÕ
Training Institute opened at Tangoa, South Santo, in 1895. The purpose of the Institute was to train local
teachers and it was supported by all the Protestant missions working throughout the New Hebrides.
Missionaries also worked to improve health education and services and encouraged the production of
arrowroot and island trading as a means to generate revenue. Arrowroot powder was shipped to New
Zealand and other countries, where it was initially distributed by womenÕs missionary groups and later by
commercial organisations. The funds from the sale of arrowroot were used to build additional churches in
the islands and, in some cases, as a donation towards New Zealand mission funds to be used elsewhere.
From 1880 to 1918 on Nguna alone, over 26 tons of arrowroot was produced.
By 1910, the work of the New Hebrides Mission was declining. This was partly due to a rapidly decreasing
population on the islands and a feeling that little room existed for further expansion of mission work, as by
then most areas were adequately covered. The reduction in population was primarily caused by introduced
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European illnesses and epidemics which decimated the local population. The Queensland labour trade had
also had an impact on the local population, with many locals having decided to remain in Queensland.
In 1947 there was a general consensus held among the Island missionaries that the local church was ready to
assume control of its own affairs. A constitution was drawn up, and after amendments submitted by the
New Zealand and Australian Mission Committees and the New Hebrides Mission Synod, it was adopted. At a
Centennial Synod meeting in 1948, the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the Rev. John Geddie, the local
church was placed fully in charge of its own affairs. The island mission councils for Australia and New
Zealand were then limited to the affairs of their immediate mission staff. The New Zealand Church continued
to provide a large financial grant to the New Hebrides Presbyterian Church. A continued focus remained on
training church leaders and education more generally. The Tangoa Training Institute later introduced a
curriculum of advanced theological studies.
In the early 1950s, the New Zealand Missions Committee responded to the request for assistance to
establish a High School at Onesua on Efate, along with funds and personnel to set up and run a small hospital
on Tongoa. The Committee viewed this project as a practical means by which the New Zealand Church could
provide for a social need rather than a means for furthering evangelistic opportunities. This policy shift in
Mission funding opened up other opportunities for aid from the New Zealand Church including developing
Navota Farm and opening the Maropa religious bookshop in Port Vila, training local islanders to be trades
people and undertake the building work. The New Zealand Bible Class volunteer scheme sent out young
people during the 1960s to assist with building, administration and nursing. The Mission, at the request of
the Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides, divested itself of all remaining authority in the Islands so that
the New Zealand missionaries effectively worked for the New Hebrides Church. In 1965 a memorandum was
prepared which defined the terms of 'responsible partnership' and sought to define the responsibilities of
each partner. The Church continues today as the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu.
For more information about New Hebrides Mission collections at the Archives of the Presbyterian Research
Centre, Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa, and New Zealand, see:
http://www.archives.presbyterian.org.nz/missions/newhebrideshistory.htm
AU PMB PHOTO 96
Title: New Hebrides Mission photograph album, c.1955-1965
Date(s): 1955 (Creation) Department of Communications
Extent and medium: 84 images
Description:
Collection of 84 black and white photographs associated with the Presbyterian mission in the New Hebrides
(now Vanuatu). The images were captured between c.1955-1965, and produced by the New Zealand
Presbyterian Church Department of Communication. The photographs show various scenes associated with
the work of the church such as the Teachers Training Institute on Tangoa, classes at Onesua High School,
mission nurses at work, and church services. Other subjects include gardening and house building, as well as
a number of portraits and group photographs. Named individuals within the images include Sister Mary
Wells, Pastor Moses, Leckarie, Rev. Tevita Galuvakadua, Roy Fletcher, Rev. W. Francis, and Sister Gillanders.
The photographs were captured on a number of islands including Tangoa, Nguna, and Makura. For many
images the date and exact location was not recorded.
The New Hebrides Mission from the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand:
The Presbyterian Church began sending missionaries to the New Hebrides (today known as Vanuatu) in the
mid-19th Century. The first missionary was Rev. John Geddie of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia who
arrived on the island of Aneityum in 1848. Subsequent missionaries came from the Presbyterian Churches of
New Zealand, Canada, Scotland and Australia (Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and New South Wales).
In New Zealand an interest in supporting a Christian mission to the New Hebrides was fostered when Rev.
John Inglis of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland toured the country in 1852 following a three
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month tour of the New Hebrides and Solomon Islands. In that same year, Inglis and his wife joined Geddie on
Aneityum. Rev. John Inglis continued to send regular reports of his work to New Zealand, leading to
increasing interest from the Church there in sending their own missionaries to the islands.
The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand was at that time divided up into the 'Northern Church' and the
'Southern Church' (consisting of the Provinces of Otago and Southland). The Southern Church was based on
the ideals of the Free Church of Scotland and these principles influenced its mission work for many years. For
over 40 years the two Churches worked separately, with mission activities during this time operating
independently of each other.
Over several decades the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand sent a number of missionaries to the New
Hebrides including the following people. The information below includes the missionaries' date of arrival in
the New Hebrides, the name of the missionary and the name of the main island on which they worked:
1866, Rev. William Watt, Tanna
1870, Rev. Peter Milne, Nguna
1879, Rev. Oscar Michelsen, Tongoa
1885, Rev. Charles Murray, Ambrym
1889, Rev. Thomas Smaill, Epi
1892, Rev. Dr. Lamb, Ambrym
1899, Dr. John Bowie, Ambrym
1903, Rev. Thomas Riddle, Epi
1905, Rev. William V. Milne, Nguna (born on Nguna in 1877)
1932, Rev. Basil Nottage, Tongoa
1938, Rev. Ken Crump, Nguna
1941, Rev. J.G. Miller, Tongoa
1944, Rev. Ian Muir, Emae and Epi
1948, Rev. A.G. Horwell, Epi
In the early years there was no organised or reliable shipping service to the individual islands of the New
Hebrides so it was important for the Church to have their own vessel to bring regular supplies from Australia
and New Zealand. A boat was also necessary for transport to other mission stations. Although the New
Hebrides missionaries were responsible for their home churches and allotted areas and islands, they worked
closely together on common issues and met annually for a mission Synod meeting. New Zealand
Presbyterian Church worked in conjunction with the Australian Presbyterian Church to raise money and
purchased a mission supply vessel, the ÒDayspring IÓ. This 115 ton brigantine was launched in Nova Scotia,
Canada, in 1863. It was lost in a hurricane ten years later and replaced by a second hand schooner, the
ÒDayspring IIÓ in 1876. The Dayspring II was sold prior to 1890 as she was too small and slow and
uncomfortable to sail in. The Australian missionary Dr. John G. Paton raised £6000 during a visit to Britain in
1884-1885 and later increased the donations to £7000. The ÒDayspring IIIÓ was built on the Clyde in
Scotland to the order of the Victorian Presbyterian Church Foreign Missions Committee. She was 157 feet
long and arrived in Australia in 1895. On only her fourth voyage to the islands, she sank on the 16th October
1896 after striking an uncharted coral reef near New Caledonia. The decision was made not to replace the
vessel.
The New Hebrides Mission shared a practical concern for the everyday needs of island people. In addition to
converting local people to Christianity, the missionaries worked to improve education, through the
introduction of schools where the training of local mission teachers was initiated. The Tangoa TeachersÕ
Training Institute opened at Tangoa, South Santo, in 1895. The purpose of the Institute was to train local
teachers and it was supported by all the Protestant missions working throughout the New Hebrides.
Missionaries also worked to improve health education and services and encouraged the production of
arrowroot and island trading as a means to generate revenue. Arrowroot powder was shipped to New
Zealand and other countries, where it was initially distributed by womenÕs missionary groups and later by
commercial organisations. The funds from the sale of arrowroot were used to build additional churches in
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the islands and, in some cases, as a donation towards New Zealand mission funds to be used elsewhere.
From 1880 to 1918 on Nguna alone, over 26 tons of arrowroot was produced.
By 1910, the work of the New Hebrides Mission was declining. This was partly due to a rapidly decreasing
population on the islands and a feeling that little room existed for further expansion of mission work, as by
then most areas were adequately covered. The reduction in population was primarily caused by introduced
European illnesses and epidemics which decimated the local population. The Queensland labour trade had
also had an impact on the local population, with many locals having decided to remain in Queensland.
In 1947 there was a general consensus held among the Island missionaries that the local church was ready to
assume control of its own affairs. A constitution was drawn up, and after amendments submitted by the
New Zealand and Australian Mission Committees and the New Hebrides Mission Synod, it was adopted. At a
Centennial Synod meeting in 1948, the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the Rev. John Geddie, the local
church was placed fully in charge of its own affairs. The island mission councils for Australia and New
Zealand were then limited to the affairs of their immediate mission staff. The New Zealand Church continued
to provide a large financial grant to the New Hebrides Presbyterian Church. A continued focus remained on
training church leaders and education more generally. The Tangoa Training Institute later introduced a
curriculum of advanced theological studies.
In the early 1950s, the New Zealand Missions Committee responded to the request for assistance to
establish a High School at Onesua on Efate, along with funds and personnel to set up and run a small hospital
on Tongoa. The Committee viewed this project as a practical means by which the New Zealand Church could
provide for a social need rather than a means for furthering evangelistic opportunities. This policy shift in
Mission funding opened up other opportunities for aid from the New Zealand Church including developing
Navota Farm and opening the Maropa religious bookshop in Port Vila, training local islanders to be trades
people and undertake the building work. The New Zealand Bible Class volunteer scheme sent out young
people during the 1960s to assist with building, administration and nursing. The Mission, at the request of
the Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides, divested itself of all remaining authority in the Islands so that
the New Zealand missionaries effectively worked for the New Hebrides Church. In 1965 a memorandum was
prepared which defined the terms of Òresponsible partnershipÓ and sought to define the responsibilities of
each partner. The Church continues today as the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu.
For more information about New Hebrides Mission collections at the Archives of the Presbyterian Research
Centre, Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa, and New Zealand, see:
http://www.archives.presbyterian.org.nz/missions/newhebrideshistory.htm
AU PMB PHOTO 97
Title: New Hebrides Mission photograph album, 1950s
Date(s): 1950 (Creation) Department of Communications
Extent and medium: 66 images
Description:
The images depict mission life on the islands of Epi and Nguna, Teachers Training Institute Tangoa on the
island of Tangoa and This album of black and white photographs depicts various partnerships between the
New Zealand Presbyterian Church and the newly independent New Hebrides Presbyterian Church. The
photos show people and activities at the Tangoa Teachers’ Training Institute, a small mission hospital on
Tangoa, and the Onesua High School on Efate. It also shows mission life on the islands of Epi and Nguna.
Named people include John Patrick, Rev Graham Horwell, Rev RW Murray, Miss A Riatch, Matron Sister
Rhoda Vickers, Clinton Johnson, Pastor Kalmar, Betty Lowndes, James of Anietyum, Rev Rob Kirkby, Rev John
Hyslop, Pastor Moses, Sister Kath Gillanders and Sister Anne Lilburne.
The New Hebrides Mission from the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand:

114

The Presbyterian Church began sending missionaries to the New Hebrides (today known as Vanuatu) in the
mid-19th Century. The first missionary was Rev. John Geddie of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia who
arrived on the island of Aneityum in 1848. Subsequent missionaries came from the Presbyterian Churches of
New Zealand, Canada, Scotland and Australia (Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and New South Wales).
In New Zealand an interest in supporting a Christian mission to the New Hebrides was fostered when Rev.
John Inglis of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland toured the country in 1852 following a three
month tour of the New Hebrides and Solomon Islands. In that same year, Inglis and his wife joined Geddie on
Aneityum. Rev. John Inglis continued to send regular reports of his work to New Zealand, leading to
increasing interest from the Church there in sending their own missionaries to the islands.
The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand was at that time divided up into the “Northern Church” and the
“Southern Church” (consisting of the Provinces of Otago and Southland). The Southern Church was based on
the ideals of the Free Church of Scotland and these principles influenced its mission work for many years. For
over 40 years the two Churches worked separately, with mission activities during this time operating
independently of each other.
Over several decades the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand sent a number of missionaries to the New
Hebrides including the following people. The information below includes the missionaries' date of arrival in
the New Hebrides, the name of the missionary and the name of the main island on which they worked.
1866, Rev. William Watt, Tanna
1870, Rev. Peter Milne, Nguna
1879, Rev. Oscar Michelsen, Tongoa
1885, Rev. Charles Murray, Ambrym
1889, Rev. Thomas Smaill, Epi
1892, Rev. Dr. Lamb, Ambrym
1899, Dr. John Bowie, Ambrym
1903, Rev. Thomas Riddle, Epi
1905, Rev. William V. Milne, Nguna (born on Nguna in 1877)
1932, Rev. Basil Nottage, Tongoa
1938, Rev. Ken Crump, Nguna
1941, Rev. J.G. Miller, Tongoa
1944, Rev. Ian Muir, Emae and Epi
1948, Rev. A.G. Horwell, Epi
In the early years there was no organised or reliable shipping service to the individual islands of the New
Hebrides so it was important for the Church to have their own vessel to bring regular supplies from Australia
and New Zealand. A boat was also necessary for transport to other mission stations. Although the New
Hebrides missionaries were responsible for their home churches and allotted areas and islands, they worked
closely together on common issues and met annually for a mission Synod meeting. New Zealand
Presbyterian Church worked in conjunction with the Australian Presbyterian Church to raise money and
purchased a mission supply vessel, the “Dayspring I”. This 115 ton brigantine was launched in Nova Scotia,
Canada, in 1863. It was lost in a hurricane ten years later and replaced by a second hand schooner, the
“Dayspring II” in 1876. The Dayspring II was sold prior to 1890 as she was too small and slow and
uncomfortable to sail in. The Australian missionary Dr. John G. Paton raised £6000 during a visit to Britain in
1884-1885 and later increased the donations to £7000. The “Dayspring III” was built on the Clyde in Scotland
to the order of the Victorian Presbyterian Church Foreign Missions Committee. She was 157 feet long and
arrived in Australia in 1895. On only her fourth voyage to the islands, she sank on the 16th October 1896
after striking an uncharted coral reef near New Caledonia. The decision was made not to replace the vessel.
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The New Hebrides Mission shared a practical concern for the everyday needs of island people. In addition to
converting local people to Christianity, the missionaries worked to improve education, through the
introduction of schools where the training of local mission teachers was initiated. The Tangoa Teachers’
Training Institute opened at Tangoa, South Santo, in 1895. The purpose of the Institute was to train local
teachers and it was supported by all the Protestant missions working throughout the New Hebrides.
Missionaries also worked to improve health education and services and encouraged the production of
arrowroot and island trading as a means to generate revenue. Arrowroot powder was shipped to New
Zealand and other countries, where it was initially distributed by women’s missionary groups and later by
commercial organisations. The funds from the sale of arrowroot were used to build additional churches in
the islands and, in some cases, as a donation towards New Zealand mission funds to be used elsewhere.
From 1880 to 1918 on Nguna alone, over 26 tons of arrowroot was produced.
By 1910, the work of the New Hebrides Mission was declining. This was partly due to a rapidly decreasing
population on the islands and a feeling that little room existed for further expansion of mission work, as by
then most areas were adequately covered. The reduction in population was primarily caused by introduced
European illnesses and epidemics which decimated the local population. The Queensland labour trade had
also had an impact on the local population, with many locals having decided to remain in Queensland.
In 1947 there was a general consensus held among the Island missionaries that the local church was ready to
assume control of its own affairs. A constitution was drawn up, and after amendments submitted by the
New Zealand and Australian Mission Committees and the New Hebrides Mission Synod, it was adopted. At a
Centennial Synod meeting in 1948, the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the Rev. John Geddie, the local
church was placed fully in charge of its own affairs. The island mission councils for Australia and New
Zealand were then limited to the affairs of their immediate mission staff. The New Zealand Church continued
to provide a large financial grant to the New Hebrides Presbyterian Church. A continued focus remained on
training church leaders and education more generally. The Tangoa Training Institute later introduced a
curriculum of advanced theological studies.
In the early 1950s, the New Zealand Missions Committee responded to the request for assistance to
establish a High School at Onesua on Efate, along with funds and personnel to set up and run a small hospital
on Tongoa. The Committee viewed this project as a practical means by which the New Zealand Church could
provide for a social need rather than a means for furthering evangelistic opportunities. This policy shift in
Mission funding opened up other opportunities for aid from the New Zealand Church including developing
Navota Farm and opening the Maropa religious bookshop in Port Vila, training local islanders to be trades
people and undertake the building work. The New Zealand Bible Class volunteer scheme sent out young
people during the 1960s to assist with building, administration and nursing. The Mission, at the request of
the Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides, divested itself of all remaining authority in the Islands so that
the New Zealand missionaries effectively worked for the New Hebrides Church. In 1965 a memorandum was
prepared which defined the terms of “responsible partnership” and sought to define the responsibilities of
each partner. The Church continues today as the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu.
For more information about New Hebrides Mission collections at the Archives of the Presbyterian Research
Centre, Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa, and New Zealand, see:
http://www.archives.presbyterian.org.nz/missions/newhebrideshistory.htm
AU PMB PHOTO 98
Title: New Hebrides Mission photographs, c.1950-1969
Date(s): 1950 (Creation) Department of Communications
Extent and medium: 79 photographs scanned to digital format.
Description:
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This is a collection of 79 images of the Presbyterian mission in the New Hebrides, produced by the New
Zealand Presbyterian Church Department of Communications in the 1950s and 1960s. The collection
contains photographs of missionary families to the New Hebrides, including Rev. A.G. Horwell who was on
Epi, Rev R.W. Murray, and Reverend and Mrs Hyslop. There are also several photographs of named niVanautu pastors and teachers involved with the church including a Pastor Moses, Pastor Kalorib, and K.M.
Shing. Many photographs relate to church and mission activities including: the Boys Brigade on Tongoa, bible
classes, and Sunday school classes. There are also village scenes and images containing unidentified New
Hebridean /ni-Vanuatu people.
The photographs were taken on multiple islands including Epi, Malekula and Tongoa.
The New Hebrides Mission from the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand:
The Presbyterian Church began sending missionaries to the New Hebrides (today known as Vanuatu) in the
mid-19th Century. The first missionary was Rev. John Geddie of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia who
arrived on the island of Aneityum in 1848. Subsequent missionaries came from the Presbyterian Churches of
New Zealand, Canada, Scotland and Australia (Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and New South Wales).
In New Zealand an interest in supporting a Christian mission to the New Hebrides was fostered when Rev.
John Inglis of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland toured the country in 1852 following a three
month tour of the New Hebrides and Solomon Islands. In that same year, Inglis and his wife joined Geddie on
Aneityum. Rev. John Inglis continued to send regular reports of his work to New Zealand, leading to
increasing interest from the Church there in sending their own missionaries to the islands.
The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand was at that time divided up into the “Northern Church” and the
“Southern Church” (consisting of the Provinces of Otago and Southland). The Southern Church was based on
the ideals of the Free Church of Scotland and these principles influenced its mission work for many years. For
over 40 years the two Churches worked separately, with mission activities during this time operating
independently of each other.
Over several decades the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand sent a number of missionaries to the New
Hebrides including the following people. The information below includes the missionaries' date of arrival in
the New Hebrides, the name of the missionary and the name of the main island on which they worked:
1866, Rev. William Watt, Tanna
1870, Rev. Peter Milne, Nguna
1879, Rev. Oscar Michelsen, Tongoa
1885, Rev. Charles Murray, Ambrym
1889, Rev. Thomas Smaill, Epi
1892, Rev. Dr. Lamb, Ambrym
1899, Dr. John Bowie, Ambrym
1903, Rev. Thomas Riddle, Epi
1905, Rev. William V. Milne, Nguna (born on Nguna in 1877)
1932, Rev. Basil Nottage, Tongoa
1938, Rev. Ken Crump, Nguna
1941, Rev. J.G. Miller, Tongoa
1944, Rev. Ian Muir, Emae and Epi
1948, Rev. A.G. Horwell, Epi
In the early years there was no organised or reliable shipping service to the individual islands of the New
Hebrides so it was important for the Church to have their own vessel to bring regular supplies from Australia
and New Zealand. A boat was also necessary for transport to other mission stations. Although the New
Hebrides missionaries were responsible for their home churches and allotted areas and islands, they worked
closely together on common issues and met annually for a mission Synod meeting. New Zealand
Presbyterian Church worked in conjunction with the Australian Presbyterian Church to raise money and
purchased a mission supply vessel, the “Dayspring I”. This 115 ton brigantine was launched in Nova Scotia,
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Canada, in 1863. It was lost in a hurricane ten years later and replaced by a second hand schooner, the
“Dayspring II” in 1876. The Dayspring II was sold prior to 1890 as she was too small and slow and
uncomfortable to sail in. The Australian missionary Dr. John G. Paton raised £6000 during a visit to Britain in
1884-1885 and later increased the donations to £7000. The “Dayspring III” was built on the Clyde in Scotland
to the order of the Victorian Presbyterian Church Foreign Missions Committee. She was 157 feet long and
arrived in Australia in 1895. On only her fourth voyage to the islands, she sank on the 16th October 1896
after striking an uncharted coral reef near New Caledonia. The decision was made not to replace the vessel.
The New Hebrides Mission shared a practical concern for the everyday needs of island people. In addition to
converting local people to Christianity, the missionaries worked to improve education, through the
introduction of schools where the training of local mission teachers was initiated. The Tangoa Teachers’
Training Institute opened at Tangoa, South Santo, in 1895. The purpose of the Institute was to train local
teachers and it was supported by all the Protestant missions working throughout the New Hebrides.
Missionaries also worked to improve health education and services and encouraged the production of
arrowroot and island trading as a means to generate revenue. Arrowroot powder was shipped to New
Zealand and other countries, where it was initially distributed by women’s missionary groups and later by
commercial organisations. The funds from the sale of arrowroot were used to build additional churches in
the islands and, in some cases, as a donation towards New Zealand mission funds to be used elsewhere.
From 1880 to 1918 on Nguna alone, over 26 tons of arrowroot was produced.
By 1910, the work of the New Hebrides Mission was declining. This was partly due to a rapidly decreasing
population on the islands and a feeling that little room existed for further expansion of mission work, as by
then most areas were adequately covered. The reduction in population was primarily caused by introduced
European illnesses and epidemics which decimated the local population. The Queensland labour trade had
also had an impact on the local population, with many locals having decided to remain in Queensland.
In 1947 there was a general consensus held among the Island missionaries that the local church was ready to
assume control of its own affairs. A constitution was drawn up, and after amendments submitted by the
New Zealand and Australian Mission Committees and the New Hebrides Mission Synod, it was adopted. At a
Centennial Synod meeting in 1948, the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the Rev. John Geddie, the local
church was placed fully in charge of its own affairs. The island mission councils for Australia and New
Zealand were then limited to the affairs of their immediate mission staff. The New Zealand Church continued
to provide a large financial grant to the New Hebrides Presbyterian Church. A continued focus remained on
training church leaders and education more generally. The Tangoa Training Institute later introduced a
curriculum of advanced theological studies.
In the early 1950s, the New Zealand Missions Committee responded to the request for assistance to
establish a High School at Onesua on Efate, along with funds and personnel to set up and run a small hospital
on Tongoa. The Committee viewed this project as a practical means by which the New Zealand Church could
provide for a social need rather than a means for furthering evangelistic opportunities. This policy shift in
Mission funding opened up other opportunities for aid from the New Zealand Church including developing
Navota Farm and opening the Maropa religious bookshop in Port Vila, training local islanders to be trades
people and undertake the building work. The New Zealand Bible Class volunteer scheme sent out young
people during the 1960s to assist with building, administration and nursing. The Mission, at the request of
the Presbyterian Church of the New Hebrides, divested itself of all remaining authority in the Islands so that
the New Zealand missionaries effectively worked for the New Hebrides Church. In 1965 a memorandum was
prepared which defined the terms of “responsible partnership” and sought to define the responsibilities of
each partner. The Church continues today as the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu.
For more information about New Hebrides Mission collections at the Archives of the Presbyterian Research
Centre, Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa, and New Zealand, see:
http://www.archives.presbyterian.org.nz/missions/newhebrideshistory.htm
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AU PMB PHOTO 99
Title: New Hebrides Mission photographs, 1950-1978
Date(s): 1950 (Creation) Department of Communications
Extent and medium: 236 images
Description:
These photographs are associated with the Department of Communications of the Overseas Mission
Committee for the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand. The images date from 1950-1978. Photo subjects
include Onesua High School, the Boys Brigade, and construction projects for the New Hebrides Presbyterian
Church. There are also numerous images of missionary families and ni-Vanautu church members, as well as
some key political figures.
AU PMB PHOTO 102
Title: Vanuatu photographs
Date(s): 2007-06-30 (Creation) Gammage, Bill
Extent and medium: Digital image
Description:
PMBPhoto 102 is a collection of 158 photographs of Vanuatu subjects Bill Gammage took between 29 June
and 22 July 2007 when on a holiday with friends, David and Beryl Gowty. The photos are of people and
places on the islands of Efate, Malekula, Ambrym, Espiritu Santo, and Tanna and are complemented by the
photos in PMBPhoto69 taken by Jan Gammage
.
Subjects in and around Port Vila include flowers, the market, the war memorial, and Ernest’s museum.
Two towns in South Malekula, Lakatoro and Lamap, were subjects as well as Uluveo Island in the
Maskelynes, south east of Malekula. Subjects in Lakatoro include flowers and fruits, the main street, and the
war memorial, and in Lamap, where the Tiano family made us welcome, subjects include Levi’s Store, copra
drying, and the Catholic school. On the Maskelyne Islands, subjects include mangroves, coral and coastal
landscapes, fruit and Sangalai school, a string band and people arriving with goods for sale in the next day’s
market.
The coast of West Ambrym up to Dip Cove is photographed, and at Wakon, subjects include Jessie and Leah
Saksak and family, flowers, fruit and beaches. Other subjects include the Lake Fanteng Conservation Area, a
megapod nesting area and eggs, hot springs, and rock peckings.
Subjects on Espiritu Santo include Luganville town and hinterland e.g. Sarakata River, cattle and drovers on
the East Coast Road, Lonnoc and Port Olry beaches, the road to Big Bay and the Bay itself, World War 2
American ammunition dumps, and a Seventh Day Adventist baptism.
On Tanna, subjects include White Beach Resort and gardens, and the beach, including corals.
AU PMB PHOTO 104
Title: Reverend Conrad Stallan's photographs of the New Hebrides (Vanuatu), 1940s
Date(s): 1940 (Creation) Stallan, Conrad George (1904-1980)
Extent and medium: 43 black and white images scanned to digital
Description:
A collection of photographs taken by Reverend Conrad George Stallan, who was stationed on Malekula in
the New Hebrides (now Vanuatu) from 1940-1946. Supported by the John G Paton Mission Fund, Rev Stallan
was based in Wintua, South West Bay. During his life, Stallan was a keen photographer. He maintained a
dark room to develop and print his photographs in both Malekula and Georgetown, British Guiana, where he
was stationed in 1955-1961.
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AU PMB PHOTO 107
Title: Reverend Conrad Stallan's photographs of the New Hebrides (Vanuatu), 1940-1946
Date(s): 1940 (Creation)
Extent and medium: 58 black and white images scanned to digital
Description:
A collection of 58 photographs taken by Reverend Conrad George Stallan, who was stationed on Malekula in
the New Hebrides (now Vanuatu) from 1940-1946. Supported by the John G Paton Mission Fund, Rev Stallan
was based in Wintua, South West Bay. Stallan was a keen photographer. He maintained a dark room to
develop and print his photographs in both Malekula and Georgetown, British Guiana, where he was
stationed in 1955-1961.
AU PMB PHOTO 108
Title: Isaac Neilson Whyte and Mary Grace Whyte Photographs of New Hebrides (Vanuatu)
Extent and medium: 379 slides scanned to digital
Description:
This collection of photographs illustrates the life of Rev Isaac Neilson Whyte and Dr Mary Grace Whyte durng
their service with the Australian Presbyterian Board of Missions in the New Hebrides, 1952-1957. With their
children Michael, Robyn, Alistair and Peter, they were based in the village of Wintua in the South West Bay
region of Malekula. Mary Grace and Neilson arrived in Wintua shortly after a hurricane had been through
and destroyed much of the village infrastructure. In the years that followed, Wintua was rebuilt with the
help of people from neighbouring villages, who helped to build a new church, mission house, district school
and a small hospital. Rev Whyte was often away from Wintua, visiting other villages in his mission
jurisdiction. He visited Big Nambas territory, which had in the previously been hostile to Europeans, and
helped bring about a peace agreement between village leaders. Mary Grace practised medicine in Wintua
and surrounding villages.
This collection of photographs depicts village and church life in South West Bay. It shows the reconstruction
of the village, family photographs, Rev and Dr Whyte giving medical care and travel between villages by
launch and canoe. There are also photos of a Big Nambas village and the Leviamp peace talks, as well as
family photos taken on return to Australia.
AU PMB PHOTO 109
Title: Reverend Conrad Stallan, album of photographs, New Hebrides (Vanuatu), 1940-1946
Date(s): 1940 (Creation) Stallan, Conrad George (1904-1980)
Extent and medium: Album of 58 black and white images and two loose photographs, scanned to digital
format. Individual titles incorporate typescript captions from original album.
Description:
Album of photographs and two loose images taken by Reverend Conrad George Stallan, who was a
missionary stationed on Malekula in the New Hebrides (now Vanuatu) from 1940-1946. Supported by the
John G Paton Mission Fund, Stallan was based in Wintua, South West Bay, Malekula, with his wife Christina
(Chriss) and their children Donovan, Roger, Janet, and Margaret. During his life, Stallan was a keen
photographer. He maintained a dark room on Malekula to develop and print his photographs, as well as later
while stationed in Georgetown, British Guiana, 1955-1961.
The original images are mounted in a barkcloth/tapa bound album, accompanied by typed captions. See
item PMB PHOTO 109-000 for a PDF of full album layout. The album contains numerous images of the Big
Nambas region of Malekula. During the war, regulations forbade Europeans, including Stallan, from entering
the Big Nambas area. However, Stallan was lucky enough to accompany a US Army patrol to the area, which
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included a member of their publicity section. Some of the images are possibly taken by that US
photographer. High Chief Nisai of Amokh is one of the named people in those images, and it is likely multiple
photographs are from Amokh village itself. The album also includes photographs from South West Bay,
Malekula, captured around the Wintua mission. Several young women associated with the mission are
named in the photographs (see individual items)
AU PMB PHOTO 110
Title: Reverend Conrad Stallan, album of photographs of the New Hebrides (Vanuatu), 1940-1946
Date(s): 1940 (Creation) Stallan, Conrad George (1904-1980)
Extent and medium: Album of 226 photographs scanned to digital format. Individual titles incorporate
handwritten captions from original album.
Description:
Album of 226 photographs taken by Reverend Conrad George Stallan, who was a missionary stationed on
Malekula in the New Hebrides (now Vanuatu) from 1940-1946. The original images are mounted in an
album, accompanied by handwritten captions, some of which are now faded. See item PMB PHOTO 110-000
for a PDF of full album layout. Many images are of the Stallan family, particularly in the years 1940-41, as
well as a number of named Malekulan adults and children. The album includes photographs captured at the
Wintua mission station, and Mindu and Aulua villages, Malekula, as well as on Toman island and several
images of Santo.
Supported by the John G Paton Mission Fund, Stallan was based in Wintua, South West Bay, Malekula, with
his wife Christina (Chriss) and their children Donovan, Roger, Janet, and Margaret. During his life, Stallan was
a keen photographer. He maintained a dark room on Malekula to develop and print his photographs, as well
as later while stationed in Georgetown, British Guiana, 1955-1961.
AU PMB PHOTO 111
Title: Reverend Conrad Stallan, album of photographs of the New Hebrides (Vanuatu), 1940-1946
Date(s): 1940 (Creation) Stallan, Conrad George (1904-1980)
Extent and medium: Album of 81 black and white photographs, scanned to digital format. Individual titles
incorporate typescript captions from original album.
Description:
Album of photographs taken by Reverend Conrad George Stallan, who was a missionary stationed on
Malekula in the New Hebrides (now Vanuatu) from 1940-1946. The original images are mounted in a black
bound album, accompanied by typed captions. See item PMB PHOTO 111-000 for a PDF of full album layout.
Some pages are missing photographs.
Supported by the John G Paton Mission Fund, Stallan was based in Wintua, South West Bay, Malekula, with
his wife Christina (Chriss) and their children Donovan, Roger, Janet, and Margaret. During his life, Stallan was
a keen photographer. He maintained a dark room on Malekula to develop and print his photographs, as well
as later while stationed in Georgetown, British Guiana, 1955-1961.
AU PMB PHOTO 115
Title: Lynette Walker Photographs of New Hebrides (Vanuatu)
Date(s): 1958 (Creation) Walker, Lynette Grace
Extent and medium: 18 black and white photographic prints as 36 digital files, 2 documents as digital PDF
Description:
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Deaconess Lynette Grace Walker served as an educational missionary in the New Hebrides (now Vanuatu)
for the Australian Presbyterian Board of Missions. Between 1958-1965, Lyn was based in South West Bay,
Malekula where she was a teacher at the South West Bay District School. She also developed a new syllabus.
This collection of annotated black and white photographs and postcards features many missionaries to the
New Hebrides from Australia and New Zealand. The collection also depicts landscapes, village scenes,
wedding celebrations and Lyn’s departure from South West Bay in 1965. The collection also includes an
article from the July 1962 issue of Presbyterian Life magazine about the status of missionary work in New
Hebrides and a missionary newsletter to supporters which includes an invitation to the opening of the
rebuilt Boyd Memorial Clinic.
AU PMB PHOTO 116
Title: Lynette Walker Photographs of Presbyterian Pastors in New Hebrides (Vanuatu)
Date(s): 1958 (Creation) Walker, Lynette Grace
Extent and medium: 27 digitised slides
Description:
Deaconess Lynette Grace Walker served as an educational missionary in the New Hebrides (now Vanuatu)
for the Australian Presbyterian Board of Missions. Between 1958-1965, Walker was based in South West
Bay, Malekula where she was a teacher at the South West Bay District School. Walker also served as
Deaconess for Central Islands (Efate and adjacent islands) from1971-1975. Based in Vila, she worked with
women, young people and Sunday school teachers. Between 1975-1977, she took on the post of Deaconess
for Southern Islands (Tanna, Aniwa, Aneityum, Futuna and Erromango).
This collection of 27 colour slides shows pastors with the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu. Photos were
taken by Walker throughout her missionary service in New Hebrides and on subsequent visits.
AU PMB PHOTO 118
Title: Lynette Walker Photographs of New Hebrides (Vanuatu) and New Caledonia
Date(s): 1958 (Creation) Walker, Lynette Grace
Extent and medium: 319 35mm slides scanned to digital
Description:
Deaconess Lynette Grace Walker served as an educational missionary in the New Hebrides (now Vanuatu)
for the Australian Presbyterian Board of Missions. Between 1958-1965, Lyn was based in South West Bay,
Malekula where she worked as a teacher at the South West Bay District School. She also developed a new
syllabus. From 1971, Walker served as Deaconess for Central Islands (Efate and adjacent islands). Based in
Vila, she worked with women, young people and Sunday school teachers. Between 1975-1977, she took on
the post of Deaconess for Southern Islands (Tanna, Aniwa, Aneityum, Futuna and Erromango). Walker
returned to live in Melbourne in April, 1977 but has continued to visit Vanuatu over the years.
This collection of 319 digitised colour 35mm slides is a selection of images from her time working in New
Hebrides, including in South West Bay, Vila, Ambrym, Nguna, Lelepa, Paama and Tanna. The images include
church activities, landscapes, volcanic activity and people. There are also photographs of New Caledonia,
visited en route to New Hebrides. This collection includes photos of Walker's return to South West Bay in
1998 for celebrations to mark the Golden Jubilee or 50th anniversary of the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu
(PVC).
AU PMB Photo 117
Title: Lynette Walker Slides of Malekula, Espiritu Santo and Efate
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Date(s): 1958 (Creation) Walker, Lynette Grace
Extent and medium: 322 digital images scanned from 35mm slide
Description:
Deaconess Lynette Grace Walker served as an educational missionary in the New Hebrides (now Vanuatu)
for the Australian Presbyterian Board of Missions. Between 1958-1965, Lyn was based in South West Bay,
Malekula where she worked as a teacher at the South West Bay District School. From 1971, Walker served as
Deaconess for Central Islands (Efate and adjacent islands). Based in Vila, she worked with women, young
people and Sunday school teachers. Between 1975-1977, she took on the post of Deaconess for Southern
Islands (Tanna, Aniwa, Aneityum, Futuna and Erromango). Walker returned to live in Melbourne in April,
1977 but has continued to visit Vanuatu over the years.
This collection of 322 digitised colour 35mm slides is a selection of photographs showing Walker's life mostly
from in South West Bay, Malekula but also Santo, Tangoa and Efate. The images show students at South
West Bay District School, other missionaries and volunteers, Walker's house, church activities including of
the Presbyterian Women's Missionary Union (PWMU), big and small nambas, custom masks, plants and
Tangoa Training Institute.
AU PMB Photo 119
Title: Lynette Walker Photographs of Vanuatu
Date(s): 1988 (Creation) Walker, Lynette Grace
Extent and medium: 389 digitised 35mm slides
Description:
Deaconess Lynette Grace Walker served as an educational missionary in the New Hebrides (now Vanuatu)
for the Australian Presbyterian Board of Missions. Between 1958-1965, Walker was based in South West
Bay, Malekula where she worked as a teacher at the South West Bay District School. From 1971, Walker
served as Deaconess for Central Islands (Efate and adjacent islands). Based in Vila, she worked with women,
young people and Sunday school teachers. Between 1975-1977, she took on the post of Deaconess for
Southern Islands. Walker returned to live in Melbourne in April, 1977 but has continued to visit Vanuatu
over the years.
This collection of 389 digitised colour 35mm slides is a selection of images from three return visits in 1988,
1995 and 1998. 1995 marked the centenary anniversary of the arrival of Robert Boyd, the first missionary to
South West Bay. 1998 marked the Golden Jubilee or 50th anniversary of the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu
(PVC). This collection features images of Port Vila, Iririki Island, Onesua (Efate), Talua (Espiritu Santo), South
West Bay, Lawa, Lorlow, Wintua (Malekula) and Lenakel (Tanna). The photos feature former missionaries
and church office bearers, Presbyterian Women’s Missionary Union (PWMU) activities, historical plaques
and the Dayspring IV canoe.
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